



^ Traops M oMMs «f biMlHwU 



My moved tm platoons to key ontkis oT an 
“5*^ Wednesday to block inStmion 

bomWng mSssons ebeiriieie in Lebanon, 
PWh at 8J0 a.m. (0630 GMI^ brought 

2w Lebanon's 197^1990 dvfl war. The smin somtes 

u* • 4 ?*?'^ ^ * natntowide seenrity dragnet by 

^mc Minisier Haim^ govenunem 
k^ oineworshipeis and woonded 60 m 

aUMy. The govenunent has accu sed Israel of mastennindine the 
otet at Notre L>ame de la Delivrance Maconitc rathffe Oiurdi to 
nproar over Ftiday*s massacre in Hebron. TTie 
15^man array platoon set up a fixed cbedcpotiit about 
Ffenira oossii^ in the western sector of 
^-n^gnnted ^'security zone.” A ^Ut riatoon dug in 

wout three Ulofnettes fiom the Beh Yehoun cros^ in the endave’s 
central sector, die soi ii o es said. 



An ina-i 


Pms lands AnfM, sparks uproar 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Fordgn Micister Feres caused a fiuor in 

pMtigm ent on Wednesday ^rtien he lauded Yasser Arafat m an 
unfanly maligned peace partner who is rioting his life in n^oriadng 
mth IsraeL ‘'Attack Ar^t aO you want," Mr. Peres told righi-^ng 
byotofrwu **] ml days and ni^ts across from him... there is a 
difietettee when you describe Arafat through hearsay and images and 
when you see tbk mao, iriiose life is in danger.” Ow loud protests, 
an emotional Peres continued: "His life is in dax^r because he 
to end the IdlBiig.” Hardhne Palestiniao groups have 
thnmteoBd to aggaganat** |rlr. Arafat for pursuing peace with the 
Jewish state. Yebosbua hbtza of the right-wuig Lik^ shouted to Mr. 
Peres "Yon bt aahamarf and condenuied. You are sorry for 
him?” Mr. Peres shot back: “There were Jews who abo were involved 
in tenor (and) J don’t ju^ them by thar past I want Arafat to be a 
pertner «dio can lead Us peofde to peatt. We need to help this 
partner. We must l»aen to their needs.” Mr. Peres* support for the 
man ^ vriio unfil the SepL 13 agreemeut was signed was almost 
univetsaUy maligned in biael — was unusual. 
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^ King hosts iftar for 
tribal leaders 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King. Hussein 
Wednesday hosted at Ragiwa« 
Palace an iftar in honour of 
Jordanian tribal leadeis. Hie 
banquet was attended ffis 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Hb Royal Highness 
Pim Abdullah Ben A1 Hus- 
sein, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid, the 
King’s Private Chamberiain 
^inw All Ben Nayef, Prime 
Minister Abdul Sahm A1 Ma- 
jali. Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, the Sing's 
advisors and senior Royal 
Court officials. The IQng and 
the audience performed 
Maghreb prayers together. 

Jordan Will not 
screen Schindler 

' AMMAN (R) — Jordan may 
: not allow cmemas to screen the 
. film “Schindler’s li^* in die 
tense atmo^brae created 1^ 
the Hebron massacre, officiab 
said Wednesday. But frirate 
copies of the new morie, 
directed by American Steven 
Spielberg — a smash hit 
around the world — are 
already available at video 
shops in Amman. Sdxmdler, a 
German businessman moti- 
vated by ahiuism, self-interest 
or both depending on erne’s 
point of view, saved 1 ,200 Jew^ 
idi fsctoiy wipers frenn death 
in World War IL ‘'Until now, 
we have not received any re- 
quest from any movie Immi^ to 
^ £ttage it bere,’^ said a member 
of Jordan’s committee that au- 
thorises the screening of new 
films. *301 if it is totally de- 
rigned to show synqwdiy to the 
Jews, we wili ikm allow it in 
because of die cuneof sitaar' 
don after die Hebron aup- 
Renters. 

can we our people to 

show to the Jews if 

the JewT are*^ lowing any 
sympat^ to the AFahs,” be 
aslc^..- '■ 

Arafet appeals to 
Hamas to unite 

AMMAN (R> — Palestine li- 
beration OrganisatioQ (PLO) 
Chainhan Yasser Arafat has 
appealed to Hamas, hb 
nisation’s main rival, to join in 
a campaign to disaxm Jewish 
settlers solve die setde- 
ments issue with Israel, after 
the Hebron massacre. He 
made his appeal in a letter to 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment’s bekd, Mousa Abu hto- 
zoi^, to end longstanding divi- 
rio ns, Hamas gave ReiAm a 
^oopy of tbe letter, “ft’s the 
boor of unity and solidaiity 
and uniting of ranks and not 
difference and division,''* Mr. 
Ai^at said, responding to a 
call by Mr. Abu Maizouk for 
Mr. Arafat to halt peace tails 
with the Jewish state. “This 
-> unity is most needed when we 
are fighting one of our fiercest 
battles to find a racfical and 
comprehensive solution to ^ 
setdements and tbe disannuig 
of settlers and. securing inter- 
national protection to our pecH 
pie,” Me. Ara&t said. The 
Hamas leader bad told Mr. 
Arafat he was ready to cooper- 
ate fiiUy-iritb you if yon wash 
your han^ of tbe surrender 
talks ... and dedare that resist- 
ance alone is the only path to 
regain Palestine.’* Abn 
Maizouk sent his letter to Mr. 
Arabt after last Friday’s Heb- 
ron massacre. 

Egyptian students 
continue protests 

Cairo (R) — Egyptian 
police fired teargas at students 
ixotesting for a fifth day ou 
Werfoest&y agmnst Friday’s 
massacre in Hebron, witness^ 
sakL They said poHoe acted 
after about 800 students at 
’Ain Shams University broke 
Open tbe univerrity gate and 
poured into tbe str^t con^ 
nniing the kining and shout^ 
'Talestine is Arab.” PoKce 
ttien edimbed onto a builAnS 
ovedooldng' tbe campns and 
filed more tear-g» at students 

tbr^ rods in return. At 
kast 10 police trucks were sta- 
fioned outside the oniveisity 
and and-iiot police were on 

standby a few metres away, tbe 

]vitiieM said. There was no 
immediate information about 

casualties. 


2 killed in Jericho as 
Palestinian fury rises 

Israel disarms a few hardline settlers 


JERICHO, occupied West 
Bank (A^ — TWo Palestinian 
teenagers were killed by IsraeK 
troops Wednesday as tbe vio- 
lence tri^ered by the Hebron 
mosque znassaae ei^oded in 
this nomu^ quiet west Bank 
town despite Israeli efforts to 
curb tile bloocOetting. 

Security authorities dis- 
armed some e xtr e mis t Jewish 
settlers in tiie ocoipied terri- 
tories and banned tiiem frmn 
Palestiniaa areas. 

That was araffical move for 
tile Israelis. But it is not likely 
to placate Palestinians deman- 
dujs the closure of Jewish set- 
tlements in the occiqiied terri- 
tories and intematio^ proteo- 
tion. Mifitent Palestiirians cal- 
led for revenge attadg. 

One of tile was 

tilled by army gunfire in 
Jakho, vdudi Palestine Ii- 
beratkm Organisation (FLO) 
Qiairmyn Yasser Afaftt phuK 
to make his headquarters 
under a peace acem with 
' hoad that insovides for limited 
autonomy in the Jericho n^on 
and the Gaza Stc^. 

**revei^ revei^’ 
his family grabbed the body 
from an; ambulance. Th^ 
wTsqq^ it in a Palestioiaii flag 
and carried it ^Mtoa^ tbe rub- 
ble-strewn streets to a cemet- 
ery for burial as bundreds of 
angry Arabs Criri. “The Start 
of killing tile pigs has b^miv** 

:The trouble flued wfami 400 


Z^lestinians, waving black 
fla^, prot^ed tiie mosqw 
ViittHgt, stoning army 
and a i^ce station. lYo(^ cm 
rooftops opened fire at youths 
using siingstots. 

The mrariiers called for Jews 
to be kOlecL One placard read: 
“Yon win not live cm our land. 
You win not fty in our 

Among tM score of injined 
was Saeb Erak^ head of the 
FLO’S negotiation team, who 
was ^^tiy woimded in the 
leg. 

A 17-year-old Palestinian 
was shot dead by soldiers in 
Hdnon. Gashes erupted vriien 
tbe militaiy lifted a scc-day-old 
curfew for two hours to allow 
people to shop, boqntal offi- 
cials reported Thirty-three 
Arabs were injured. 

At least 13 Palestinians were 
wounded by gunfire in scat- 
tered stone-throwing clashes 
with tirx^ m Gaza, hospotals 
reported. 

Wednesday’s fatalities 
raised the de^ toll sinoe Fri- 
day to at least 66, indocfii^ at 
leM 39 men and boys tilled in 
die Ffebnm mosque Friday Ity 
a Jewish gmunan. 

All but three of tiiose tilled 
were Palcstunan. Mcne than 
4CI0 have been wounded. 

Officials at Tdl Hashomer 
hospital near Td. Aviv said an 
dght-year-old Gaza girl shot in 
tiie bead by. troops Feb. 2 ■— 
three weeks before the mosque 


massacre — died of her 
wounds Wednesday. 

The Gaza-based Hamas 
movranent called fen* aD out 
revenge, heightening Israeli 
nnMkft anud military wanungs 
that Arab reprisal attadtt are 
Hkc^. 

The^,govemment put its 
embs^es and citizens abroad 
cm aieit. Mr. Rtimi’s adviser, 
irigal Pressler, ur^ Israelis 
witii gnn permits to carry tbdr 
weapems at all times. 

Hamas called for a “holy 
liberatiem war” against Israel 
and exhorted tiie erne millicm 
Arabs tiving in Israel to take 
revenge for tiie Feb. 25 mas- 
sacre. 

“We call cm our brotheR” in 
Israel to “aven^ the ugly mas- 
sacre and let tbe gun and 
maefame-gun speak. Let the 
2Stii of every montii be a day 
(rf escalaticm cm which Israeli 
targets axe attadwd every^ 
where,” Hranas said in leafl^ 
distributed Weeinesday. 

It af^iealed to tiie two nril- 
Uon Palestimans in the occu- 
lted territories to wage “an 
armed revolution that can 
reach Israel buses and Isiaeli- 
popolated areas inside Israel 
because our blood is not 
cheaper than tbens.*' 

Mr. Arafot’s Fateh faction in 
Hebron issued leaflets saying 
its activists will “resume 
attacks against the Zionist 
enemy with aO tiieir strengdi. 


Clinton calls on Palestinians 
not to abandon peace talks 

Arafat sends Shaath to U.S. amid 
Israeli, PLO criticism of Washington 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
^ Freadent Bill Ginton urged 
Palestinians on Wednesday not 
to yhayfon hfiddle East peace 
♦aiicB over tile Hebron mas- 
sacre, saying to reject negotia- 
tions would “hand a'victoty to 
die extremists.” 

Mr. Ginton told report 
he believes tbe Pales tini a n s 
want to rejoin tiie talks and 
add^, “Pm not resigned to 
tiie fact that it wem't hai^iea.” 
Mr. C&tosn said Palestiae 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) Gudiman Yasser Ara- 
fat bad said he would join the 
taivs in Washifaagton but that he 
is under mu(£ pressure at 
home not to do so. 

"The only thing I would say 
to the Palestinians who are 
pfessuring 'Mr. Arafot not to 
resume talks is tiiat that is the 
surest way to hand a victory to 
the vriio IdOed all tiie 

pategkffif»ms in the moscpie. 


Why should they do scmiething 
that would hand a victory to 
die e xtremis ts on bodi a<&7” 
be sakL 

Last week’s massacre in 
I^non by a gun-wieldmg Jew- 
ish extremist has stalled the 
Middle East peacra process, and 
qmriced dashes in the Israeli- 
ocenpied territories. Mr. Aia- 
ftt t^ U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Chxistoitiier cm Tues- 
day that an international force 
was needed to protect Palesti- 
nians and in tbe occupied terri- 
tories. 

Mr. Ginton said he had 
qioten to Egyptian Presiclent 
Hosni Mubarak and hoped to 
talk to Hussein- later 

Wednesday to cfiscuss ways to 
get the talks gcMDg again. 

A Palestinian negotiator' 
sent to Washington by Mr. 
Arafat vrill press new Palesti- 
nian demand before agree^ 
to reopen n^otiations with 


Israel, Omton admmistration 
sources said. 

The PLO envoy, Nabil 
Shaath, beaded tbe PLO de- 
legation in past rounds in 
Egypt. He was dne in 
WashingtoD in time fm a meet- 
ing with Warren Christopher 
before the secretary of state 
dqiarts cm a trip to Aria on 
Friday. 

The talks are for im- 
plementing a previons agree- 
ment by Israd to let Palesti- 
nians govern themselves in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

But the PalMtinians want 
the issue of Jewish settlraneots 
iriaoed on tiie agenda. Palesti- 
nians want the 130,000 Jewish 
settiers in Gaza and the West 
Bank removed. 

The Palestinians also want 
ftraelt Prime hfinister Yhriiak 
Ribin to take tougher actions 

(Continued ou 10) 


House votes 59-3 against 
lifting Kreisha’s immunity 


Jaraaa 


Ai SafiHli 
Staff Reporter 


/^MMaN — Deputy Toujan 
Faisal Wednesday lost her bid 

to strip fellow lawmaker Jamal 

Ki^sha of tns paiiian^tary 
m rnmmty but gave uo mcfica- 
tion that she would drop her 
I f gfli diaiges against him. 

In a widely expected deci- 
riOQ. 59 out of 62 deputo 
presept supported the Jneto- 
ary Committee’s recoinnienda- 
tioo to reject Ms. I^isal’s re- 
quest to lift Mr. Kreisha’s im- 
munity after a fimited discus- 
sion. - ^ 

Only Iriamic Action rront 
(lAF) deputies Bassam 
Omoush and Mohammad 
Owaida did not raise their 

hands whM the vote was to*? 
on the committee’s iwcmS- 
meodation. Many lefdrt 
poties who in the p^ 
sympathy with Ms. Faisal left 
the session before Speaker 

Taher A! Masri called the vote. 

Fariiamentafy sources 
the Jordan Times J*; 
Faisal had antagonised most or 
her colleagues when she 


atta^ed them daring a special 
sessiem held in attempt to sedve 
tiie (fiqiute between her and 
Mr. Kreisha. She turned down 
aO attempts to rtoolve the con- 
flict. 

Ms. Fmsai had said she 
would proo^ with her legal 
Mr. Kicisha for 
all^edly her and her 

f^Trrawetaii community and hit- 
ting her with a hoto-panefara' 
d uring a meeting of a House 
paonel. 

The Jscficiaiy Committee re- 
jected the conxt reqn^ to strip 

Mr. Kreisha of his imnnimty 
bc CT uffe never in the histoiy of 
the pariiamentaiy life of Jor- 
dan bad “ a deputy sued bis 
and a^ed that im- 
munity Ity lifted from hnn” as a 
lesdt of cbspdtes that began in 

tte Howe. 

“Disputes erupt among de- 
puties but a deputy suing 
another is unprecedented” 
since parifementary Hfe begu 
in Jordan in 1928, the commit- 
tee 

The committee also called 
the “House’s need for all its 
members” to finish its duty as a 


reason for turning down Ms. 
FatsaTs requesL 

fti vriiat some deputies de- 
scribed as a defiant remark to 
the House before tiie vote was 
taken, ' Ms. Faisal said the 
House riwnld ufrfiold the law 
r^ardless of hal^ and sbonld 
ctaaoge “these habits if they are 
bacL” 

“I had hoped that the House 
would make tiiis a precedent so 
tiiat hs performance wQl be- 
cmne civilised,” said Ms. Fais- 
al, aikBogthatitwas “impiop- 
ei^ for the House to tiie 
law to her case. 

Ms. Faisal said fam' bid to lift 
tbe immunity from Mr. 
Kreisha was politically moti- 
vated becanse ^ could have 
waited tin tbe end of this ses- 
sion of tbe House to pursue hm 
charges. Deputies do not raijoy 
immunity when tbe House'b 
not in sesrion. 

“It was a test for the Honse 
in front of our electorate,” she 
said. She said her bid was also 
a test for deputies* coininit- 
ment to democracy. 

(ContiBiied from page 2) 



Hie bo^ of 16yearmld Osman Barhrai lies 
acrosB the hrak seat of a car after be was -sbot 


and IdDed Wcdnesdigr by braeB soldiers (AFP 
photo) 


Jordan backs caU for dismantling 
settlements, disarming settlers 


By Nermeea Mnrad 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan believes 
tiiat the only way to ensure the 
protection of ^estimans in 
toe occupied territories is 
throu^ toe removal of die 
settlements in tiie occu{Med ter- 
ritories, espedaliy in high-ten- 
skm areas such as Hebt^ and 
Jerosalem, a senior official told 
the Jordan Times Wednesday .. 

The Kin^lom also wants to 
see a more active role' for toe 
Uiiiteid~Natioiis in the kfidefle 
East peace negotiations as well 
as in guaranteeing the protec- 
tion of Palestinian dtizeos. 

“Jordan's declared porition 
is that Palestimans m tbe occu- 
pied territories have to be pro- 
tected,” said tbe official, vtoo 
asked be remain anonymous. 

Jordan, along witii its Arab 
paito^ to toe Arab-lsraeli 
negotiations, pnDed out of the 
Washington-based bilateral 
tate eady in protest against 
the massacre of 60 worshippers 
in Hebron last week. 

Tbe PLO has placed several 
coodftions on die resumption 


of negotiations, indndiiig the 
dismantling of settlements 
e^iedaUy in Hebron and the 
Gaza Si^, move toe issue of 
settlements from final-status 
negotiations to toe current 
negotiations, disarm settiers 
and increase toe number of 
Palestinian policemen. 

Israel has already freed 
around 1,0(X) Palestinian de- 
tained and annonneed it was 
realty to disarm 100 settlers. 
Israeli Prime hfinister Yitzhak 
R^nn, aooorxfing to reports, 
was wiUiog to accept interna- 
tional ob^rvers to supervise 
the ttonsfer of power from 
laiael to Palestinians, posribly 
cfismantle particularly trouble- 
some settlements, crack down 
on radical Jewirit settlers and 
tocrease toe sue of the Palesti- 
nian police fnroes. 

“We believe toat the best 
security arrangements are that 
settlements are dismantled 
espedaliy in Jerusalem and 
Hebron, toe official said. 

He that these two areas 
are especially importwt be- 
cause “of thw hfrtoric value 
and tbe dose contact between 
fhndamentalist settlers and 


Palestinian residents in those 
areas.” 

“Jordan also calls for U.N. 
partidpation in negotiations,” 
the official said. 

But most importantly, the 
official said tbe issue of settle- 
ments should be moved for- 
ward to tite current Arab- 
Isradd negotiations instead of 
relegating the senritive debate 
to toial-statos negotiations. 

“Jordan always believed that 
the delaying of tins issue will 
have dangerous ramifica- 
tions,” toe offidaJ said. 

. .The .offic^ said, tiiat toe 
head of tbe FLO pcditical de- 
partment, Farouk Khaddmimi, 
will not vitit Amman as pre- 
viously scheduled and has in- 
stead gone to New York to 
disenss tbe proposed U.N. re- 
solution on toe Hebron mas- 
sacre. 

U.S. and Palestinian diplo- 
mats had been holding negt^a- 
tions at tiie U.N. headquarters 
in New York to work out dis- 
agreements on wording and 
readi a final draft for a U.N. 
Security resolution conde- 
mning the Hebron massacre. 


Prince 

Hassan urges 
youth to serve 
national 
objectives 

AMMAN (]^tra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Princc Has- 
san has urged members of the 
Arab Youth Forum (A'YF) to 
translate the slog^ of toe 
Great Arab Revolt into action. 

“Slogans are not enou^. 
Tbe Youth should set a gciod 
example in their behaviour and 
their work and serve as a mod- 
el for others in serving toeir 
nation,” Prince Hassan 
stressed. 

“This can be done through 
field work and through con- 
tributions in various fields 
“Prince Hassan said at a meet- 
ing Tuesday with A'YF roem- 
bm held ^er an iftar. 

“We want the A'YF to con- 
tribute towards utilising toe 
potential power of toe coun- 
try’s youto and to plant toe 
seeds of hope in tbe hearts of 
pec^le, urging them to get 
involv^ in prvtical program- 
mes benefitiiig their nation,” 
added the Crown Prince. 

“When tiie A'YF was found- 
ed in 1982, I stressed toat its 
aim was to help build up a 
better future for the Jordanian 
people and tbe Arab Nation,” 
Prinre Hassan recalled. 

“We do not want toe AYF 
to serve as a lobby seeking 
fovouritism for its members to 
attain portions, but rather to 
jserve as a workshop,” with toe 
youth continuously working to 
serve national interest,” said 
Prince Hassan. 

By undertaking the real 
tasks,'' toe A'YF will highlight 
Jordan’s real role and reflect 
its good ima^ to toe outside 
world at a time when toe coun- 
try enjoys an atmosphere of 
freedom, human rights politic- 
al phiral^ and democracy, he 
said. 

He urged the youth to deal 
with local issues and embark 
on practical programmes to 
find solutions for these prob- 
lems. 

Present at the iftar and the 
lecture were Cabinet mem- 
bers, Presidents of Jordanian 
Univerrities and other offi- 
cials. 


Qadhafi: 
It’s peace 
or else 

CAIRO (AP) — Colonel 
Muammar Qadhafi anummced 
Wednesday toat Libya will 
w^ holy war on any bellige- 
rent in toe worid's hot qiots 
who fefl to ob^ a Libyan 
del^ation’s call for peace. 

1% Liltyan leader talked to 
delegation members who in- 
dude mosque preachers, 
teachers of tiie Koran and pro- 
fessois of Idamic studies and 
toe AraUc language. 

As reported by JANA, the 
Libsnan news agency, he told 
them they wQl go to Afghanis- 
tan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Somalia and nortiiern Iraq to 
advise tbe Knrds. 

JANA said Colonel Qadhafi 
told the delegation that “the 
Great Jamahariya, which 
raises the banner of ftlam, ... 
cannot face these dangerons 
Islamic issues like any soo- 
combing country that receives 
ordeis from Paris, London. 
Warinqgton and Td Aviv.” 

Monitor^ in Cairo, JANA 
reported toat the delegation 
will leave from these “hot Isla- 
mic areas” to tranquilize the 
warring Actions there. 

Tbe agency said Col. Qadha- 
fi told t^m: “Libya will fight 
the party that mil not stop the 
war, according to the Koran’s 
dictates.” 

JANA quoted a verse from 
the Koran callii^ on the faith- 
fol to make peace between 
fi^iting believers and to punish 
the one who violates toe peace. 

Ijbya edebrated Wednes- 
day the 17th aimiversary of the 
“power of the people and toe 
mrto of the first Jamahariya.” 

Since April IS, 1992, Libya 
has been under U.N. air, arms 
and diplomatic sanctions 
pushed tiuougb by toe United 
States, Britam and France. 


Greek foreign minister arrives 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Greek 
Foreign Minister Carlos 
PaponUas arrived here late 
Wednesday on a two-day visit 
daring whi^ be is e:q>e(Xed to 
be received by 16$ Majesty 
Kh^ Hossdn and other offi- 
cials fen- talks on tbe Middle 
East peace process and bilater- 
al leiatioiis. 

In arrival comments, Mr. 
PapooKas, who occopies the 
rotating president of the 
Enxop^ Umon (EU) Counefl 
of Mixristeis said be was car- 
rying a message from Greek 
prime hfinister Geoxge Papaa- 
dieoo to Kin^ Hoss^. 

Mr. Paponhas, udio arrived 
here from Tunis after talks 
with Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, is on a hfiddle East 


visit aimed at extending Euro- 
pean sui^iort for efforts to 
break the logjam in Arab- 
ftraeK peace talks following 
Friday's massacre in Hebron. 

The Greek minister said his 
dzscosaoDS here wonld also 
cover means to boost Jorda- 
man-Gieek relations. He said 
Atiiens vras keen fo developing 
ties at the highest levels. 

EU-Jordanian relations srill 
also be covered, indnding tbe 
Bngdom's bid to enhance 
cotqiention with toe EU, be 
adcU. 

The miaister described as 
regrettable tiie Hebron mas- 
sacre and said that Greece and 
Jordan would exert all efforts 
to bring peace to the Nfiddle 
East. 


The Palestinian for in- 
ternational protection, Mr. 
Papoolias said, is “friir and 
just” and toat the EU would 
seek means to respond posi- 
tively to tbe request. 

Tte EU Counefl of Ministeis 
was eiqiected to meet in Brus- 
sels on Monday to discuss its 
stand following Friday’s mas- 
sacre. 

Mr. Papoulias said he had 
discussed the issue with Mr. 
Arafet and that all parties must 
take measures in response to 
the massacre. 

“The bloody events in Heb- 
ron have created a new situa- 
tion which must be overcome 
through new measures which 
wfl] have to be decided by 
everybody,” he said. 


Goyermnent defends RJ, says 
finances not the only parameter 


By F.V. VivAnaand 
Jordan Tinies Staff Jfeporter 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Transport Adeeb Halasa on 
Wednesday strongly defended 
toe performance of Royal 
Jordanian, the state-owned 
national carrier uriiidi is under 
criticism from some members 
of Parliai^t, and said toe 
government was pursuing a 
carefully-studied plan to priva- 
tise toe airline. 

Presenting a detailed report 
giving facts and figures on tiie 
airtine’s situation to the Lower 
Honse of Pariiament in re- 
spouse to a demand by 16 
deputies, hfr. Halasa said tiie 
critical issue fedng tbe goy- 
enunent was bow to maintain 
the status of RJ as the national 
carrier symbolising Jordan 
while ensuring that it is a com- 
meiciaUy viable entity, away 
firom posing a financial burden 
on toe treasury. 


The House referred tbe 
mmister’s report to a proposed 
specU coiranittee wfaidi wiU 
stu^ k and presseot its recom- 
mendations to toe lawmakers. 

The committee will be 
formed by the permanent 
office of Parliament in con- 
sultations with the heads of the 
various political blocs in toe 
House. No time frame was 
mentioued for the completion 
of toe proposed panel’s work. 

In his report, Ffelasa 
said determiung the future of 
the airline ba^ on figures 
related to its assets and liabili- 
ties was not the ri^t approach 
rince the national carrier was 
not just a ctmunerdal enter- 
prise stiiQse fntare should be 
decided npon by its economic 
performance. 

He said toe govenunent was 
obliged to meet toe liabilities 
of the airline, which represents 
Jordan, its people and toe gov- 
ernment to the outside w^d. 


Tbe biggest problem faced 
by the airline is its debts, he 
said. The airline is making a 
net operational profit, but the 
cost of servicing its debts of JD 
579 million was plunging it into 
toe red. 

The debts include outstand- 
ing payments to a Paris-based 
consortium of banks which fi- 
nanced tbe airline's lease/ 
purchase of aircraft in toe late 
1980s. 

The airline owes JD 69 mil- 
lion to toe Jordan Petroleum 
Re^ry Corporation. JD 16 
million to the Social Security 
Corporation and JD 112 mil- 
lion to local banks, he said. 

The debts were accumulated 
over the years and part of toe 
airline's dues, induing pay- 
ment for toe purchase of the 
itianes, were paid in mid-1980s 
when it sold its aircraft for S278 
million. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Fearing Libya’s withdrawal, 
Arab League pledges support 


Cairo iAP> — After Libya 
s'j,;ccs;cd it might withdraw 
ir. rr. She Arab League, the 
gi!c‘s vcrctary ‘general was 
ei::ck to assure TnpoU of its 
vupport in the Pan Am bomb- 
«ni’. confltci with the West. 

Phe leauiie “aims to solve 
Cbc Lockerbie crisis through 
nre<‘;i;ition. mediation and 
set'icmcnt." SeCrelarv- 
icnerjl Eisxnar Abdul Mcguid. 
j lOrmer Egyptian foreign 
iT? ^;^!er. rolu KpypT's statc- 
.’v.r.,*d Middle Fast News 

M:!i.e there i' no cxiradi* 
• 1 .u'.:eenieii? with Britain, 
y .-iCe the l.)MifeJ States, it 
«.< ! be diffietiii to persuade 
il.ibvai to et:r:idiic the sus* 

pcets.” 

Two Libyan men are 
c! ii ceii in the I'^S,^ bombing of 
r. n An: Right 103, which sent 
the Boetng 747 crashing with 
|V4»pic abo,ird into Lock* 
?: 'ie. Scotland, where 11 villa* 
fers died. France also wants (o 
t.! k with four Libyans about 
tbe tvtmhing of a ilTl airline 
ri:ghi over Niger in 19S9. 

On Sunday, Jummnh Al 
F;izani, Libya's minister for 
pr.^moting unity among Arabs, 
at.ackcd Arab League mem- 
S; r. for honouring intemation- 
.:! ;.a:tctioas the United Nations 
imposed in April l‘>92. 

rhe L'.N. Security Council 
ti .hicned the sanctions on 
D.‘C. 1 to include — besides 
•h air. arms and diplomatic 
cnhargi'«e.s — a ban on import* 
ir.z oil refinery equipment and 
. r ?e:iO:i some of Libya's assets 
M ro.“.d. 

Or. .A.bdul Meguid told the 
Middle East News Agency 
iMEN.A) the three plaintiff 
countries should respect 
Libya's sovereignty since it 
“«reoounced intemational ter- 
rorism and expressed its wil- 
lingness to cry the suspects in a 
neutral country.** 

Cokmei Maammar Oadhafi, 
leader of the country of almost 
four million people, has been 
known to support “liberation 
mo\'ements" like the Irish Re- 
publican Army. His govern- 
ment asserts that it has aban* 
d.'ned such enterprises, 
h*wcver. 

Libya, the most vocal advo- 
Ct.ie of .Arab unity, said Mon- 
d.ty Ti is considering quitting 
tbe league lo protest “the 
.Arabs' submis.sion to LLS. and 
Israeli force." 

Without Libya, tbe official 
news agency JANA said. 
‘‘.Axabs would be able to wel- 
cixne tbeir brother Israel." 



Muammar Qadhafl 

The agency said Libya in- 
formed Dr. Abdul Meguid that 
Tripoli has begun steps to quit. 
It said Dr. Abdul Meguid 
urgently telephoned Col. 
Oadhafi pleading him to recon- 
sider. 

Ofnciul Libyan Tele\ision 
broadcast Sunday night what it 
said was the taped conversa- 
tion between Dr. Abdul 
Meguid and Col. OadhaR. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid's voice. 
monUored by the British 
Broadcasting O>rporation in 
London, urged Col. Oadhafi to 
bold off a decision until the 
two meet. Col. Oadhafi is 
heard to reply: "Israelis and 
the Arabs are embracing eadi 
other while the Arabs are not 
meeting. This does not make 
sense." 

Col. Oadhafi, who sees him- 
self us heir to Gamal Abdul 
Nasser's pan- Arab dream, has 
made known his anger at fel- 
low Arabs for honouring the 
intemational sanctions against 
Tripoli. 

JANA said Mr. Fazzani. 
head of the Libyan ministry 
that is supposed to promote 
unity of all the Arabs, told Dr. 
Abdul Meguid Libya was mov- 
ing to withdraw because the 
league "had fiuled to offer 
an^^ing to the Arab peo]^.’* 
“Member states of the 
league have parddpated in 
blockading the people of groat 
Jamahariya (Libya) in im- 
plementing a resolution issued 
by the crusader enemy,'* Mr. 
Fazzani was quoted as saying. 

"What is taking place is the 
Arabs’ submission to U.S. and 
Israeli force," he said. "There- 
foie the Libyan people are 
seriously thinking of leaving 
the Arab League, so that the 
Arabs would be able to wel- 
come their brother Israel." 


Abdullah A. Saudi, tbe Li- 
byan president of the Bahrain- 
based Arab Banking Coipora- 
cion (ABC), has resigned in 
what appears to be an effort 1^ 
the bank to distance itself from 
Libya and preempt possible 
U.S. action against it. 

ANC. the A'rab World's big- 
gest bank, announced Monday 
that Mr. ^udi had resigned as 
chief executive officer, presi- 
deni and deputy chairman due 
to "external circumstances." It 
said the tno\*e was "necessary 
to protect shareholders’ in- 
terests and safeguard the 
bank's future." 

That was a clear reference to 
the U.S. administration’s assi- 
duous pursuit of "designated" 
Libyan nationals or capital in . 
an effort to plug holes in the 
economic sanctions against 
Libya. 

Last December, after U.S. 
Prerident Bill Qinton pledged 
to tighten sanctions against 
Libya, the U.S. froze the assets 
of the Bahrain-based Arab 
Financial Services (AFS), of 
which Mr. Saudi is chairman 
and in which ABC has a 36 per 
cent stake, for a six-week 
period. 

The U.S. Office of Foreign 
Assets Control claimed tl»t 
AFS, which posted total assets 
of $312.48 million in 1992, was 
60 per cent controlled or influ- 
enced by Libyan interests. 

The assets were released 
without comment on Feb. 2, 
after a trip to Washington by 
the governor of die Bahrain 
Monetary Agency, Abdulla 
Saif, and Bahrain’s minister of 
economy, Ibrahim Abdul 
Karim. 

Bankers in Bahrain had 
feared that the U.S. action 
agmnst AFS presaged similar 
action against ABC. 

Bankinng sources said Mr. 
Saudi was on a U.S. blacklist, 
barring him from entering the 
United States. They said 
Was^ngton had placed ABC 
under Libyan-related sanctions 
during die 1991 Gulf crisis, but 
that swift action by tbe bank 
had Fcvetscd the action within 
a day. 

The sources qxike on oonefi- 
tion of anonymity and thdr 
infonnation could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. 

Mr. Saudi, 57, an interna- 
tionally renown figure in the 
banking worid, founded ABC 
in 1980 with capital shared by 
the Central Bwk of Libya, 
Kuwait’s Ministry of Finance 
and tbe Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority. 


House votes against lifting immuni ty 


(CoettiBord from page 1) 

"If nc were debating 
d: rough insults and beating 
tl.en what do we tell the people 
w ho watch u.^ ... we should set 
.i « cx.irr.f'le.’' Ms. Faisal told 
»n:akcrs. 

Mr Mosn asked the de- 
not to engage in a de- 
f'.ite mer the issue. 

Ms raisjl leiteiateJ her 
Lharyes th.'it Mr. Kieisha de- 
fended martial laws a g-titw 
d-^mocracy and “harmed 
n.:tional unity" when the dis- 
p ites erupted between the 
?• .1 

t'se committer's 

■ t!v- JsM deputies 

• • -I-. J ' .idtiresN the 
.-.•.Ms rai«i! 

• hi'! cohragues to 

.inicsc 7.' nf ihe Con- 
v; (ution. which gives the King 
t! c right lo postpime elections 
anvler extraordinary circutnst- 
a.'fcrs. to pro\-e (hat they are 
concc.'ned with continuity in 
the work of Ihe legislature. 

“Out continuity is depen- 
dent on article "t of the Con- 
^:!;u:iv«n In order to be a 


house with immunity" deputies 
should amend that article, she 
said. 

“How could we be deputies 
while we do not dare amend 
the Constitution ... (Deputies) 
who are true to themselves 
should vote in favour of 
amending article 73," said Ms. 
Faisal, whom many lawmakers 
criticised for addressing the 
legislature with harsh and "im- 
proper language." 

Mr. Masri pleaded with law- 
makera not to respond to Ms. 
Faisal’s remarks in what 
appeared as an attempt to pre- 
ver: the heated exchanges that 
h:;: 'Mi-tcraed :r ">t of the 

LL'pu-i .•\'.'..\!jh ,AI 
ALjjlvh .’.aid on Ik.'r.iU of the 
lO'inembcr lAF Moc that tbe 
lAF rejects lifting the immun- 
ity from any deputy unless he 
"has committed a crime as a 
result of whidi his membership 
in the Hoa«c cannot be con- 
tinued.’' 

Mr. Akailch urged deputies 
to address each other in a 
civilised way, saying, “(people 


do not need) more (fis^tpoint- 
meots in tbe qrmbols of tbeir 
leadeiship.** 

Dr. Akaileb said deputies 
should not allow conflicts that 
emerge in tbe House to de- 
velop into disputes and should 
solve their problems within 
Parliament. 

“We want the deputy to be 
strong in his stands and defend 
the ri^ts of the people ... Wliy 
are we crying to weaken him 
and have (be sword of lifting 
his inuntxniiy han^ng over bis 
head," said Dr. Akaileh. 

"The performance of the 
House has deteriorated, and so 
have tbe way in which deputies 
address ot.hers and the nature 
of debates, subjecting the 
House to criticism from all 
sides," be said urging Mr. Mas- 
ri to activate tbe intemal reg- 
ulations of tbe Hoose against 
all violations. 

During tbe session, the 
House adopted a proposal ^ 
Deputy Abdul Kara Kabariti 
to issM a statement conde- 
mning the massacre at a Maro- 
nite duneb in Lebanon. 


Aideed 
militia 
dismisses 
Cairo talks 


MOGADISHU (R) — War- 
lord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed's milita on Wednesday 
dismissed peace talks in Egypt 
as irrelevant bat said Somalia’s 
rival factions could meet within • 
weeks on home soil to discuss 
the futore. 

Issa Mohammad, Somali 
National Alliance (SNA) 
secretary for external a&irs, 
told Reuters the solution could 
only be readied in Somalia, 
which has had no central gov- 
ernment since January 1991. 

He said talks bringing 
together all factions could be 
held hm foUowiog the return 
of General Aideed, who had 
been touring East Africa for 
the last three months and is 
currently in Kenya.** 

"When Gen. Aideed comes 
bade — and he plans to come 
back very soon — and when 
fliose who are in Cairo return, 
talks will soon be held," he 
said. 

'* Aideed and tbe others (his 
rivais) have said some sort of 
administratioa should be in 
place before tbe Western con- 
tingent leaves Somalia. That 
leaves ns less flian a month," 
be added. 

The SNA said on Tuesday it 
would not attend Ae Cdro 
talks, which are organised by 
l^yptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, the Orgmusation of 
African Unity cfaainiian, Ali 
Mabdi Mohammad, Gen. 
Aideed’s chief political rival, 
and 12 other members of his 
coalition of factions known as 
"the group of 12" axe in Cairo. 

"A true agreement will 
come when all organisations 
come round a table in Somalia, 
discuss their di ffe r en ce s and 
then, read} a decision," Mr. 
Issa said Wednesday. "Tbe 
talks in Cairo are irrelevant 
and a delay in sohdng our 
problem." 

Mr. Issaa said recent infor- 
mal contacts between 16 major 
factions in Nairobi had been 
successfril. Those discussions, 
he added, would proride tiie 
ioipetw fiM' a cooference mside 
Somdia. 

U.S. forces and those of 
other Western nations serving 
in the United Nations Opera- 
tion in Somalia (UNO^hp 
plan to withdraw from Somalia 
by the end of March. 

There are fears that tiieir 
witiidrawal could lead to a 
renewal of tire war of 1992 

that destroyed the country and 
brongbt a famine tiiat killed 
300,000 people. 

Mr. bsa said tiiat Egypt 
could not understand Soma- 
lia's internal problems, vtiiich 
intensified wifo tbe overtiuow 
of dictator Mohammad Said 
Barre in 1991. 

Gen. Aideed and several 
other foction leaders harbour a 
profound distrust of Egyptian 
efforts to find a solution to 
Somalia’s crisis. They believe 
that Egypt, and U.N. Secret- 
ary-General Boutros Ghali, 
die former foreign ministeT in 
Cairo, are biased in fovour of 
factions which oppose Geo. 
Aideed. 

Mr. Issa said Gen. Aideed 
had not rejected Mr. Ali 
Mabdi's plan of a five-man 
rotating presidency but said 
Mr. Ali Mabdi had been prem- 
ature in announcing hb idea. 
“Anyone can propose a type of 
govmninem." hfr. Issa said. 
"But wbetiier it is accepted 
depends on the decistons of tbe 
fuitions wlien they meet." 


Kabul — Ramadan brings 
calm days, rocket-filled nights 


KABUL (AP) — The Holy. 
Month of Ramadan has not 
stof^d the battle for t^ shat- 
tered capital, but it has 
changed the war's rhythms. 

The dai^, when most eveiy- 
one is lasting, are now relative- 
ly calm. But fortified with a 
mehl at sunset, the warring 
soldiers Uluminate the nisht- 
time sky with red tracer bullets 
and notoriously inaccurate 
rockets that could land just 
about anywhere. 

President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani's troops, who control 
most of Kabul, have clung to 
their turf despite a fleroaous 
onslaught launch^ Jan. 1 by 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar and bis ally, war- 
lord Rashid Dostum. 

With neither side gaining 
ground and casualties mount- 
uig, there were hopes that the 
fighting would ease during 
Ramadan, which began Feb. 
13. Muslim societies eve^- 
where slow down during the 
Holy Month, in part because of 
the dawn-to-dusk fost. 

fn Kabul, the main effea has 
been to change the war’s hours 
from day to night. 

A worsening food shortage 
sends residents ruimine around 
for supplies during the day. 
"There's still food in the mar- 
kets, but prices have skyrock- 
eted out of reach for most 
or^aiy resident. 

Mohammad Zia was a 
teacher before the war shut 
down his school. Now, like 
many residents, he’s on the 
street hawking fomily posses- 
sions to buy food. 

“We don't have any food. 
My school has been closed for 
years. I have no salary, no- . . 


thing," said Mr. Zia. standing 
b«ide an old cart loaded with 
well-used tin pots, a pair of 
leather boots, some plastic 
flowers and dirtv carpets. 

Kabul’s idatively caltn days 
are still no guarantee of safety. 
There’s often a burst of rodeet 
fire every few hours. On Tues- 
day, a rocket hit one of tiie 
d^s markets, kflling at least 
one and wountfing nine. 

"It's a quiet day today," said 
Jaquelina Chateunay. a nurse 
with the French-based Mede- 
dns Sans Frontieres who was 
on duty when the casualties 
arrived at Jamhouriat hospital. 
To someone who often sees the 
wounded arrive b}' the dozen, 
it did seem like a quiet day. 

There is hardly a building in 
the city that hasn't b^n dam- 
aged. Entire neighbourhoods 
of Adobe houses have been 
reduced to nibble. Houses that 
are still occupied are sur- 
rounded by sandbags and the 
shattered windows are covered 
inj^astic. 

The rockets that rain down 
on the dty, even during the 
daytime, are often w^ off 
target. More than lOjXXf have 
been wounded and about l.OtX) 
killed over the past two 
months, the vast majority civi- 
lians hit on tbe streets or in 
their homes. 

Now that tiie factions are 
doing most of their shooting at 
ni^t, their aim is even worse. 

The city has been nitfaout 
electricity for months. Even 
those rich enough to afford 
generators are finding it diffi- 
cult and expenrive to buy fuel, 
which is burning more scarce 
by the day. 


Kuwaitis in Boston 
accused of slavery 


BOSTON (AP) — '\A couple 
from Kuwait kept their Sri 
Lankan housekeeper as a 
slave, starving her, spitting on 
her, denying her memcal care 
and threatening to Idil her, 
federal prosecutors said 
Tuesday. 

“This a a case of slavery, 
slaveiy enforced by fear," said 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Steven Venelbach. “A modern 
day version of slavery in Quin- 
cy, Massachusetts." 

Talal and Abair Alzaoki are 


federal mdictment that gives a 
long list of alleged abuses in- 
flicted on 26-y^-old Vasan- 
tha Gedara. the Sri Lankan 
national worked for the 
Alzankis for four months in 
1992. 

In his opening arguments, 
Mr. Vettelbach said the 
Alzankis held Ms. Oedua's 
money and passport, pre- 
venteo her from sending letters 
or using the telephone, kept 
her inside, and forced her to 
work 12-bour days, seven days 
a week for little or no pay. 

He also said the Alzankis fed 
Ms. Gedara only one piece of 
pita bread a day, refused to let 
her see a dentist about a de- 
caying tooth and made her 
scfub the bathroom four times 
a day with chemicals so harsh 
their fumes made her faint. 

"When she consented to go 
to the United States she didn't 
know what she was getting 
into," said Mr. Vettelbach. 

Gedara, now working 
and living with a family in the 
Boston area, left Sri Lanka for 
Kuwait to make money and 
escape political persecution, 
she said in an earlier Associ- 
ated Press interview. 

In Kuwait, Talal Alzanki’s 
mother hired her to work for 
him in the United States. The 
Alzankis paid to fly Ms. 
Gedara to Massachusetts 
September 1992. 

Prosecutors say Ms. Gedar- 
a's enslavement' started the 
moment she landed and ended 
in December 1992. when some 


nurses hired to care for the 
Alzanki’s sick baby helped Ms. 
Gedara “escape." 

But attornejS for the 
Alzankis said Ms. Gedara was 
not a slave because she was 
never forcibly kept in the 
-apartment; the dour was al- 
ways unlocked; she had fre- 
ouent contact with visitors; and 
often left tbe apartmen < > ' 

§ 0 with Abatr Alzariri ;o .ue 
ospital. 

huchael CoUera, who repre- 
sents Talal Alzanki, cast the 
situation as a “misunderstand- 
ing" among people battling ex- 
treme stress and a language 
barrier. 

The Alzankis speak Arabic; 
Ms. Gedara speaks SeoN^alese 
and the two women spoke only 
a smattering of English at the 
time of the alleged servitude. 

In addition to the stress of 
being a foreigner in tbe United 
States, Talal Alzanki. now 30, 
was getting poor ^ades in his 
graduate courses in eiectricaJ- 
engineering at Boston Uni- 
versity, Mr. Collera said. 

On top of this, he said, the 
couple’s new baby had severe 
birth defects, including a se- 
vered and curved spine and 
water on the brain. Then, on 
Nov. 25. 1^, the day after 
the baby came home from tbe 
ht^ital, Abair Alzanki bad a 
miscarriage. 

AU these factors combined 
to create a poor work environ- 
ment. said .Mr. CoUera. but not 
one of slavery. 

“Whatever her expectations 
were coming to America. 
(Gedara) knew she was going 
to be paid to dean and'iake 
care of a sick child. She knew it 
was going to be lonely." he 
said. "She did not come here 
involuntarily." 

Dennis Sayler. the attorney 
for Abair Alzanki. rented 
chb description of Ms. Gedara 
as a lonely woman in a foreign 
country shjck in a bad job. 

Ms. Gedara was expected to 
testily Wechiesday. as well as 
some' of the nurses who he^d 
her leave the Alzankis* apart- 
ment. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Indonesia to urge U.S. to accept PLO demands 

JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia, chairman of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, said Wednesday it would urge the United States to 
accept Palestinian demands • for measures to ensure the safety 
of Palestinians in the occupioJ territories. “We will convey to 
die United States that the problem is better settled in 
accordance with ^lestine's proposal because we believe it is 
acceptable and reasonable. Tbe important thing b the peace 
process should not be damaged." Foreign Minister AH Alatas 
told reporters aJfter meeting Pnsideni Suharto. He said Mr. 
Soharto had received a letter from Palestine Uberation 
Organisation* (PLO) chief Yasser Arafat, asking him to 
become involved directly in the problem of last Friday’s 
massacre of more than 60 Palestinians by an Israeli settler. Mr. 
Arafat told U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher on 
Tuesday that an international force was needed to protect- 
Palestinians in the territories. The PLO suspended peace talks 
with Israel following the killing. The Security Council con- 
tinued its debate on tiie massacre on Tuesday for a second day. 

Talks on Cyprus adjourn after first round 

NICOSIA (AP) — U.N.-sponsored talks on confidence* 
building measures between the rival Greek and Tniicisb 
Cypriot communities were adjourned for six days Tuesday 
after completion of a first round. “The two sides are closer on 
some issues than on other issues," said U.N. representative 
Gustave Feissel after a 90-minute meeting with President 
Glafoos Clerides, the Greek Cypriot leader. "We beard 
enough things that should enable us to come up with ideas to 
help them get together." he added. Mr. Feissel conferred with 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktasb in Turkish-occujned 
north Cyprus earlier in the day. He said the United Nations 
will present its "ideas" when talks resume next Monday. 'Hie 
latest round of negotiations started on Feb. 17 after a break of 
nine months. Tbe package of confidence building measures 
proposed by the United Nations is designed to break the 
dea^ock between the two sides for the reunification of the 
island in a bi-zonal federation. The package envisages the hand 
over of part of the Turkish-occupied coas^ city of 1 . Famagosta 
to U.N. control and the retuin to it of Greek Cypriots who fled 
the 1974 Turkish invasion. The disused Nicosia international 
airport will also be handed over to the United Nations for use 
by both sides. 

Algerian women denounce teacher's murder 

PARIS (R) — An Algerian women' group expressed its 
revulsion on Tuesday at the murder of an elementary school 
headmistress in a statement issued by the offidal news agency 
APS on Tuesday. She was the 24th scbooi teacher to be killed 
during two years of political violence blamed on Muslim 
activists. "Through the assassination of women it is the very 
foundation of our existence as a nation that is threatened," 
said the statement by the Algerian Women’s Movement for 
Family Solidarity in Rural areas. It expressed its “dismay, 
shock and revulsion" at the murder of Zhour Meziane, 54. 
mother of three children and headmistress of an elementary 
school in Algiers, who was attacked by three gunmen inside 
her school on Sunday. “At present we are seeing... the 
destruction and annihilation of all who represent progress and 
knowledge, the objectives for which we have paid a hea^ 
tribute," said the statement carried by APS monitored in 
Paris. , ■ 

Iran denies opposition c?alm of hit squad 

ROME (R) — The Iranian embassy in Italy has denied an 
allegation by an opposition group that Tehran had sent 
assassins to kill a dissident living in Florence. The embassy 
issued a statement which dismissed the claim as without 
foundation. The opposition National Coundl of Resistance of 
Iran alleged on Sunday that two men had followed the 
dissident, who was not named, to kill him or prepare for his 
murder. Police in Florence have confirmed that they detained 
two men last Saturday for carrying false identity documents 
but said they had no evidence ^at would indicate they were 
killers. Tbe Iranian embassy statement said police headquar- 
ters in Florence had informed the «r .Jn that the nationality 

of the TWO men was not yet know;.. .Mohammad Hussein 
Nagdi. a former Rome representative of the council. Iran’s 
main opposition group for foe last 1 1 years, was shot and killed 
in Rome on March 16 last year. 

Algerian hijackers were due for sack 

PARIS (R) — Three policemen who surrendered after 
hijacking an Algerian airliner to Spain were about to be fired, 
the Algerian Interior Ministry said Tuesday. They were 
recruited less than two years ago and were "in an irregular' 
adminhirative situation since ten days ago and consequently 
were about to be dismissed." the ministry said in a statement 
carried by the official news ^ency APS*. The agency moni- 
tored in Paris did not give their names but said they were 
"young agents of public order in Tlndouf," a desert town in 
south-western Algeria. On a domestic flight from Oran in 
westeni Algeria to Annaba in foe east, they hijacked an Air 
Algerie Btteing which landed in the Spanish Mediterranean 
town of Alicante on Monday. They released all foe passengers 
and crew and asked for political asylum in Spain. 

Kuwait considers army jobs for women 

KUWAIT fR) — Kuwaiti Defence Minister Sheikh Ali Al 
Salem Al &bah was quoted on Wednesday as saying that foe 
emirate might give women non-combat Jol» in the army. "Tbe 
role of women in administratbe and desk work helps saring 
military human resources... the step is still under study." 
Sheikh AH said, according to Al Qabas newspaper. He raid 
five women had already been trained abroad for unspecified . 
tasks. Al Qabas reported. The oil-rich Gulf state, with a native 
population of around 620.000. is short of manpower and 
depends largely on foreign labour. 
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Diplomacy of sorts 


THE ARAB lives lost in Die Hebron m^acre may 
have not gone in vain if the flnrry of diplomatic 
activity that foUowed will succeed in providing 
effective protection to the Palestinians on top 
accelerating the implementation of the PLO-lsrael 
accord. The Rabin government has yet to yidd to 
Arab and intematMHial pressures calling for putting 
in place an intematio^ regime for protecting 
Arabs under occupation from the kind of genocide 
that occurred at the Ibrahimi Mosque last Friday. 
The release of 500 or so Palestinian prisoners has 
impressed neithar the Arab side nor the intemation* 
al community but could be seen as a small step 
towards adc^ting more meaningful confidence- 
bnOding measures by the IsraeUs. The U.N. Seenr- 
ity Council is still struggling to formulate a resolu- 
tion acceptable to both sides and may succeed in the 
end to adopt a decision that would satisfy the 
mintm nm security' needs of the Palestinians. 

The best news, however, could be that the Rabin 
government may now be willing to cut into half the 
period for the implementation of the Palestinian- 
Israeli agreement. If this tarns out to be the case, 
then tbm is room for optimism provided that the 
new measure is also accompanied by moves to 
provide safety for Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza &rip. 

The flurry of intemational and regional activities 
in the aflennath ot the massacre, is in itself 
necessary. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
has been on the line contacting PLO Chainnan 
Yasser Arafat about how to contain the dami^ that 
was soslained by ^ a^' A 

Russian emissary hastwien in raotact with the PLO 
leadership to Tunis|||U w^ v 
government to a bid £T pi^K>'e Uie inomoitiim of 
the peace cfTort. The European Cornmniiity has 
likewise lost no time to jotoing forces with others to 
order to save the peace process, and even give it a 
new momentum. 

It seems that all parties have learned a big lesson 
from the recent spiUtog of blood to the occupied 
territories and are now pooling their resources to 
replace the cycle of riolence with constructive moves 
towards peace. 

But this cannot be done without moving swiftly 
and effectively in the direction of providing true 
security to the Palestinians during the interim 
period. By upgrading the priority consideration of 
the settlement issue, the st^e could also be set ftH* a 
real advance to the critical peace talks. HopeftiDy, 
Israel and its allies could be forthcomii^ on these 
legitimate cmicems and by so doing they would 
make the cause of moderation much more tenable 
for ail of us. The U.S., to particular, has to make up 
for its failure (o act properly in reaction to the 
nuusacre. Washington's pathetic response to the 
need for security for Palestinians, coupled with 
Presidenl Clinton's weak-kneed reaction to an 
otherwise grossly abhorrent terrorist attack, makes 
it necessary for the Americans to show greater 
statesmanship now. They wUl not be able to do that 
if the Israeli army itself upstages them in eallR to get 
Jewish settlers Palestixuans' back. 


ARABK PRESS COMliEliTARIES 


IN THE face of the continued massacres and atrocities against 
the PalcMinian people, the majority of nations have demanded 
that the V.N. S^rity Council 'ensure protection for the 
oppressed people, said Tareq Masarweh in Al Ra'i Arabic 
daiW Wednesday. But he sa^ such demand vb-as rebuffed 
thanks to the United States and the U.N. Secretary General 
^uiras Ghali. who suggested sending civilian observers to the 
ticeupted lands. Of course, said the writer, observers can by no 
means ensure prortection for the Palestinian people, and for 
thu^ rca.v>n the Israeli government has given its consent to the 
presence of observer. Thus we see that the massacre in 
Hebron and the continued atrocities committed by the Israeli 
trx^ps and settlers in Palestine have received an ignominious 
reaction on the part of the world communitv* and the U.N. 
organisation, said the writer. He said that the U.N. observers 
will only be stationed in Jericho and Gaza and no way can they 
be close to the holy shrines in Hebron or in Jeiitsalem. 

Washington does not want an open session for the Security 
Counci! in order to expose its biased stand. It rather seeks a 
resumption of IsraeU-Palestinian negotiations, he added. The 
writer said that if the U.N. peacekeeping forces could do 
nothing in Bosnia, no one expe^ mere carvers to provide 
protection to the Palestinian civilians. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily said that the Arab countries 
did w«U in suspending the Arab-lsraeli talks to support the 
PLO’s similar decision in protest against the massacres and to 
ba ck demands for protection for the Palestinian people. 
Mahmoud Rimawi said that the Arabs are not closing the door 
in the face of talks to regain control of their usurped lands. But 
suspension of the negotiations was necessary to give the Arab 
leaders rime to take stock of the situation and coordinate their 
position vis-a-vis the news devetopmentt. Vr'hat the Arab 
expect DOW is a strong collectiv'e Arab stand in the face 
of Israeli settletncnt programmes and a 6rm stand with regard 
to the implementation of the U.N. resolutions, said the writer. 


The security dimension of the Hebron massacre 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. M^douheh 


VrTTH RESPECT to the Hebron Massacre, there is much for 
the journalist, the political analyst, the sociologist, the 
psychologist, the poet and the man in the street to reflect 
upon. Much can be said about the feelings of those dawn 
worshippers at the moment of the merciless slai^ter and 
demise — the helplessness they must have felt, the shock, the 
fear, the rage — about the cruel memory the survivors have to 
live with. Much can also be said about the sense of horror, of 
impotence, of disgust and of hatred about Barudi Goldstein's 
carefully planned and spitefully executed bloody act — the 
timing, the exact place where he stood when he opened fire 
and the type of weapons he used; about Israel's convenient use 
of linguistic labels — a Palestinian committing an act of 
violence, even in self-defence, is a "terrorist'*, an Israeli, on 
the other hand, is (at worst) “insane". Much can be said about 
Israel's sovereignty over the holy places (induing Jerusalem), 
whether or not it is justified in such daims and qualified to 
play the role of the protector of the three faiths in the many 
Palestinian holy dries; about the extremely selfish, rude, 
provocative, dangerous, aod illegal presence of settlers in the 
occupied territories: about the unjustified slowness of the 
peace process which, had it been more speedily and less 
intransigently implemented on the part of Israel, could have 
.averted the Al Ibrahimi mosque tragedy and the ones, 
commined daily before and after the massacre; about the new 
possibilities available to the Arab and Palestinian negotiator; 
etc. 

I wish to limit my discussion here, however, to one 
dimension of the chilling massacre, namely the question of 
Palestinian and Israeli security. 

From the very beginning of me Arab-lsraeli conflict, much 
more attention has bixn paid to Israel's security than to that of 
the Palestinian people or the Arabs more generally. We aU 
understand, of course, the root causes of such unfair (and 
often travel imbalance. Up until Israel's ruthless invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982, an invasion which inflicted heavy lo^es and 
a great deal of suffering on Lebanese civilians and Palestinian 
refugees. Israel had remarkably succeeded in convincing the 
Western world of the validity of its most often exaggerated and 
even avaricious security claims. The image, up until that 
particular event and the intifada, was that toael was a poor, 
helpless (or heroic) democracy living in the middle of hostile, 
more powerful countries. Its security ought to be of para- 
mount importance. A ^ick look at the key speeches deliver^ 
by nearly all U.S. presidents or president candidates in the 
s^d era. for example, reveals an excessive concern with 
Israel's security (by contrast, little or nothing is said about 
Palestinian or Arab security). 


Israel, of course, made maximum use of such an extremely 
favouraUe situation, amasang aU kinds of sophisticated 
weapons (including weapons of mass destruction), ocenp^ng 


any land it saw fit (i.e. southern Lebanon), plantingsettl^ 
ments throughout the tenitories it occupi^ in 19^, and 


(naturally) killing Palestinians and Arabs inside and outside 
the occupied territories on an almost daily basis-ail under the 
preteact of security. 

Though the 19^ invasion and the intifada revealed not only 
the tium about Israel's military status and might but also the 
falsehood of many of its security claims, Imel continu^ 
nonetheless to place great emphasis on its “security. " In fact it 


their rejection of occupation and of 

Palestinian acts of violence since the mofada nave .own 

extremely limited and isolated, and in no way compan with 

Barudi Cioldstein’s. ,, • . 

The bloody ads of Goldstein (the supposedly civilised Ivy 
Leauc'^uate, of Columbia University, and the suppo^ 
life-saviour, he is a phyacian) and of the Israeli solders in the 
various Palestinian towns and cities come to remind vs the 
utter vulnerability of the Palestinians, of tiietr almost total lack 


^security. Any fRffatirai J^eli terrorist (settler or no settier, 
“extreme" or not “extreme,” to use Israeli Prime Mmister 




Inevitably, peace is the only guarantee 
of security, for both tiie Israeli and the 
Palestinians. But many of us worry even 
after the establishment of peace, for two 
main reasons. First, while the vast 
majority of the Palestinians are ready 
for peace with Israel, many Israelis (the 
likes of Goldstein) are not.” 


is such daims that have hindered, at times even crippled and 
obstructed, tte momentum of the peace process since Madrid 
— unjustifiably. One could indeed argue that the Palestiman 
and toaeli negotiators have, since the Sept. 13 agreement, 
been stuck on almost all significant issues because of the 
mfamous question of Israel's '‘security": the size of the Jeridio 
area, the settlements in Gaza and the border crossings. 

The pm'nt here is not that Israel's security is not important . 
Rather, it is ^t Brad’s image of its security and die unfair 
demands it has attempted and is attempting to impose are: a) 
blown way out of proportion and, more crudally, b) immense- 
ly one-sid^. viiy do we not hear about Palestinian security? 
Who is more secure, we should ask, the Israelis or the 
Palestinians? Baruch Goldstein's crime and the daily crimes 
commrted by the Israeli soldiers before and dnee provide an 
answer to the question. *nie intifada has come to remind 
people in the whole world, those who know the history of the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict and those who do not, that the Palesti- 
nians are essentially peace-loving people, that thity are 
remarkably dvUised in dealing with the repressive measures of 
a ruthless occupier, that the negative image Israel has tried (at 
times successfully) to perpetuate about them as “tenoiists" 
and "uncivilised" is false: The stones they throw at armoured 
vehicles and heavily armed soldiers are symbolic, signifying 


Yitzhak Rabin’s own terms) can kfll any Palestinian anytime 
anyvriiere, as eadly as Barudi has. , . 

We worry about the security and safety of Palestimans 
under occupation, and we do not trust the Israeli army, under 
iriiose knowledge die massacre was committed, t o prote rt 
th^ m- The immediate disarming of tbe settlers, die “extreme" 
and the not so extreme, is a must. Tbe dismantling of the 
settlements, whidi were established under the false prete^ of 
security, is ultimately inevitable, for tbe sake of Palestiman 
security first and for emost, to whidi Israel and the internation- 
al community ou^t to lend a listening ear from now on. 
Otherwise, more msasters are ^dy to happen. The words of 
the Rabbi at Goldstein’s suppose funeral, “One million 
Arabs are not vroitfa a Jewish fingernail," are already a 
warning. 

Inevitably, peace is tbe only guarantee of security, for both 
tbe braelis and the Palestinians. But many of us worry even 
after the estabUshment of peace, for two main reasons. First, 
while the vast majority of &e Palestinians are ready-for peace 
with Israel, many Iswlis (the likes of Goldstein), are noL 
Imel ought to educate and re-educate its dtizens at^t tbe 
Palestinians and the Arabs; it most act now to eliminate many 
of ^e misconceptions and tbe prejodides it planted in the 
minds of its pe^le vis-a-vis Pdestinians and Ai^. 

Secondly, Israel, we ought to reimnd, possesses many kinds 
of weapons of destruction: biological, diemica]; atomic, 
and Dudear. Such weapons pose a double threat: a) they can 
anytime pollute and penson our environment and b) they may 
at any time, even after the estabfisbment of peace, be used 
against 05. Who is to ensure our safety and security? 

Iraq and North Korea, Israel must soon be'scaiched; 
an its weapons of mass destruction be eliminated, if we want a 
safer, more secure Middle East, and if the Arabs and Israelb 
are to live in true peace. 

The ball is in the court of our n^tiators now, in. the court 
of tto mternaiional community O^aracularly the USA), and in 
the court of torael. We den^d true security and peace. 
The writer is a proftsswr of American Dtnature at Yarmonk 
University. He contributed this article to tbe Jordan Times. 






a:;. "’‘■» 

fj 


.1 


yj r,i I’rt'jA »» 



gy }tagp/e 1 


By Robert Mahoney 
Reuter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Even before the Hebron 
massacre Palestinian Leader 
Yasser Arafat was in trouble 
with his own people. 

Youths in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip had be- 
gun defadng his image on wall 
pdntings and posters put up 
triumphantly last September to 
mark the signing of a historic 
Palestinian self-rule deal with 
Jsrael. 

' Now tbe slaughtier'. Of more 
than 60 Palestinians b}" a Jew- 
ish settler has crystollised 
opposition to that accord for 
many ordinary Palestinians, 
ever fearfiil of 'the 120,000 set- 
tlers in their midst. 

It has also dented the credi- 
bility of Mr. .Arafat and the 
leadership of his Fateh faction 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), accord- 
ing to Fateh members them- 
selves. 

"In Gaza the PLO is in a 
corner." said Freih .Abu Me- 
dain, a Fateh member close to 
Arafat. 

"The peace process has 
totally lost credibility', and the 
leadership have lost credibility 
now that they are facing the 
people," he told Reuters. 

Faisal Al Husseini. Mr. Ara- 
fat's senior aide in the West 
Bank, was jeered when he 
visited Jerusalem's Mokassed 
Hospital to see victims of la.st 
Friday's massacre. 

Support for Che accord be- 



M. KAHIL 


Slaughter pushes Arafat into corner 


gan to wane last December 
when difierences over security 
delayed the transfer of author- 
ity and an Israeli troop with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho. 

The mosque mauacre has 
accelerated the erosion, forc- 
ing Mr. Arafat to insist on 
international protection for 
Palestinians and the disarming 
of settlers. 

He knows that Prime Minu- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin will never 
agree to oompromtse Israeli 
"sovereignty” by allowing a 
foreign military force to t^>er- 
ace in the occupied lands. Nor 
will Mr. Rabin risk a civil war 
among Jews by forcing large 
numbers of settlers off land 
they believe is Cod-given. 


Yet Mr. Arafat has to move, 
is under pressure from all 
sides. Ifis own people want tbe 
Israeli army uid settlers off 
their backs and an improve- 
menr in living conditions. 
Many who believed tbe 
Norwegian-brokered self-rule 
deal would be tiiat path to 
peace now doubt it. 


The United States, Israel’s 
chief ally, is committed to push 
through the Oslo accord and is 
trying to nudge Mr. Arafat in 
to an accommodation mih the 
Jewish state. 


Arab states too, despite pub- 
lic reticence, see puce with 
Israel as being in their interest 
and are leaning on the PLO 


diief. diplomats say. 

Tbe massacre bs robbed 
Mr. Arafat of time and man- 
oeuvrability. It has fonher de- 
layed bis arrival in Jericho and 
Gaza, where be to set 

up a Palestinian police force 
quickly to defuse tension and 
keep the lid 00 (fisseni. 

It has also brought to tbe top 
of tbe agenda ^my issues 
such as settlement which both 
Mr. Arafot and Mr. Rabin 
planned to tackle in tbe second 
phase of tbe self-nile deal. 

“People feel insecure. 
Rabin's word that Israel will 
take care of the senles is no 
longer enough," said a Fateh 
official. "We have to get a' 
commitment to A'!ggw« settle- 


meots now." 

The PLO leadership fear 
that support could shift further 
to mhiiani groups 1^ Hamas 
if it carries out its vow to 
avenge tbe Hebron killings. 


“Tbe massacre has revealed 
great defects in tbe Oslo agree- 
ment," Chassan Al Ebam>, a 
former Palestinian peace nego- 
tiator said. “Axafet is coaq^ 
led to retreat from some 
aspects of tbe agreement in 
order to keep what is left of 
popular support both for the 
accord and the PLO itself," he 
told Reuters. 


Tunis vriiich has disinissed Mr. 
Rabin’s crackdown on extrem- 
ist settlers as empty and 
hollow. 

Mr. Arafat hopes this stance 
will calm anger and allay secur- 
ity fears in &e West' Bank and 
^za while behind the blaster 
he can finesse a way out with 
U.S. mediation. 

1^. Arafat has only sus- 
pended not broken .off pean>- 
talks. He believes hfr. RabioTs 
political futore in bound up 
rimost as much as his own with 
the pnxxss. ' ^ 

PLO 6ffida]5"fabpe-‘be can 
^ negotiate abmetfan^'' stronger 
I'ld than tbe vragixe “interiiBtional 
'presence" wfaicbT*?I(fr.' Rabin 
has agreed to aDpw in Gaza 
and Jericho. But they acknow- 
ledge Palestimans are unlikely 
to an armed' protection 
force. 

Mr. Arafet also needs con- 
cessions on settlements. PLO 
offals hope for tiie removal 
of “provocative" enclaves sach 
as those in tbe heart of Heb- 
ron, a dty of 110,0(X) Arabs. 
They also want the dismantling 
' of Netzarim settlement, an iso- 
lated enclave south of Gaza 
City. 

offidals believe the 
Palestinian-Israeli talks will 
eventually resume in Washing- 
ton but ^ey insist negotiators 
will have to return with con- 
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Hence the strong rhetoric 
and tough demands coming 
from PLO headquarters in 


Crete gams. 

“This massacre 'is just an 
alarm to show what could 
come if settlements are lun 


dealt with." Mr. Abn Med^ 
said. “The PLO is in tne 


cener. 




Massacre paints new colour to political landscape 


By G. H, Jansen 
As was only to be expected, 
the fall-cut. the consequence, 
of the Hebron mosque mas- 
sacre are many and varied. 
1116 most sigsifienn: of these 
ore psychological, char is atti- 
tudes and emotions. 

Tbe most important attitu- 
dinal change is chat the spell 
of the omnipotence of the 
One World Power, the U.S., 
and. in the Middle East, the 
U.Sjlsrael has been broken. 
For the last three or four 
years whatever the U.S. "rid- 
ing high" wanted the U.S. 
got. The break came on Feb. 
2S when three .Arab govern- 
meats. Syria, Lebanon and 
Jordan, walked out of talks 
with Israel in Washington. 
This was a slap in the face of 
U.S. President Bfll Clinton 
because on Feb. 25, witbin 
hours of die massacre, he 
Cried !0 rush the Arabs into 
carrying on "business as 
usual" by inviting Israel: Pre- 
mier Vitzhak Rabin and PLO 
Chairman Yasser .Arafat to 
send their negotiators to 
Washington, ^ssibly by 
March 2. or even earlier. 
According to Mr. Qinton. 
both Mr. Rabin and Mr. Ara- 
fat said "yes" at the time. 

But the .Arab govern- 
ments, facing the blazing 
hatred and anger of their 
people, said “no" and left 
Washington despite .Amer- 
ican pto not to leave and 


not to dd anything precipi- 
tate; even using the specious 
argument chat breaking off 
the negotiations, even tem- 
porarily. was what the ene- 
mies of the peace process. 
Jew* and Arab, wanted. 

What put steel into tiie 
hitherto wobbly spines of tbe 
Arab governments was not 
only fear of the wrath of their 
pe^le but that this time the 

Clinton administration's bias 
in favour of Israel was 
altogether too blatant. Parti- 
cularly so in Che U.N. Secur- 
ity- Council where, first, the 
U.S. tried to delay a meeting, 
then su^ested that the coun- 
cil issue only a statement and 
not a resolution and then 
tried to water down the terms 
of the resolution. 

By abandoning any pre- 
tense that it was an honest 
broker between .Arabs and 
Israelis in the peace process, 
the U.S. made i: easier even 
for Arab goventmems to say 
“no". And having done that 
once, they could do ji again. 
7116 emotional climate in the 
politics of West Asia has 
undergone a basic change; in 
their mind-set the Arate are 
no longer in America’s pock- 
et, to be taken for granted. 

The same breaking of a 
spell of subservience has 
taken place within tbe PlJO, 
where it seemed as if the 
reformers couid never do 
anything to curb the one- 


man. arbitrary rule of Yasser 
Arafot. Thus, soon after the 
reformers had extracted from 
him a promise to consult the 
PLO Executive Committee 
before taking decisions, he 
immediately accepted Mr. 
Qinton's invitation without 
consulting anyone. It b tbe 
PLO. through its Executive 
Committee, that has now 
publicly humbled Mr. Arafet 
by saying that no PLO repre- 
sentatives will be going to 
Wasbington for taJky with 
Israel, for the time being. 
Only a special envoy to talk, 
not to tire Israelis, but to tire 
Americans, to work ont wbat 
the Americans could get the 
Israelis to do before negotia- 
tions can resume. As a result 
of Hebron, tbe PLO could be 
a much more democratic 
body. 

Western unity 'u tbe Secur- 
ity Council, between tbe 
U.$., U.K. and France, has 
toen broken as a result of tbe 
blatant pro-Israel bias of the 
U.S. over Hebron. France 
.tabled a separate resolution 
of its own calling for better 
protection for Palestinian 
dvitlans. As a result of Heb- 
ron, tbe Security Council, 
perhaps, could behave in a 
•more equitable manner if 
France continues to take its 
own stand. 

Any diminution in tbe pre- 
stige and power of tire One 
World Power in this area is 


bad for its local surrogates, 
like Egypt and Saudi Arabia, 
because Egypt in particular 
has been pushed by the U.S. 
hiio playing a proiranent role 
in tbe FLO-Israel talks, al- 
ways oigmg PLO to make 
concessions. These surro- 
gates will now have to play 
more cautious and less pig- 
ment roles. 

The Hebron massacre will, 
ineluctably, have an impor- 
tant impact on Israel- 
Palestisian “peace’* negotia- 
tions. While some of tbe fel- 
low settlers of Banidj Gold- 
stem in Kiryat Arba wish to 
believe he is a hero, be has 
dose tbe settlers a singixlar 
disservice because settlers 
and settlements cannot but 
be discussed in the next 
round of negotiations as is 
being demanded by tbe 
Pal^xuans; according to the 
Olso accords, these issues 
were supposed to come txp 
only after the interim period 
of five years. 

Apart ftom these intangi- 
ble changes in feelings and 
attitudes, tbe Kdrron mas- 
sacre has placed a drama- 
tic, overt, visible change: the 
uadespread popular anger it 
caused has relit the flames of 
the intifada. And restarted it 
in revitalised form because 
tbe rioting pitiled in places 
and people who bad not been 
involved in the earlier sta^ 
of intifada which b^an in 


1987. Thus, there were vio- 
lent riots and killings in the 
^aces like Nazareth and Jaf- 
fa and the Negev, in Israel 
“proper”: something which 
bad never hajqrened on sudi 
a scale before. Forthennore. 
the bedouin tribeanen of tbe 
Israeli N^v, so subdued 
that they are used by the 
braeli anny. also rose up, 
perhaps out of sympathy with 
Hebron, perhaps out of re- 
venge ^ the tiieft by Israel 
of tiieir tribal lands. As a 
result of Hebron, fritter, open 
anti-Israeli feeling is now 
more widespread than ever 
before both in the occupied 
territories and among Palesti- 
nians in toael itself. 

It was bad enough that a 
Jewisb zealot should shoot 
scores of MusUms in tbe back 
while they were praying in a 
mosque, but wbat is much 
worse is that his fellow- 
z^ts in bis settlement of 
Kiryat Arba and elsewhere 
should show no remorse after 
the killing. Quite tiie con- 
trary. The U.S.-born doctor 
Baruefa Goldstein has been 
eulogised as a “hero", a 
“martyr”, who “carried out 
one of God's command- 
ments" (but not of course the 
commandment saying; 
“Thou Shalt now kill”). In 
short, t hanks to Hebron, the 
whole world has pre- 
sented with tbe ugly, the 
hideoas, face of Zionism: 




that is it a brutal racist creed. ^ 

The Hebron massacre has 


had its effect on the internal 
politics^ scene whhis Israel. 

It has shown Mr. Rabin, who 
was elected on the ticket of 
making peace with the 
Palestinians, as a stubborn, 
stiff necked, old-fashioned 
Zionist sayii^ “no*" to dis-lnf^ 


arming settlers, except m. 

chosen few, “no" to with-'™ 


drawing settlements', except av 
chosen few, and “ho” to a. 
foreign supervisory* force, 'jjlloii'i 
only a “foreign presence’ c 

“temporarily". But a foreigp ^ nyi 

presence, however. tempor->^‘'*t 
ary, whl pur Israel into 1 ' 

separate categ^ of state- ' 


OT6 whidi has'to' be snper--^ 0 )rj|^ 
vised. All this puts strains or^ 


tbe coalition betvreen 


hr 


Rabin’s Labour Party and i, 

partner Meretz. Sberal anc- ‘ 


m 




left wing. i 
It also puts a strain on tbU ^ 
relations betweentbe govern^ 
ment and the army whid^- 
thinks that not toough 


ujutAA uwL noi envugii ue.- 

been done to cmb'irahtan^sj 
settlers. Aftrt all. 'it is tin^^-.w'' 


army that has to she'd blow 
to counter disrurbancelSih^.tf 


caused bv the acsmhs of to « ^'1 
sstders. ■■ i 


Ail in all, the H<lbron masjT 
sacre can already be seen 
be a crucial event in qop 


— » cvciu. lu ■ {jj nij 

recent history of this area«^ 

and it will beronre even moriiii^ *^**r/f j, 

imponantasitscrinseouenoeA. .liw fo 


imponantasitsdonseqnenoeJ^liijj 
unfold In the-firture. 
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PubiiAmd Bvmry Thursday 


5ue JSafcer 

Reuter 

LONDON ^ Today *5 
i^romen reporfers have 
mae big strides towards 
equality in their profession 
bat stil! face some of the 
same obstacles as the trailb- 
laz^ of 50 years ago. 
Women do, more or 
less, have open access to 
any story today they enjoy 
the same tuning as men 
and are paid the same rate 
for the job their views are 
listened to and taken 
seriously and they are just 
as likely to be killed or 
wounded as a male repor- 
ter, ” says a new book about 
women reporters. 

But author Anne Sebba 
laments! '^Although it may 
be generally agreed that 
there is no longer any thin g 
in the Seld of news which 
women are not able to cov- 
er, diere are still few of 
them at the top.” 

Wlij'ie today's tvomeji 
journafists are largely 
^ared the depth of male 
scorn lavished on 19th cen- 
tury pioneers, Ms. Sebba 
says many still encounter 
tfae same resistance faced 50 
ye^ ago by those who 
tried to break into *‘non- 
traditional'' female news 


Today women reporters face 
same obstacles as 50 years ago 




areas sueb as wars, politics, 
commentating or editorial 
writing. 

Ni^r up the corporate 
ladder, the picture is even 
l>haker, she says in BattUag. 
For News: The Rise Of Tie 
Woman Reporter. 

None of Bntain*s serious 
oewspapers, such as the 
Times or Daily Telegraph, 
has yet appointed a woman 
as editor although 
popular tabloids have done 
so — while at the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
only 10 per cent of senior 
managers are women with 
18 per cent in middle man- 
agement. 

Things were worse, 
though, in the pioneer days, 
recounts Ms. Sebba, wbdie 
book is largely historical. 

In 1881, when cbe aristoc- 
rat Lady Florence Dixie was 
asked as a stunt by the 
Morning Post to report on 
the Zulu wars, becoming 
the Srst British ivoman sent 
by a newspaper to cover a 
war, the j^palar press de- 
rided her as a **brainless 


socialite who would have 
trouble keeping up with the 
troops.'* 

Flora Shaw, who re- 
potted as a freelance from 
Gibraltar, Egypt and Bel- 
gium, became the first 
woman to join tire penna- 
nent staff of the Times in 
1892 — but only after writ- 
ing a regular column for two 
years without being allowed 
to use her name. 

Nearly SO years on. 
World War B provided the 
spur hsr a new generation of 
women to break into front- 
line reporting. 

Bat it was an uphill bat- 
tle. 

Clare HoUingworth of the 
—Daily Telegraph scored a 
coup with a report about 
the jziiZitajy activity on the 
German-Polish border 
which marked the start of 
World War B. 

According to Ms. Sebba, 

• since HoWngworth was 
young, attractive and 
female her report was in- 
itially disbelieved by her 
boss in Berirn. 


Another trailblazer, 
American Martha Gel- 
ihoiu, also battled against 
male prejudice and ptofes- 
tional jealousy — fr-om her 
own husband, the journalist 
and author Bmesr Heming- 
way. 

After he arranged to have 
her stripped of her accre- 
ditation, she stowed away 
on a ho^tal ship and bid in 
a toilet to rea^ the Nor- 
mandy beaches and become 
the only unauthorised re- 
porter to cover *tbe "D- 

Day*' allisd invasion of 
Europe, 

Half a century later, 
veteran BBC tehvakm re- 
porter Kate Adie says sexist 
attitudes still exist, sdthough 
she admits the past 15 years 
have seen radical changes 
for women. 

“Most male Journalists 
still believe that you're ffut- 
tering your eyelids and that 
you opened your legs to get 
the job or the story," Adie 
is quoted as saying in Ms. 
Sebba's book. 

Adie, who made a name 


for berseJf covering the 
April 1986 U.S. bombing of 
the Libyan capital Tripoli 
and the 1989 pro- 
democracy uprising in Beij- 
ing, told Ms. Sebba that a 
widely circulated story dur- 
ing the 1991 Gulf War that 
she had British troops sear- 
ching for a lost pearl earring 
in the Saudi desert sands 
was untrue, apparently in- 
vented by snide arlleagues. 

BBC Radio reporter Di- 
ana Goodman was con- 
fronted with a telling inci- 
dent when in 1986 she be- 
came the tirst woman to run 
one of the organisation's 
foreign bureaux, in Bonn. 

*‘So great was the 
a^umption that the next 
incumbent would be a 
man, Ms. Sebba, a former 
Beuteis journalist, wrote, 
“that the welcoming note 
left by her predecessor 
read: 'Your wife might like 
to know where the local 
shops are.'" 

Ms. Sebba *s book, pub- 
lished last month by Hod- 
der Stoughton, makes little 


attempt to analyse why 
women, who make up 52 
per cent of Journalism 
trainees, fail to win the top 
posts. 

She notes that those in- 
volved in recruiting women 
as reporters at a senior level 
in the BBC Gnd that most 
applicants for these jobs are 
still men. 

“The reasons are not 
dear, but informal discus- 
sions have revealed that too 
many women are still put 
off by what they perceive as 
the cut-throat nature of the 
news business, which, they 
fear, would be incompatible 
with personal and domestic 
responsibilities, *' she 
writes. 

Many women Journalists 
would disagree. Julie Hint’s 
response in her book review 
in the Independent On Sun- 
day was a dismissive “oh 
yeah?" 

“This book has a humb- 
ling tale to tell, " Ms. Flint 
wrote. “It should perhaps 
have been sub-titi^ “The 
Spread Of The Woman Be- 
porter, for they don*t rise 
any higher than they did 
half a century ago when 
women such as Holling- 
worth (and) Gellhorn... 
were at, and often over, the 
(war) front. 






lilomen are stiff an oddity on aircraft carrier 


By Maggh Fox 
Reuter 

ABOARD USS SARATO- 
GA — Lola Lewis expected 
to get raped when she be- 
came one of only three 
women to join 5,600 men 
aboard the U.S. aircraft 
carrier Saratoga. 

“At the least I expected a 
lot of comments,*' said the 
petty officer Gom Washing- 
ton state. 

Instead, she found the 
sailors she worked with 
looked at her with some- 
thing akin to terror in their 
eyes. 

“They press up against 
the. wall when we go by," 
said an^ff^ -Of t^ trh, 
Kathy Caifee. “J think 
they*re scared of us." 

The three women, com- 
munication^ security spe- 
dalists, are the Srst to be 
asdgned long-herm to the 
Saratoga, Bagship aircraA 
carrier for the NATO ships 


patrolling the Adriatic as 
part of the international 
'efibit in fbrmer Yugoslavia. 

Although women have 
been serving on U.S. naval 
vessels for over a decade, 
they are being allowed 
more combat roles and 
would take part in any 
NATO strike against Serb . 
■forces besieging the Bos- 
nian coital Safayevo. 

Lewis and her cabin- 
mates have been amused, 
and not a little relieved, at 
their reception on the Sara- 
toga a male bastion 
'which has seen action off 
Lebanon, dati^ the 1986 
bombing of Libya, and hi 
the Gulf War.: , , 

“It*s a ht , nicer dim I 
expeded," !^d PettyJ^c- ^ 
er jRist Class Calfee',<W:aa-‘'- 
tfve of Las Ve^. “It’s a lot 
better than the honor star- 
ts the guys bad been telling 
me.” 

*7 was afraid iff- getting 
raped,” admitted lowis,^ a 

hik5 


petty ofScer second class. 

Instead, the men go oat 
of their way to be polite. 

Because there are only 
three women, Caifee arid 
Lewis berth with an ofScer, 
ensign Jennifer Bolin. 

“They are always care- 
ful, ” Bolin said of the male 
majority. “I haven’t beard a 
swear word since I got here 
so I know they’re bang 
careful.” 

The three, who are based 
at Rota, Spain, all volun- 
teered ibr duty aboard the 
Saratoga. They will stay at 
least three months — prob- 
ably as long as six — and 
were intrigued to Gnd they 
might become involved in 
combat just two weeks after 
aboard. 


aboard the Saratoga would 
be assigned as part of any 
strike against the Serbs. 

Uke &e other smlors and 
aviators aboard ship, Bolin, , 
Caifee and Lewis say their 
everyday duties would not 
change ff the F-I4s, F/A-18s 
and other jets went on the 
o^nsive. 

“We migbt have to work 
a little bit longer,” said 
Bolin, a naval academy 
graduate from Boston. “J 
‘think about those guys who 
have to load the bomlK. 
They're the ones who will 
be affected. ” 

Nor do the women expect 
5pedai treatmenr, although 
i^eir sex does afford them 
some concessions. 

Their quarter . are /iltu- 


"^ adifc a fitife spice, fe*rioas by carrier standards, 
said Lewis, who joined the BacJts, as sailors’ bunks are 


navy to “get as tar away as 
possible” from her tiny 
fyrming communiQ^. 

The bombers, Gghters 
and reconnaissance aircraft 


called, are stuffed in almost 
as an afterthought in va- 
rious nooks and crannies of 
the ship. Men wrapped in 
towels wander the dimly lit 


passa^ways as toilet and 
shoH^ fydilties are often 
distant from their berths. 

But the three women 
have been assigned a 
quarantine cabin in the 
medical clinic. There are six 
racks and, wonder of won- 
ders, an attached bath- 
room. 

“This is a lot nicer than 
we expected," Caifee 
laughed as she brushed her 
teeth by the lamp of an 
electric lantern, “/feel sor- 
ry for those guys.” 

Nonethe/ess, fadJities are 
basic. The navy^style show- 
er dispenses l^ewarm wa- 
ter only when a band-held 
button is depressed, thus 
^saving fresh water on a ship 
that must produce its own 
supply while at sea. 

The chin metal walls do 
little to isolate the cabin 
from the noises of a busy 
2 4-hour operation an d the 




women gave up on stuffing 
pillows against the louds- 
peaker that bellows out reg- 
ular announcements. 

Bells ring, whistles blow 
and voices bark at reveille, 
for evening prayers, and to 
tell sa/iors when mea/s be- 
gin and end. Privacy is an 
unknown concept. 

"Ybu have to get used to 
it fast,’* Caifee said. 

'T can sleep through any- 
thing now, ” Lewis agreed. 

Bolin though Gnds it is 
not enough of a challenge. 

“I am waiting for them to 
open submarines to 
women,” she said, main- 
taining that she would not 
be putioff by the even morer 
cramped sleeping condi- 
tions and rules of operation 
that mean staying under wa- 
ter — and oat of touch with 
the outside world — for as 
hag as three months. 

“Now that would be 

ftatt 


French immigration laws keep lovers apart 


By Juliette HoBiar 
Laroasse 

Agence France Presse 

PARIS — A battery of new 
French anti-immigration 
rules' and regulations is 
ireeping' lovers apart and 
separating legally-married 
husbands and wives. 

: The Ul-starred couples 
are the rictims ofajuiidic^ 
imbroglio caused by anti- 
immigrant legislation voted 
in August, JSW by the new 
ipaservative government of 
Prime Minister Edouard 
Baliadur, reacting to anti- 


12 per cent unemphyment 
of 3.2 miiZion and thereces- 
sion. 

The new laws were aimed 
against a growing trade in 
marriages of convenience in 
which a French man or 
woman would many a fore- 
igner so that he could 
obtain French citizens^. 
Authorities say that mixra 
marriages increased from 
23,M in 1986 to 30,500 in 
1991 and that tb^ have 
uncovered networks spe- 
cialising in arrangiag mar- 
rii^BS. 

Bur in the process hun- 
dreds of true lovers are bav- 


opuauui, ..w 

immisrant filing caused by mg their lives rumed. ib, 1993 at 


Under the pretext of 
Siting marriages of con- 
venience. The govenuoent 
is ji^veating peo^e frem 
iovina each other and 
founaang a family,” said 
Ruben urrutia, an activist 
in a Committee for the De- 
fence of Mixed Marriages 
and Couples. 

Since last week, three 
women fbrerbiy separafed 
from their basban^ have 
demonstrated every even- 
iagoatside the Parb Prefec- 
ture, with their wedding 
photos pinned to their i- 
sbirts. 

“I got married on May 
15, 1^3 and on’the ISth, ali 


bell broke loose,” said 
Anne, a 28-year-old dan^r. 
She wed a Bulgarian, 
Todor, who had Been re- 
fused political asylum. 

“We met more than two 
years ago, we lived 
together, out we waited to 
get married because we 
wanted to make sure it was 
true love, not just to get 
papers,” Anne said. 

As ^liament debated a 
new nationality code, they 
went to the prefecture seek- 
ing a new residence permit. 
Six policemen arrested 
Todor. 

Back in SoGa, Todor has 
made two so frr ^tless 


attempts to get a visa to 
re-enter France from the 
French consulate. 

“Our rights are being 
Boated. Wie followed the 
procedures, but the author- 
ities don’t keep their word. 
I can ’t stand it any more, ” 
said Anne. 

Fabienne Bricet, a 24- 
year-old student, and her 
Algerian boy- ffiead Ahmad 
Khalifa published marriage 
banns for their vtedding on 
June 19, 1993. Khalifa, 
whose residence permit bad 
expired, was deport^ to 
Oran, still unmarried. 

Britxt went the following 
month to Oran, but there 


the French consulate re- 
fused to marry them, saying 
it could only wed two 
French dtizeos. Algerian 
authorities also refused to 
many them because Bricet 
bad no residence pennit. 

She is now back m France 
while Khalifa hopes for a 
visa to return to France. 

Several hundred couples 
have joined immigrant aid 
committees since Interior 
iWCnister Cbailes Pasqua's 
new laws came ibro efrect. 
Afr. Urrutia 's defence com- 
nzrttee has 250 cases on its 
books and 20 new cases 
come in eveiy week, he 
said. ^ . 
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BatUing For News 

By Anne Sebba 

Hodder & Stoughton, £18.99 

It is 1861. For the past two years Miss Wreuftnf, the 
sbter of the Times come^Hmdeatm Italy, bass ccessful- 
iy sued io for her bedridden brother. Bat r >w she is 
reqaestii^ to be ffvea assigameats in her owi ■^fitThe 
piqier*s managar rej^ies: Dear Madam, 'oarletter. 

didimtSndmeimdutyaadmyctdk^aewbowasactmg 
ka my absence very wisety ddrted the impossilulity of 
sayn^ 7m* to a lady ^ ftv that is wbat I am « M^ed to 
s^, tboabb I do not dimbt ymir Mdlity to du /diwbat 
you propose.” 

Three decades later. Flora Shaw Reseats basBt to the 
same nefraqn y er. She is si q/ remely capaMe oi providiag 
modi needed **cokmial stories,” but birinig a wmnan 
remains forlnddea. It is Bnally agreed tbjtt A. canwrite 
a twtni^tfy edanm, but unsigned; JVo one is offowed to 
admit that wbat appears in pnirtcoiiiessihMD / 'ie hand of 
a woman. Moreover, Sbair is provided with nt • iBcUitieSf 
notevaia^sk. Umteterred, Ousdtmghty yietorianlady 
ploalcs bersdf down on tbe office Boor to pen ber copy. 

In her bifimnative book, Anne 5ebba chronkles the 
Imt eastary and a iudf of wimmn trying to make it in a 
partiadarfy aayield^ male preserve — so anyidding 
that certain indactable attitudes linger to the present 
The balk of the volume is heavity laced with 
anecdotes^ jnaqy of whidb wUi no doabt surprise its 
leadm. Tlie unsigned report, for example, anoouncu^ 
to tbe world tfae outbreak of war Id Burope, in 1939, was 
Bled by Britain's Clare BoBIngwortb; only 27 years old 
at the time, she actaaHy landed the scoop while in the 
coarse of pursinpg ber veiy iSrst gHofesskmal a.«feit- 
jneut. 

And then there is America's intrepid Marffiaite 
of the Herald Tribune. In 1944 she reached 
Bachan^ist ahead of tfae U.S. Army andjamped oat of 
her Jeep — <mly to Bad a watditowa" fitted with 
ffhn-ksdiB^ ^ guards pdnting riBes and a maebine 
gnu at faer. iVbt JoHmiqg qaite a&t to do, she called out 
to^anBnr^,inGmmai,witiiin5thi€ffvecaim, “Come 
here, fdeasi^ we are Anierkmis.” After a momait of 
sileace, as they stared intently at Higgins, tfae 22 
bemu»ed SS men lowered their weapons and walked 
down from the watebtower to surrender to her. 

The bardies for ladies trying to get Into the profession 
dnrfa^ the last ISO years were legion. For starters^ it did 
not help that women were barred from going to 
nnrvers^ until 1870, by wbkh time a degree bad long 
shice become almost a reqabrement for Joama&m. Jir 
ad^tkm, there was the enduriiig ofiprobrium levelled at 
ftmales faefifg hi the kind of employment that often 
required working late at n^t in such dose proximity to 
men. 

Yet more difBcalty lay in the strict modes dress. The 
tbniHofdlMsceptaiy London journalist EmiUie Marshall 
observed that long sknis “invariaidy skxUied aronnd in 
tfae nmd of Fleet Sheet”, wbBe the A^gfa-fanttoned or 
iaced hoots, aexompaaJed by unwiddy bats “^leared to 
the hair by two stiletto-like bat pins with murderous 
points” resahed in, all told, “a sore handicap to 
aews- gat berbig.” 

VndetphuAg Sehba's geoeraJO^ ttou^t-provoking 
book are qaestioas that have been debated for more than 
a oentuiy: are women more mclined to fae emotionally 
affected, and tbaefore more susceptible to bias, when 
coveriqg certaid sabjeets? 

SeMm's view is that tkaies have changed, and so has the 
rdevance of snefa guestioDS. When coverug a war, A»- 
instance, sboald we not now be mking if what takes place 
at the fitwt fine is really more important tfaao what 
btqgieas to the local popniation? Equally, amlditnotbe 
that partisanship is, in certain imOant^ actually an 
essential ingndieat of good JoarnaBsm? 

Not only are the qnestkms changing, but also so are 
some of oar ideas about good reporting — much to the 
credit, suggests Sebba, of women reporters — Indepen- 
dent. 

Linda Joffee 
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Whatever happened to backgammon ? 


Bniy of 
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DO YOU remember back- 
gammon ? ybu cottidn t 
walk into a dub, pdb or caff 
in the Jate 1970s without^ 
tri p pin g ovcT a bacfcgaip" 
moa board or being dis- 
turbed by the laftte cddice. 
Famo ns personalities were 

often CO be seen in fysbion- 
aMeiMtioBS avUSy playing 
the game. Fortunes were 
won and lost as people i^y‘ 
ed for ridiculously high 

stakes. . * 

Pffrh gamwM a was unaer- 
gtnng a huge sargp in pppe* 
larity and tbonsands orpec^ 
pie took it up. 
hameaed to eftem an ana 

• ttimt is Restate of the game 

i^tsdayi 

i^ The Srst question is 
■easier fo answer. Many 
'gSames Bonrish for brief 
periods and roach unpro-- 
.ihdeated heists of popu- 
Arity. Trivial Pursuit is one 
daimple. There is always a 


group of people wfao will 
play whacever is in vogue 
and then move on te the 
nextfad, whatever tiiat may 
be. undoubtedty many peo- 
ple wfao played badegam- 
pww m tte Seventies have 
not played a game szbee 
then. But back&immcm has 
a stronger petGgree than 
Trivial Pursnit, which is 
probabb^ a one-off wootter. 
The game has been around 
ior tbousauds of years in 
one form or aaotb^ and is 
Bkefy to survive for many 
moreyearsyet Theinven- 
rion of the doabiing cube by 
yff ne unknown 'gamesman 
in America in the early part 
of this century has seen to 
that 

The second question is 
ojore difBcalL With many 
games there are a number 
offyctars which will deCer- 
mme whecfaer they become 
Snaly establisbed or sanjdy 


fade away when the craze 
has pass^. Let's look at 
some of the criteria for a 
simcessBil game in tbismod- 
em era; 

B AM ready good games 
are ea^ to ieam, relatively 
easy to team to play well 
and it takes a Sfethne to 
become truly adept 

V JRxr games of any CQm- 
jdexityy there must be bib- 
Bogr^y. Whhottt books 
and magarines tc instruct 
and provide i.Lifbrmatioo 
there wiM be no develbp- 
ment and the game wUi die. 

M Clubs and toama- 
ments. Witboat somewhere 
to play and like-minded 
people to play with, again 
there wHi be ' no develop- 
ment The continued suc- 
cess of bridge is largely 
down to the huge numbers 
of clubs aB over the coun- 
try. 

B No game (or^rt) can 
succeed today witboat 
media coverage and coipo* 
rate 9 >ciisocahg>. Youiied 


only examine die rapid de- 
velopmeat of chess in this 
countiy since Fisher vs 
Spassky (the 1972 matdt) to 
uzKferstand the power Of the 
media. The recent Short vs 
£ajparov match wzfi un- 
^doubtedly had to a further 
surge of interest in chess. 

How does backgammon 
measure up a^inst these 
criteria? The is certain- 
ly met Apparently a simple 
game to &e uninitiated, the 
compiterities of high-level 
backgammon are endless. It 
combines elements of 
psychology, matbematia 
and kgjcal thinking. Lnckis 
a factor in the short term 
due to the dice, bat over a 
Jongsession the bestplay^, 
as mpok&, will always win. 
Campaters do not yet play a 
tr reHihl e game of backgam- 
mon. This is a oombination 
id tfae complexity of the 
proffmmming and the lack 
ofinvestmentin tbisarea. 

R<M*irMmmon has made 
considerable progress 


against the second criterion 
in the last 20 years. In the 
1970s me only books avail- 
able were stiqiie primers. 
There were no recorded 
matches or books on 
strategy and tactics. The 
Srst author to make real' 
progress was the American 
genias Paul Miagrhl with bh 
epic work Backgammon 
(carreatiy out of print and 
(hanging bands at up to £75 
a copy). Many new autiiors- 
have come on the scene and 
there is now a ptethora of 
material to choose from — 
not, however, in the U.K. 
In pardenlar a lot of worir 
has been done on the doubl- 
ing cube, the hast under- 
stOod and most complex 
partofbadtgammon. There 
are also some very good 
magazines on the market. 
TtUme emanate almost ex- 
darively from America and 
Gesnnany, the two strotigest 
jdaying nations. The resnit 
of ail of this s that the 
players of, the 1990s are 


hgbt years ahead of their 
coanterparts of the 1970s in 
their understanding and 
playing of the game. 

It may surprise many 
peofde time there is a major 
ba^gammon tonmameat 
most weeks of the year. 
There are two basic circuits, 
one in America and one in 
Europe. The two come 
togetiier in July when the 
World Championships are 
held in Monte Carlo. 
Tournaments are mainly 
held in frve-star hotsete m 
the more rdeasant locales of 
die woria (a sharp contrast 
to our chess-playing 
brethren). Britain suffers 
from a lack of a signiScant 
tournament because of the 
fact that our strange gaming 
Ibims preclude tbeluMdmgof 
a ioumament (at least one 
with money involved) in a 
hotel. The British Cbam- 
piooshgs have been held in 
the Isle of Man for many 
years and one year were 
even held in Spain! SimiZai^ 


ty, wbih dabs Boorish in 
America, Germany and De- 
nmark, which provided 
both World Ctampionship 
Baalists last year, Britain is 
poorly served. 

Sptmsorsh^ and media 
cover^ were both ar- 
able in tfae Seventies. The 
picture now is not so good. 
Most of the major tourna- 
ments can attract some 
sponsorship bat there is not 
sufficient to raise backgam- 
mon back to the levels it 
enjoyed 20 years ago. Todo 
that in this very commercial 
^ will require media, and 
in particular television 
coverage. Videotaped 
matches have proved highly 
saocessfal wmiin the back- 
gammon community for 
both their entertainment 
and educational value. As a 
TV game backgammon has 
extremely high potential. 
Compared with chess, it is 
easier to understand, moves 
at a more acceptabh pace, 
has much more colourful 


personalities and the luck 
ehmeat that the dice bring 
means that there is always 
the possibility of an out- 
rageous turnaround. "What 
more could a TV producer 
ask for? 

So where is backgammoo 
going? As a game it he 
been around as long as (or 
Joager than) chess and will 
undoubtedly survive as 
hng. As for the present, in 
the United States and areas 
of Europe, partieuiariy 
Germany and Denmark, it 
is on the increase, with 
tournament attendances ris- 
ing. In the United Kingdom 
the game survives but is 
stagnant. A shot in the arm 
is r^uired to bring ouf 
playing standards up to the 
levels of our European 
oounfeiparts. We need to 
attract new playeis into the 
game and Bad a way to 
bring top-level tournament 
backgammon back to Bri- 
tain. 


■■■ 
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A question of balance 


By Jean-Ciauile Elias 


To accomplish specific tasks wc use appropriate tools, 
dexices, or equipment. To go to the supermarket 
located on the same street, ru'd blocks away from where 
^e live or work, we walk — we da not take a car. It's 
faster and more convenient. To kill a flying insect we 
use a special spray instead of a Magnum 44 gun and to 
stick a stamp on an envelope we just moisten its back 
and do not use a hyper .sophisticated super glue. 

Why is it then that the new versions of computer 
programmes are so heavy and not proportionate 'viih 
the vxork they are intended for? 

The hard disk of a personal computer (PC) typically 
has j current capacity of 120 MB, meaning that you can 
store on it 120 million characters. This includes both the 
programmes (the siyftware) and your user data. 

If you a ’■c considering installing Windows 3. 1, Word 6 
and Excel > (all are Microsoft programmes) on the hard 
disk here i a simple, though frightening calculation for 
you: 3 MB or the main DOS operating system, plus 12 
MB for WviiJoHTf. 22 MB for Word and 26 MB for E.xcel 
makes a t ?tal of 63 MB of disk space to occupy. Half of 
the disk s therefore "gone" before you even type a 
word or < iter any of your outi data. That is if you are 
thelucky *wnerofa 120 MB disk. If yours has 40 or 60 
MB. \x*u can forget about the above programmes. 

Apart I 9/n the disk capacity question, just running 
the new p jgrammes requires very fast PCs. Any bing 
less than a machine with at least 4 MB ofmemcry (8 
MB recom nended) will craw) at an unacceptable p tcc. 
Sot all nt Tsonal users own such a PC. 

Cotr-^red to the 26 MB required fo run riie neiv 
Word, the user data looks like a small ant next to an 
elephant. Unless you are really publishing an * >c>'c- 
k^iedia or some huge work, your own data f vour txving) 


chip talk 




will only take a very minor Action of what the 
programme itself is requiring. Moreover, waiting for the 
mammoth software to start, just to type a short letter is 
a very frustrating experience. 

On die bright side however, is the astonishing number 
of features the new programmes offer. It is a dream 
come true. The designers probably went through an 
ideal wish list of selected users and decided to satisfy all 
of them. The menus, the colours have been improved, 
the possibility to read any type of file in any programme 
is an important adx'antage. Changing the text attributes 
(bold, italic, underlined, etc. . .) is even easier and faster 
than before. In Excel for instance one can now specify 
the attributes of a single letter within a cell. 

Those who complained about the conhising number' 
of icons (tiny drawing representing the hinctions to 
activate) will love the new system that temporarily, 
elegantly displays the name of the icon when die mouse 
cursor passes over it. 1 can confirm for having employed 
the new soffware that it is a real pleasure to use. 

Still, one cannot help but wonder if it malfes much 
sense to gadier all this power and size for simple tasks 
that could be done faster and in a simpler way utilising^ 
older versions of the same programmes. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


MoAa:*tma<f A. Sfiu^air 


.AMAZING FACTS 


The Hrst photograph was taken in 1826. 

Haney helps to promote sound and refreshing 
sleep because it is a body sedative. 

3tXKiXKI gallons of water are used to launch a 
single inierconrinema/ missile. 

The granddaughter of TTiomas Jefferson was the 
first ^ild bom in the White House — 1806. 

The greatest number of eclipses possible i. one 
year is seven. 

If the hair on a normal head were shorn and 
woven into rope, it could support a weight of ten 
tontKs. 


50(^ romaroes. peeled and chopped salt, freshly 
ground black pepper 

I garlic clove, peeled and crushed 
4 tablespoons hesh white breadcrumbs 
1 tablespoon chopped parsley 
23g butter 


METHOD: 


LET*S LEARN ARABIC 


\^Ttat are you doing? Maze taralooa? 

Do what you like. ITal m yahio taka. 

What have you done'' Maza fa'altom? 

What do you do fora living? 

Maza taCal litaksab aisbak? 
At Rome, do as the Romans do. 

Darihim ma domCa fee darihim. 
I didn't AnoH' that. La aarif za/efc. 

V<>u dtvi 'r le// rAe rnirA. Antalatakoolal-sidk. 

I dtyn't know what you mean. 

La aarif maza taksid. 
You don't understand me. Anta la taTbamoai. 
y\'hat do you think? Mara'yok? 

.May / come in ? Hal tasmah lee bid-dokhool? 
Dt » yc»u mind if I smoke ? 

Hal indak man!' addakUn? 


• WasA aubergines, trim off both ends and cut into 
slices. Place in a colander and sprinkle with salt. 
Press down with a plate and leave to stand for one 
hour so that the excess moisture drains off. 

Wash in cold water and dry on kitchen paper. 
Preheat oven to moderate ISO'C. 

Hear oil in a frying pan and fry aubergine .slices 
until golden Arown-on both sides. ' Drain. 

fyy tomato^ iniyifjemamingln.llie paii. or add a 
little more if necessary, and season well with salt 
and pepper. Add garlic. 

Transfer to a shallow casserole. 

Overlap aubergine slices on top of tomato mixture 
in casserole. 

Mix breadcrumbs with parsley and sprinkle over 
top of dish. Dot with butter. 

Cook, uncovered, in cenrre of oven for about 30 
minures or until top is crisp and brown. 


j}’ jJ" if' iJ- 


CACKLES & CHUCKLES 


YOUR MEDICAL GUIDE 


CATARRH 


She was sick in bed. and her husband, who was fixing 
her a cup of tea. called out that he couldn't find the 
tea. 


Thi\ is a very o>nrnion iiilmcnt. es/vc/j/lv in cixiliseJ 
communities. There is j chronic disch.irge from the 
nt»sc. which is permanently "stuffed up‘\ Often the 
con%fition folhyis’s a eidd. In children it may be associated 
u iih aJcnoitls. and in adults it may be due to a sinusitis. 
Fo: the catarrh which follows an ordinary cold, relief 
m.i\ be obtained by using a ptxcket inhaler during the 
day. and tnAj/inj; Friar's RiKiiii (j reas/>oon'ul ro a pint 
or NrAni; H.ircrl night and mi>rninj!. 


“/ don't know what could be easier to find. " she 
answered. 


"It's right in front of the pantrv shelf in a cocoa tin 
marked ‘AfafcAes*.’’ 
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VOt'#? DREAMS INTERPRETED 


FOOTB.ALL: If .u»u dreamt of playing fotuball. 

money u indfall of some kind should 
Mmn come your way. Could be an 
uni*\/x.vlt’d bonus, extra dividends or 
even a legacy, but whatexcr it is ii xsill 
be .in interesting size. .A dream ol 
watching a football game is a warning 
to be more selectixc in m.iking neu 
trii lids. 


An elderly farm couple were visiting New York for 
the Brst time. The sights seemed ro interest the old 
gentleman more than his wife, who finally exclaimed: 

"John, the ua»- you stare at these city women is 
somelAinj! scandalous. Somebody would' think \ou‘d 
never seen legs before. " 

"Well." John mused, “rAai's just what I was 
thinking myself. " 


tS" it- T^ 


CHECK YOUR LQ. 


FREEDOM: If you experienced a sensation of free- 
dom in your dream, you can count on 
being cimient w ith the partner of y our 
choice. 


(Al WHO S.AID THESE QUOTA'nONS? 

1. "Live dangerously." 

2. "Democracy is a government of the people, bv the 
people, for the people. " 

3. I will rarAer Aave violence than cowardice /nas- 
querading as non-xiolence. " 


KITTEN: For a woman, a dream of playful kittens 
predicts a pleasant but unimportant n^nwnfic 
affair. For a man. it signifies a disappoint- 
ment in love. 


INSERT THE MISSING LETTERS 


A F^J I 
D G L 


j COOKING IS FUN 

i 

j .AUBERGINES-. A LA PROVENCALS 

j COMPONENTS: 


(C) n.\D THE .MISSING NUMBER: 


B 3 L ? 
2 E 12 W 


1 

j 3 mediu. -mberpnes 

I 4-3 table 'poK.. ’ olive oil 
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You got no right 


By E» Yaghi 


“The world will little note, nor long remember 
whet we sey here, but it can never forget what 
they did here.“ The Gettysburg Address deli- 
vered Nov. 19, 1863 by Abraham Lincoln. 


vered Nov. 19, 1863 by Abraham Lincoln. 

Amal is a dizrd-year student at a Jordanian univeisity. 
Her home town is Hebron and she is here on scho- 
larship. She is a small, petit girl, serious in nature. 


TO/ice, quiet and often pensive. During ren-miouce 
breaks between classes, ^e somedines takes a neatly 


the stairs to the reception 


breaks between classes, ^e somedines takes a neatly 
folded letter torn her folks and after smoothing it out, 
runs her finger lovingly down the lines stopping every 
now and then to ponder over some certain phrase. 

Sometimes her eyes twinkle, sometimes they shed a tear 
but most of her emotions are weatheied msOeace 
whether happy or sad. 

On hoUda^and semester breaks, she gacAens Aer few 
belongings, places them in a duffel bag and heads for the 
bridge that separates her from her homeland and farmJy. 
And then, once through with the hassle of in^cdoas, 
continues on her Journey to Hebron and Aome. Her 
family consists of two brothers and her mother and 
father who live in a stone house on the bills not too far 
from the Ibrahinti Mosgue. 

Once her vacation is over, the solitary Amal with 
tears of farewell and hugs to her beloved, waves 
ajod-bye once again until tune and fate bring her back. 
She is the child of occupation, who has never known 
anything else. Armed troops overladened with weapons 
are sights she has become accustomed to, under the 


W? comp/OTon tdxned the ^lour of white ^n ana 
^fyreedout the words: ''Please, aimU ^^ 


^stamp of hateful oppression. 

}^en she rerurtied diis semester to the universit 


When she rerurtied this semester to the umxfersify, 
one of her /e w friends Sousan, who stays with her in tne 
same doim, greeted her with, "so glad to see you! How 
is your family? Were you happy to see fAem?” 

All smiles, she answered, 'Tm glad to see you too! 


My family is Gne, thank you and yes, I'm always happy 
to visit them and Aome. Bur mv vacations are too short. 


to visit them and home. But my vacations are too short. 
Life is hard there but somehow people manage." 

Sousan is originally from Hebron too, but unlike 
Amal, she was oom in Jordan so Amal knows her friend 


can't quite comprehend what living under the inth^da is 
like. Now that she has one year left, one day she 


remarked to her Biend. *7 will miss being at the 
university. Lifs is so peaceful here and the only worries I 
have are exams." 

The other day during a storm, Amal was awakened in 


matter? Is there something wrong 

When the young girls approached 
woman st<^ up. She hugged j^al ™ 

boldingbersboilders declared: 

to inform you that this mormng during rAe Fajrpmyer, 
your father and young brother were shot by some Jewish 
sealers! I you should come home with me for at 
least a few days!" 

So that's it, she thought as an anvil seemed to pound 
in her head. The charred cAesdiur tree, die veiled moon, 
her restlessness. Then she blurted out. “Please tell me. 
are they still alive?" 

“CoDtroJ yourself child. Sit doRTi.” The girl sat. 
“Believe me, it is very diScuIt for me to tell you tiiat 
your little brother died instantly and your father is in 
critical condition at AI AhJi Hospital. " 

That evening, the still corpses were shown on the 
news and even American Piesident Bill Clinton express- 
ed bis condolences ro die bereaved families of the 
slaughtered. But who could console Amal? Who would 
taJ:e away Aer pain? The river of blood that Goods its 
banks of apathy and indifference rusAes towards a sea of 
bate, carnage, wzetcAedoess and de^iair which swells 
and envelops everything in its path. Amal felt she could 
ay no more and at her uncle's bouse in a dark room she 
asked the world: “Why? Why are my people perse- 
cuted? My tittle brother was slain along with countless 
odiers by an American physician who bated him for no 
reason. Perhaps my fymer will die too. Here I am, not 
allowed to go home and not knowing bow to continue 
my studies for all life seems useless. Even if I do 
gmduate, to whom sbati J teach the fundamentals of 
linguistics, pAonedics, and Shakespeare? It all seems so 
pomtless, so futile! Innocent people massaaed tike 


the middle of the night the sound of thunder 
BKompanied by streak of lightening which tit her 


sAeep. Where is my promised country in which we wW 
estaotisb a government o/die people, by the people and 
fbr die people? Ob, world, you are so auell You got no 


room. Ours/de. die tittle chestnut tree near her window 
suddenly cracked in two and smoke charred its centre. 
She ran over to her roommate's bed, shook her and 
exclaimed, "Sousan, wake up! Come and see our 
chestnut tree! Its been burned and split in half! And 
look at the moon, it's black and sinisreH” 

Had it been a bad omen, she wondered. And then on 
Friday after Amal ate her Suhour. a terrible massaae 
occurred far away in the Ibrahimi Mosque in her 
hometown of Hebron. Although she had exams, she felt 
listless and restless and not knowing how to study, 
returned to her bed to try to sleep. Pinmly, way after tAe 
sun appeared, she dozed off, only to be summoned later 
still Toggy-e^ and confus^ by a caller at her dorm. 
"Who IS it?" she asked her friend Sousan. 

“I think Jibe's your aunt. She warns to see you, says 
it's urgent!” ■ 


right to treat me like you do; you got no right ro wrench 
my heart in two!" 

Bloody Friday witnessed the brutal massacre of the 


faithful who knelt in prayer during the holy month of 
Ramadan. Little ana bis Palestinian boys within the 


Ramadan. Littie and big Palestinian boys within the 
occ^ied rei77tones bravely burled their small stones 
against tanks rff steel and madrine guns and armed 
enemy troops bent on BiifAer kilting. Ambulances 
screamed tAeir way over cobbled streets duougA the 
crowds to deliver we dead and wounded, while wives, 
mothers and sisters of the victims wept in vain for those 
who bad gone to pray and never returned. 

For youth like Amal, will Palestine ever have a new 
birth of freedom upon ground^ that cannot be hallowed 
or consecrated by the living? And what will aB our 
demonstations and shallow words of (indolences do for 
such as Amal? Her life will never again be the same. 
Will ours? 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, March 3 


marriage proposal that was 
never kept. 


9:30 Local programme 
I0d)0 News In En^ish 


Saturday, March 5 


are traced back to the 
Sumerians who lived in 
Iraq, and to the Mayas in 
Honduras, some 3,000 
years ago. 


order to decide wAedier to 
AequeacA Aim her wealth. 


Tdasday, M/tarch 8 


11:10 Island 5oo 


10:20 Faces And Haces 


9:30 Family Matters 


11:50 Movie Of The Week 
— Morder On The Rio 
Grande 


Everyday People 


Bowl Me Over 


Starring: Victoria Principal 
and Peter Onorate 


An exciting and enjoyable 
river trip for Maggie, a di- 
vorcee. and - Aer friend. 
Eric, turns into a night- 
mare. 


It seems that "women" are 
beating their male partners 
in every single bowling 
game: a fact that threatens 
the men's ego. 


Luke is fatally ill; and 
Daniel, amid personal con- 
cerns to get married, sug- 
gests the buying of a hotel 
to .shelter people 
threatened with expulsion. 


I0d)0 News In EngfisA 
10:20 Local Prognunme 


Monday,Mmreh 7 


lOdJO News hi English 
10:20 The Cape Rebel 
11:15 Night Court 


Fr§day,MarOtd 


10:50 Feature Film — A 
Thousand Heroes 


The Retirement 


9:30 The Torkelsoas 


9:30 Walta" And Emily 


Stam'ng: Chariton Heston 
and James Cobum. 


Say Uncle 


Florence, the court's usAer 
spends her last memorable 
moments with her Giends 
before her redremenr. 


Zak gets a taste of FiencA 
culture at home — and Wal- 
ter goes back to work to 
save money to buy Emily a 
new diamond ring. 


10:00 News In EngUsb 


Passengers on a domestic 
Right in the U.S. have a 
traumatic experience, when 
their plane crasAes and 
catcAes Gre. Hundreds of 
rescuers perform Aeroic 
deeds. 


Kirby and bis unde are 
guests of the Torkelsons; 
and both men have love on 
their mind. 


Wednesday, March 9 


10:00 News Ja Eh^isb 


9:30 Too Close For Comfort 


10:20 Feature FBm — The 
Rescue 


10:20 C.P. 


Sunday, March S 


Playing By The Book 


9i30 You Bet Tjor Life 


Dr. Steve exposes a com- 
pany for marketing an un- 
tested drug, wAicA causes 
deadi in rAe hospital. The 
doctor who administers it 
gets into troubJe too. 


More money prizes are 
given — away to contes- 
tants on You Bet Your Life. 


A dangerous operation is 
set to rescue four U.S. sol- 
diers held bosta^ by the 
NofZA Koreans. They were 
seat to save a U.S. sub- 
marine from failing into 
North Korean hands. 


Henry & his brother are 
reunited after 40 years of 
separation only to start an 
argument about who was 
responsi'A/e for cAe/rsepara- 
tion. 


10ri)0 News In giyffei. 


11:50 Sorry 


10:20 Doemaentaiy The 

Uoral World 


10:00 News la E nglish 


ItdB Scene Of The Crime 


10:20 Docamentarv — Out 
Of The Past 


Great Expectations 


The Shipwreck Reefs 


Devil Music 


Signs And Symbols 


Two bodies end up in a big 
aquarium. Both deaths are 
cAe result of a promised 


Man 's Grst a rrempts ar using 
signs and symbols in writing 


Timothy's visiting aunt 
wants to knowhow true her 
sister*s daims are, about 
how good TTmorAy is in 
Gnancial investments, in 


Ybo documentary explores 
fAe strange and colourful 
life existing in the seas off 
Australia’s Great Barrier 
Divers also explore 
the hazardous wreckage of 
a sunken ship. 
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9G0 The Rejected Family 


Heated arguments and rows 
shake the respected family, 
espedally when the two sis- 
ters fail to see eye-to-eye. 
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V.S. films tempting talented foreign aetrexes 
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tOS ANGfi.ES — JuUettG . 
Binoche had a choice. The 
actress couid co-star in a 
lavishr Hollywood block- 
buster from the world's 
most popular director, or 
she could take the had role 
in an obscure, Iow-bud§et 
French Him. 

Ms. Binoche did what 
any senous artist would do 
— she passed on Jurassic 
Park and instead made 
Blue. 

Like several young and 
talented European stars, 
Ms. Binoche is being 
courted heavily by studio 
deal makers. HeAier salar- 
ies and worldwide exposure 
make the Hollywood offer 
sheets increasingly appeal- 
ing. but with the promise of 
that ecoooiTiic bark comes a 
^adve bite. 

Although their financing 
is European film- 

makers continue to explore 
daring, often riveting sub- 
jects. Blue, for example, 
stands out as a poetic and 
often heartbreaking 


ucMunt of a widow's grief, 
300 Ms. BinocAe has an 
outside chance for a Best 
Actress Academy Award 
norti/naffon next week. 

The studios, meanwhih. 
nave settled into predict- 
able rhythms, and the 
strong female promise of 
more Thelma And Lou^ 
ro/es seems to have died 
when the two movie 
Aeroj'nes plunged off a cliff 
three years ago. 

Coiisequent/y, many 
overseas performers who 
travel here in search of 
higher proGles (and fatter 
paychecks) wind up forfeit- 
ing their acting potential at 
the customs gate. 

For example, Rutger 
Hauer . . who played in the 
Dutch classics Spatters and 
Soldier Of Orange, now 
lists Buffy The Vampire 
Slayer as one of his local 
credits. 

The tradeoiif is particular- 
ly acute ibr actresses such as 
Ms. Binoche. Anna Galiena 
and Valeria Golino. All 
three are beautiful, exotic 
and capable, rare attributes 
in HoJiywood's fascination 


with typically one- 
dimensional. shallow 
beauties — take your pick 
of any box-office attraction. 
What’s more, all three 
foreign-language stars 
speak English beautifully. 

Yet while these actresses 
may be cast in complex, 
prominent parts in Spanish, , 
French and Italian produc- 
tions, female roles in the 
United States are sharply 
limited. Foreign and 
domestic actresses alike are 
shoehomed into window- 
dressing parts, frequently 
playing subservient roles to 
maie marquee heroes. 

know my best work is 
in my Italian movies.** says 
Ms. Golino, who has made- 
15 little-known European 
Sims to six American titles, 
including Hot Shots, Rain 
Man and the May ' release 
Clean Slate. 

“The roles (in the United 
States) were never the 
motor of the stoiy. where in 
Europe they were." she 
says. 

Ms. Galiena. who starred 
in the French Sim The Hair- 
dresser's Husband and co- 



JluUmttm Bbsoehm 

stars in the upcoming Ita- 
lian movie The Great 
Pumpkin, has turned down 
three American roles in re- 
cent months. 

"They weren't up to my 
standaids," she says. "They 
were projects of very high 
visibiUty, and rather secure 
of having box-office suc- 
cess. I just didn't like the 
scripts. J found them saper- 
Scial: Well-constructed but 
shallow. 

"We make some good 


Sims and some bad Sims (in 
Europe)," she says. "Some 
Sims — like Cyrano — are 
made to cross the ocean. 
But most of our Sims are 
made to please. It's not a 
big conglomerate affair. It's 
See and people can express 
themselves. When one of 
our pictures Sops, nobody 
comnuts suicide; no studio 
bead loses a job." 

Ms. Galiena recently co- 
starred in Being Human, a 
Robin Williams movie due 
this spring that Ms. Galiena 
says is both well written and 
directed. Strangely enough. 
she ^aJics nor English in it 
bat an obscure, romance 
language. 

Ms. Binoche says that 
while she was not legally 
bound to star in Blue, she 
had made a personal com- 
mitment when the Jurassic- 
Park offer (later accepted 
by Laura Dern) came 
through. 

What she found in Blue, 
though, transcended dino- 
saurs and box-office gros- 
ses: The character tvas rich 
enough. "I'm not looking 
for the biggest (movie), for 


fame and money," Ms. 
Binoche says. "I knew this 
woman and I wanted to 
make a trip with her.” 

Like Blue. Ms. Galiena's 
The Great Pumpfcrn is not 
destined to be a runaway 
hit. Set in a child's psychiat- 
ric hospital. The Great 
Pumpkin does nor yet even 
have a U.S. distributor, Ms. 
Galiena says. 

“It's natural to be con- 
fronted with questions ab- 
out how this will be re- 
ceived in the states.” says 
Ms. Galiena. "The Amer- 
ican movie machine is such 
that you have distribution 
all over the world. You may 
do a great European picture 
like The Great Pumpkin 
and it's not seen all over the 
world.’’ 

Like anyone else. Ms. 
Galiena has to make a liv- 
ing. Despite the recent 
three rejections, she says 
she is not "against doing a 
commercial project. But I 
will have to want to do it. 
The one principle I have in 
life is to be true ro myself. " 

After finishing Clean 
Slate with comedian Dana 


Carvey, Ms. Golino left the 
United States for Greece, 
where she starred in a 
movie whose biggest name 
was American character 
actor Seymour Cassei. 

There ivas so little money 
that the actress wrote a 
check to help bankroll the 
■production. 

"It was a great script with 
an inspired director," she 
says, and typical of overseas 
efforts. "I’ll do an Amer- 
ican movie next and then a 
movie in Georgia (of the 
former Soviet Union) with 
another poor unknown, 
director. 

"In Europe, it’s more of a 
director's movie. In Amer- 
ica, generally, it's more of a 
producer's movie. Because 
so much money is involved, 
it has to be liked by every- 
one. It’s not one person 's — 
the ffimmaker's — point of 
view. ” 

In the end. though, big - . 
Cidrer blockbusters do have 
their appeal. 

“If they had offered me 
Jurasric Park, " Ms. Golino 
says. “I probably would 
have done it." 




Fellini scriptwriter recalls sad final years of ‘ii maestro’ 
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By John FoUain 

Reuter 

PARIS — Italian film direc- 
tor Federico Fellini was 
ceiebrated by his country- 
men as a legend of post-war 
cinema when he died last 
October. 

How a new picture is 
emerging of a man who was 
increasingly lonely and sad 
in the last years of bis h7e 
and feir abandoned by the 
film world. 

According to Fellini's 
^ptwriter and close friend 
Bernardino Zapponi, the 
director fell prey to depress- 
ion and b^me obsessed 
with death. He would repe- 
atedly call his friends simply ''* 
to find oat ^hat- they were ' 
up to. 

In an interview, Zapponi 
described^ his long rela- 
tionship with "II maestro", 
and bow Fellini turned in- 
creasingly bitter before his 
death at the age of 73. 

“He was impatient, dis- 
tressed and distressing.- He 
was always obsessed with 
death," ^year-old Zappo- 


ni. who scripted many of 
the Sims which made Fellini 
a towering figure in the 
Gnema. said during a visit 
to Paris. 

"Fellini phoned every- 
body, he needed to call us 
Just to ask what we were 
doing, rd ask him: ‘What 
are you up to?’. He was full 
of pessimism — ‘nothing, 
no one's offering me 
work'." 

Zapponi. who plans to 
write a book about the time 
he shared with Fellini, 
whom he first met in 1967. 
Fellini bad been impressed 
by a collection of short stor- 
ies which Zapponi bad pub^ 
li^ed and asked -him - to 
dsai/tt.’ 

ife^'a^parfftiship 
lasted more than a decide.^' 
Zapponi wrote scripts for a 
series of Slats including 
Satyricon in 1969, Roma in 
1972, and La Gtta' Delle 
Donne (Gty Of Women) in 
1980. 

Each time Fellini started 
a project, be suffered Som 
the same para/ysing afflic- 
tion. 


“He was Joyful enough 
when signing the contract 
for an advance payment. 
But when we had to start 
work be felt some disgust, 
be was affaid of the project 
— there was something 
stopping him from going 
ahead." Zapponi said. 

The two men would 
spend hours exchanging 
ideas before committing 
anything to paper. ‘‘We’d 
meet at my home or go out 
for a drive to the seaside at 
Ostia outside Rome. He’d 
make my wife drive so we 
could chat in the back. 

“It wasn't work, it was 
fun. Fellini spoke in images. 

' that’s what- we would talk 
■about. We’d look through 
■ ‘ books' of' 'a ct'ors he’d 
" choose one with the face of 
a butcher for the part of a 
senator — be always looked 
for contrast." 

Fellini proved 8 deman- 
ding taskmaster on the set, 
despite persuading actors of 
the calibre of Marcello Mas- 
troiaani (for bis most 
ffaaous aim. La Dolce Vita, 
in, 1960) and Donald 


Sutherland (for Casanova 
set in 18th century Venice) 
to work with him. 

“Fellini was very good at 
seducing actors, but he. 
could also throw tempers. 
He would shout and swear 
and throw the megaphone 
to the ground. He bled 
actors dry. " said Zapponi. 

Impatient and obstinate, 
Fellini brooked no critic- 
ism. 

One exception was the 
2980 film City Of Women, 
in which a man meets a 
woman on a train and is led 
into a world of aggression 
and confusion populated 
only by women. 

After Zapponi had writ-'' 
ten ' the senpr. Fellini was, 
warned that the'Blm'wouId 
quickly become dated" ber* 
cause it did not take into 
account the feminist move- 
ment then taJdhg hold in 
Italy. 

“It was the only script 
Fellini ever showed to any- 
body to seek advice. He 
showed it to (British) 
feminist Germaine Greer, 
who was then living in Italy. 


The Sim became a hybrid, it 
did not haw any continui- 
ty, " Zapponi said. 

After the Stm was made. 
Fellini broke with several 
members of his team, in- 
cluding Zapponi and his 
chief cameraman, in an 
attempt to make a fresh 
start. But the director and 
scriptwriter remained 
friends, seeing each other 
ffequentfy. 

In his last years, an in- 
creasingly depressed Fellini 
found it difficult to Snd a 
producer willing to hnance 
his ideas despite his Sve 
Oscars, one awarded for 
life-time achievement. 

"He 

. offered him. There was an . 
American offer’ for hiMW' 
Sim Dante's Iniemo. The 
last years were very sad. His 
phone calls to me were 
heart-rending, '* Zapponi 
said. 

Fellini's melancholic 
mood was reflected in his 
last major Sim. the 1989 La 
Voce Della Luna (The 
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ad iemaa^m) riifcMiTii^ap 

Voice Of The Moon), in 
which a romantic vagabond 
seeks out primal voices that 
have been drowned out by 
the din of modem life. 

"Fellini was emptying his 
drawers, the Sim is a sum- 


FmOf- 
wrfCA two 


aaaaidm uUnaMi actors during the 
sbaaaatiaag of bis falaaa Koana {fita 
photoP 


maty of his stereotype char- 
acters.” said Zapponi. 

The last time Zapponi 
saw Fellini was in a Rome 
hosfritai. the day before the 
director, who had suffered a 
stroke, fell into a coma 


from which he never reco- 
vered. 

"Orme back soon. “ Felli- 
ni told him as he lay on his 
death-bed. “Come back 
alone so u'e can talk abour 
work. " 








25H 

cd 

d 

anl 

•e-j 

ie| 

*4j 

I 

t 

•t 

hei 

id 

>g: 

es 

id 

o*t 


“l 

I 

1 




■( 

..,1 

, u.l* 




.Ilf'" 


European museums locked in 
unequal battle with thieves 
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By John FoUaio 

f Reuter 
PARIS — When thieves 
made off with The Scream, 
a priceless I9th century 
painting by Edvard Munch, 
they leff a cheeky note at 
Oslo's National Gallery. 

"Thanks for the poor 
security, ” read the note, 
left when the picture was 
taken on Feb. 12. the open- 
ing day of the Winter Olym- 
pics in' Lillehammer. the 
message sounded like a 
warning, nor jusf to the 
Oslo gallery but to collec- 
tions across Europe. 

Directors of leading 
museums from the Louvre 
in Paris to the Hermitage in 
St. Petersburg, and from 
the Uffizi Gallery in Flor- 
ence to the National Gal- 
lery in Prague, are learning 
the hard way. 

“The lesson of the Munch 
theft is that we are all 
vulnerable and that no 
museum is fail-safe. ’ said 
Maurice Graveaud. The 
government official in 
charge of security^ at 
France’s major museums in- 
cluding the Louvre and the 
Musee D’Grsay in Plans. 

“We're fighting against a 
paradox. We have to pro- 
^t artworks as if they were 
ve^ures in a bank but we - 
a/so have to show them to 
(he public. Criminals find 
the gaps," he said. 

In Oslo, one man climbed 
into the gallery while bis 
accomplice steadied the lad- 


der. They smashed a win- 
dow, grabbed Muoeb’s 
1893 paJating of a face 
wide-mouthed in terror, 
and vanished. 

It was not a particulariy 
spectaariar or daring raid.' 
compared to some other 
landmark thefrs. 

Again at Oslo's National 
Gallery, thieves made off in 
1982 with no less than eight 
masteqyieces — works by 
Rembrandt. Picasso, Gau- 
guin. Van Gogh and Goya 
worth up to $6.7 million. 

One April morning in 
1991, four armed Dutch- 
men slipped into Amster- 
dam's Van Gogh Museum 
Just before dawn and grab- 
bed 20 works by their 19th 
century compatriot — in- 
cluding Self Pojtrair and 
Still Life With Sunflowers. 

The same year, a band of 
thie\’es walked out of Pra- 
gue's National Gallery with 
four Picasso paintings worth 
$30 million, the famous 
Port Of Cadaques among 
them. 

Last July, a gang broke 
through the glass roof at the 
British Museum in London 
and stole ancienr Roman 
gold and silver coins, 
brooches and rings worth 
$369,000. 

In all four cases, the 
works of arts were subse- 
quently recovered — in 
Amsterdam they were 
/bund in an abandoned get- 
away car only hours after 
the break-in. Experts say, it 


,is extremely difficult to sell 
a stolen masterpiece. 

Estimates of the value of 
frne art thefr range from 
some $750 million to well 
into billions of dollars. The 
privately-riinded Interna- 
tional Foundation /or Art 
Research in New York has 
recorded some 35,000 
works of art stolen since 
1976. 

Besieged by enterprising 
and ill-intentioned visirors, 
museums with invariably 
tight bud^ts are having to 
spend more uad more on 
•cr^tly security systems. 

This is money they would 
mudi prefer to dedicate to 
restoring works and impro- 
ving facilities. 

“Museums around the 
world are forced to become 
like Fort Knox. This is not a 
suitable atmosphere in 
which to view art,” said 
Bjoni Springfeldt, director 
of Stockholm's Modern 
Museum. 

Security at the Stockholm 
museum was stepped up af- 
ter five Picasso paintinp, a 
Picasso bronze sculpture . 
and two works by French 
cubist Georges Braque 
were stolen in November. 

The thieves succeeded in 
sawing through the roof 
without triggering the alarm 
system or alerting a lone 
security guard. The 
museum 's security budget is 
now running at some 10.000 
crowns ($1J50) a day. 

Galleries in the former 


Soviet Bloc cannot afford to 
^pend such sums. But they 
may well be more at risk 
than their richer Western 
counterparts. 

After Eastern Europe be- 
gan opening its borders in 
1989. smuggling Picasso 
paintings, valuable violins. 
Jewellery, icons and other 
works of art to Western 
marJIrecs just a few hours’ 
drive away flourished. 

The thriving trade in 
stolen art plagues the Czech 
Republic to such an extent 
that last November the Qtl- 
ture Ministry enlisted the 
help of the international 
police or^nisation Interpol 
to stem the tide of works 
crossing its borders. 

"At first it was pure 
amateurs (who were in- 
volved)... but recently it 
seems that well-organised 
gangs are stealing on the 
orders of other people in- 
rerested in a particular 
piece.” said Daniela Mar- 
salkova of the ministry's 
Galleries and Museums De- 
partment. 

As in the rest of Eastern 
Europe, few of the Czech 
Republic's museums have 
the money to pay for 
trained 24-hour guards or 
high-tech wizardry — video 
cameras, a/arms, inffa-red 
detection rays and 
armoured windows. 

}^Tiether it is state-of-the- 
art or more primitive, no 
security system can guaran- 
■ tee alxolute protection. 


Wheelchair dancers turn 


disability into art 


By JIB SajeaBt 

Reuter 


LONDON — Two of the 
dancers are in wheeicbaiis 
and are unable to use their 
A thzrd has no lega at 
aB. 

Yet the Candoco Com- 
pany peifrum some of the 
most imagjDative and start- 
rung dance wtuks ever seen 
on a British stage and 
Seively resist being labelled 
an exercise in public rela- 
tions for the chsabled. 

Self-pity, along with 
pomms arid pirouetms, has 
no jriace in the Caodooo 
repertoire even for the Sve 
able-bodied yoang men and 
women who with the three 
crqypled dancers make up 
(be company. 

**We Uke to think of 
ourselves as a r^uiar dance 
company," said co-fOaoder 
Celeste DandeJeer, a former 
member of the London 
Contemporary Dance 
Theatre left paralysed after 
a stage accideor more than 
IS years ago. 

**Obv70usJy the unique 
make up of the company 
stands us apart from others 
bat hopefully when we*ve 
been seen a bit more people 
will look at the work rather 
than who is disabled and 
who is not,** she added. 

As their name suggests, 
Caodooo pra/er to focus on 
what disabled dancers are 
able to do rather thjf n on 
their innitatidos and as a 
result often move audiences 
to tears of astonishment 


rather than compamioD. 

Wbeehhaiis whizz and 
spin admtn the stage, tipfmg 
backwards and adeways 
Ske an exteosioa of 
dancer's body rather than a 
ooastnmt 

They become props from 
wbkh the able-bodied dan- 
cers balance or take Sight as 
they tenderly cradle the 
cripjded ocespants in tbeir 
arms, waometimes viabas- 
fy eject them. 

Bat the star of the show 


Laban Centre for Move- 
ment and Dance as its Srst 
disabled dance student, 
Toole is siiiprised at bow 
Candooo’s work can change 
perse’s opinion of disa^ 
ity in one performance. 

**But we’re not pushing 
this. We just enjoy what 
wete thing,’* be said. 

Ballet critics have been 
swiftly won over. The Guar- 
dian described their work as 
"an ejdraordinary vision". 
The dance critic of the 


Self-pity, along with pointes 
and pirouettes, has no place in 
the Candoco repertoire even 
for the five able-bodied young 
men and women who with the 
three crippled dancers make 
up the company. 


needs no wbeehbair. 

David Toole, 29, was 
bom fritboat and has 
been diaocuig hr only three 
years. Yet hz$ hng, power- 
fni and expressive arms 
together whb a baanting charis- 
ma make him a virtuoso 
rather than a freak. 

He can skithr fast across 
the stage, weav^ in and 
oat and over bis partners, 
arch and angle bis torso 
with the same kzod of ooo- 
tro/ and expresskm display- 
ed by able-bodied dancers 
perfotming arabesques. 

A former postal worker 
who ^peot a year at the 
London branch of the 


Financial Times saidToole’s 
duet with able-bodied Kul- 
dp Sin^Banni was "asto- 
nkhing. both in itS d ynami c 
oatlmes and in its p^cboh- 
gieal resonances'" 

Formed three years ago, 
the London-based company 
k just starting a nationwide 
tour featuring new works 
commissioned from two of 
Britain’s moist experienced 
contemporary cboreog- 
rapbeis. 

Siobhan Davies, choreog- 
rapher hr the Raunb^ 
Dance Company and En- 
ghsh National Ballet, said 
•that to her suipriim she 
tbuod it easier to work with 


the disabled dancers rhaq 
die others. 

"They have gone thropgh 
pfaysicai catharsis at some 
pomt. They have had to 
deal in a very real sense, 
with what has happened to 
tiieir bodies and seemed to 
know innately how to alter 
the tone, weight and colour 
of movement, ’’ Davies said. 

“For me the challenge 
was working with the able- 
bodied dancers who had not 
gme through that extraor- 
daaiy eperience. " 

Although resisting being 
categorised as a disabled 
group, Candoco evote 
about half their time to run- 
ning workshops in schools 
and with other dancers, 
both professional and be- 
gamers. 

Tbeir fame has pread 
abroad and they have been 
invited to Romania i‘. ;r 
this year both to 
and organise workstjps 
aimed at omtuming norrz- 
tive attitudes to the ph^- 
cally and mentaiiy- 
bandicajped. Australia is 
also besotting. 

The membera of Candoco- 
have no desire to becoffig q 
caring-riiaring role m%/ 
for minority groups. 

“It is a r^ecdon on how 
little inter-reaction many 
peojrie in mainstream Iffe 
have with disabled people 
that we are seen as some- 
thing very special,” said 
'Adam Benjamin, who 
formed Candoco with 
Dandeker. 
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Study urges w ider use of medicines to dilate 

Heart failure drugs *eould si 


blood vessels 


save up to 30 , 000 lives a year 


'f. Celia Han 
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/o NHS. 

.An independent study ot 
the costs of heart failure hy 
Dr. John McMurray, a con- 
sultant cardiologist, and 
two health economists from 
the Western General Hos- 
pital. Edinburgh, says that 
for c'lvrr l.tlOO heart failure 
p,iticnts treated for three 
lears there would he 
fewer deaths ./nd JSd fewer 
hospital .idmissions. 

Dr. Philip Poolc-Wilson. 
British Heart Foundation 


professor of cardiology at 
the National Heart and 
Lung Institute. London, 
said good evidence of the 
effectiveness of .Ace inhibi- 
tors had been established 
over the past fuo or three 
years. 

“Here is a medical adv- 
ance whose action in active- 
ly reducing mortality is 
rarely seen in medicine, "he 
said. “In Britain we think 
that 10 to 15 per cent of the 
population wth heart fai- 


lure have these drug». It 
should be 60 to 70 per 
cent. " 

He said heart failure 
a^eets / per cent of the 
population and accounts for 
5 per cent of hospitals stays. 
About half die wthin four 
years and those with severe 
heart failure are unlikely to 
survive for more than a 
year. 

Heart ^lure is the condi- 
tion in which heart muscle 
has been damaged prevent- 


Mams male fertility test 
puts shy men in the pink 


By Sue Pktaing 
Reuter 

OHEST. Belgium — Men 
wii: be able to test their 
fi-r:tli:y in the comfort of 
tiicir own homes with :hc 
launch in Europe thi.s 
.Trent/; of a male .sperm test. 

Called Fe/ti7irvsforc. the 
test was pioneeretj by Pro- 
fessor Frank: Comhaire, 
hc.id of endocrinology at 
the .•\caderrJc Hospital in 
Ghent, northwestern Bel- 
gium. in collaboration with 
a U.S. -based scientist, 
Robert Erics.son. 

Infertility affect.s 10 to 12 
per cent of all couples and 
medical research shows up 
to 50 per cent of infertility is 
due to problems with the 
man, says Prof. Comhaire. 

The Ghent professor 
hopes his invention »7'// 
spare many women from 
unoeces.<;a7y. painful and 
expensive fertility tests 
which are usually more dif- 
Scult than the male wrsion. 

"Call me a feminist, but / 
think women have had to 
sake the full responsibility 
for iafertility for far too 
long," Prof. Comhaire, who 
has been involved in infer- 
duty research for more 
thrn 25 vears. told Reuters. 


"The male factor in infer- 
tility has been underesti- 
mated for years, "he added. 

Men are often reluctant 
to have their sperm tested, 
largely because of the 
embarrassment of ha\ing to 
masturbate in a hospital 
lavatory or cramped cubicle 
to produce a sperm sample. 

"It's much better and 
easier for men to do the 
tests at home. Also, many 
men simply will often not go 
to see a doctor if they have 
a problem," Prof. Com- 
haire said. 

The test is based on a 
procedure devised by Dr. 
Ericsson to measure fertility 
in bulls. The human test, 
which ivas adapted by Prof. 
Comhaire, had to be much 
more sensitive because bulls 
produce 1,000 times more 
sperm cells than the human 
male. 

"The test is very simple, 
but it was a spark of genius 
for Dr. Ericsson to think 
that this test could be 
adapted for the human 
male," Prof. Comhaire 
said. 

The male fertility test 
works in a simiJar way to a 
female pregnancy test, with 
results that check against a 


colour chart. 

The test measures the 
amount of mobile sperm in 
a sample by using a blue 
dye, if the sample goes 
jrink, there is enough vigor- 
ous spenn to give a couple 
an d7 per cent diance of 
conceiving within one year. 
In infertile men, the sample 
will tun deep purple. 

SdeatiScally, the test me- 
asures the amount of ox- 
ygen in the sperm. The 
more mobile the ^aerm, the 
more oxygen they will con- 
sume. If 3ie level of oxy^o 
in the ipenn faBs below a 
certEUO level, then the test 
result win be pink. 

Prof. Comhaire said re- 
search ihdfcated the test 
was about 90 per cent accu- 
rate, bat waned against 
otMipies usio^ the resvJts as 
a method of contraception. 

"You have to have zero 
tpenns to be absolatdy in- 
fertile. This test may hiow 
that you are sub-fer^e, but 
you are not sterile," said 
Prof. Comhaire. 

FertUityscore costs 750 
Belgian francs ($21) and 
eacA pack contains two 
tests. If the test result is 
uncertain or ue^gathre, the 
man should stay oSfakxBiol 


and cigarettes and repeat k 
aAer several weeks. 

The test has not yet been 
marketed in the United 
States because its inventors 
are still waiting for approval 
from the aiit&orittes before 
launching it. However, it is 
being sold in several Euro- 
pean countries and will 
soon be on sale in Austra- 
lia. 

Prof. Comhaire said he 
believed it was the perfect 
time to launch a home male 
foitiZily test because help 
was usually availalde should 
the fpeizD test be negative. 

"I would never, for ex- 
ample, launch an AIDS test 
now. There is notbwg you 
can do for AIDS... But in 
most couples, you win be 
able to Gnd some sofotioti 
to infet^ty," he said. 

Prof. Combaire*s two 
SODS are involved with pro- 
ducing the test and have 
tmnedtlm family home into 
a small factory, complete 
with a sterilised laboratory 
and an assembly line. 

Under a deal with the 
aniveisity, some of the pro- 
ceeds from the test will be 
fanneled bade into Ghent 
Uttiversky to food more re- 
seaicb into fertHity. 
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ing the heart from function- 
ing properly. The result is 
tiredness and breathless- 
ness. In severe cases the 
parienr is unable to walk 
more than a few steps with- 
out collapsing. 

Heart transplant is the 
treatment offered to 
young sufferers. Older and 
elderly patients are pre- 
scribed diuretics to keep 
down levels of water re- 
tained in the body. 

The full costs of a heart 


transient are £24,000. Ab- 
out 570,000 pwple suffer 
from heart failure in the 
United Kingdom at cost of 
^60m annually to the 
NHS. This is more than 10 
per cent of what the NHS 
spends on the whole range 
of heart diseases. 

Heart fo;7une patients 
stay a long time in hospital 
w^n admitted, on average 
11-12 days. This accounts 
for 60 per cent of the costs 
of treating beazt failure. 


while the present drugs' bill 
only accounts for 7.5 per 
cent of the total. 

Dr. Murray and his col- 
leagues have worked out 
that inerted use of Ace in- 
hibitors — there are eight 
varieties on the marief — 
would reduce hospitalisa- 
tions by 29,278 a year and 
save £51.2m. 

Dr. Poole-WiJson said 
that prescribing of Ace in- 
hibitors may be low becai^ 
early trials using veiy high 


doses on very sick people 
caused side effects, includ- 
ing low blood pressure. 
Some doctors were wary as 
a result but they now inow 
that low doses are effective. 
A course of treatments 
costs about £160 a year for 
the rest of life. 

The drugs would not be 
suitable for some patients 
with low blood pressure aud 
people with certain forms of 
kidney problems — Inde- 
pendent. 


Study confirms theory of aging 


By Teresa Rjordaa 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — A new 
study provides the first 
direct evidence for the long- 
standing theory that a byp- 
roduct of breathing known 
as oxygen free radicals is an 
underlying cause of aging. 

‘Tt*s a major contribu- 
tion," Joe McCord, a pro- 
fessor of medicine at the 
Webb-Waring Institute of 
the UniVersiOf of Colorado 
and a pioneer in ffee-radical 
research, told Reuters. 
"The theory has been 
around for 30 years, but this 
is the first strong support 
for it." 

The free-radical theory of 
aging suggests that when 
oxygen is absotbed by cells 
during the process of re- 
spiration, harmful free 
radicals — molecules that 
are highly unstable because 
they have an extra electron 
— are formed. 

The normal level of anti- 
oxidants in cells is insu^- 
cient to totally counteract 


the radicals, the theory 
says, and some of them 
e^pe and wreak irrepar- 
able barm to cells. 

Southern Methodist Uni- 
versity (SMU) researcbers 
genetica//y engineered ffuit 
flies so that they would in- 
crease by about 30 per cent 
tbeir natural production of 
enzymes that mop up ox- 
ygen free radic^ before 
they can cause the body 
damage. 

Rajindar Sobal and WU- 
Uam Orr, professors of biol- 
ogy at SMU, found that one 
group of the specially bred 
fiuit flies lived longer — an 
average of 72 days as com- 
pared to the average life 
span of 55 days among nor- 
mal ffuit Sies. 

The new breed bad a 
maximum age of 93 days 
while the regular breed 
lived no more than 71 days 
at best. 

They also found that tbe 
genetically er^eered Hies 
produced less of a free- 
radical byproduct called 
protein canbony/ and that 


they could walk from 10 to 
20 per cent foster than tbeir 
regular counterparts. 

‘Tn other words, the 
quality of life of tbe ffies 
was better," Rvf. ' Sobal 
told Reuters. **Tbey were 
stronger pbydologjcally." 

The researcbers reported 
^ on tbeir findings in tbe 
latest issue of tbe journal 
Science. 

' Prof. Sobal said tbe End- 
ings, funded by tbe Nation- 
al Institute on Aging, 
should shed light on tbe 
‘ ebfiscf of oxygen free rarbo 

r alsinall air-breathing anim- 

\ als ffom knit flies to hu- 

mans, because they employ 
^ similar mechanisms to 

counteract free radicals. 

Tbe study **presents for 
i tbe first time some rather 

; defioilive experiments that 

t show that tbe free-radical 

; mechanism of aging is a 

valid concept," said Earl 
i Stadtman, a biocbeinist at 

t tbe National Heart Lu^ 

and Blood Institute who 
f tirst showed a correlation 

t between tbe age of animak 


and an increased level of 
ffee-radical byproducts. 

Free radreris also have 
been implicated in all maur 
ner of diseases, indudi^s 
cancer, stroke and heart 
attacks. 

Test tube studies have 
shown that antioxidant 
Vitamins C and E as wen as 
Betacarotene reduce oxida- 
tion damage. Many cfinica/ 
trials studying tbe links be- 
tween these antioxidants 
and risks far various dis- 
eases are currently under 
way but thus far little such 
research has been pub- 
lished. 

The researcbers bred tbe 
fires by micro-injecting into 
embryos two genes that 
produce antioxidant en- 
zymes. 

They said tbe technique 
might one day be used to 
produce liveaock or pets 
that live longer. However, 
they ruled out a timiJar 
approach in humans be- 
cause of ethical considera- 
tioDS and current limitations 
on genetic engmeeriog. 


The agonists and the ecstasy 


By John nimnn 

Every so often there is a 
surge of interest in the phar- 
maceutical industry almut a 
new product range. It hap- 
pened with benzodiazepine 
(which begat Valium and 
Lib) in the sixties. It is 
happening again with 5- 
hydroxy-tryptamine (5-HT) 
or serotonin. The serotonin 
"family" indudes the anti- 
depressant Prozac — 
acclaimed as "the wonder 
drug" of the nineties. Pro- 
zac has assumed a cultural 
identity all of its own (even 
though it is inspiring law- 
suits from people dleging- 
bad experiences with it). 

Serotonin makes the lin- 


zodiazepines seem like 
small beer. Tbe benzodiaze- 
pine story was largely res- 
tricted to anxiety, with 
some muscle-relaxing pow- 
er on tbe side. Tbe seroto- 
nin saga embraces schi- 
zophrenia and addiction; 
panic disorders and sexual 
deviation... the stuff of mul- 
ti-billion-pound phar- 
maceutical roulette. It has 
already produced, in addi- 
tion to Prozac, big returns. 
Sumatriptan relieves mig- 
raine. Ondansetron inhibits 
nausea and vomiting. 

Seroronni is a naturally^ 
occurring chemical distri- 
buted widely throughout 
the body. It works as both a 
neurotransmitter and a Joe- 


Migraine^s 
wonder drug? 

By John Ulman 

An injectable migraine drug has transformed tbe life of 
John B<dtoa, a 4^year-old company secretary. His case 
shows why migraine has become a medical story of oar 
time. He first tried aspirin, betablockers (drugs usaaHy 
prescribed for high blood pressure), tranquilUsers, 
acupuncture, relaxation techniques and homeopathy. He 
SRys; can now do tbe things / plan to do without Nar. ** 

The customer does not always come first in tbe new 
marketplace. Some CPs ration or wiU not prescribe 
Sumatriptan (£20 a shot). Not that everyone wants k. 
Needle phobia is rife. There is concern about drug 
Sfde-e/TectS and tbe fosbrau for compienKatary mecErdoe. 
Britain's four million migraine sufferers are shopping 
around as never before. Some try yoga: others combine 
treatments incorporating a pain-kOler and an anti- 
nausea agent PlmvibusJy many sufferers did not take 
painkillers for fear they would make themselves 
nauseous. 

Paradoxically, painkillers can actually cause 
headaches in people who repeatedly wake up witii a 
headache and take a pW to prevent it getting worse or 
developing into a migraiae. Tbe only way to break the 
eyde. doetoes advise, is to try preventive mediezoe. such 
as betablockars, prescribed by tbe doctor. 

Experimentation involves more than drugs. Prevea- 
thn is tbe best treatment of all. Many people have a 
migraine if they miss a meal, eat chocolate, sle^ too 
much OF too Utile, or undertake bard ;^ysicd exercise. 
Women are known to be more susceptible in tbe week 
bdbre tbeir period. Tbe contraceptive pill can also act as 
a trigger. 

- C.ynte sayMiigmine iinderliaes the anwriHea mtMkmh? 
the less doctors know about a condition, tbe more 
drugs/therapies there are to treat iL But Lewis CamkI, 
who wrote bis owo experiences of mj^raibe into Alice, 
might have welcomed today's extended mark^daee. 
Tweedledum certainly would have done — The Guar* 
djan. 


al bonmone. Within tbe 
brain and spinal cord it 
affects tbermoregalation or 
temperature control; sleep 
and wakefulness; car- 
diovascular foncrion; motor 
function; sexual behaviour; 
psychotic behaviour; and 
• drug-induced hallucinatory 
states. 

It works by latching itself 
on to 5-HT receptor pro- 
teins on cells in the car- 
diovascular system, brain 
and gut. How? One way to 
explain how a natural cbe-' 
micaJ or drug works is to 
_ ffink of a lock and key: the 
efaemi^ or drag is the **tbe 
key”, the receptor cell is the 
"lock". Serotonin is~ more 
like a master key wb/cb can 
open a number of different 
chemical locks. 

Research is progressing 
on two ffonts: tbe Erst is 
concerned wkb producing 
synthetic variants of 5-HT 
to block 5-HT receptors. 
These are called antagonists 
or blockers. The second is 
aimed at Ending variants to 
stimulate 5-HT receptors. 
These are called a^nists. 

"Targets" include: 

5I7/CZDE: Post-mortem 
studies suggest that 5-HT 
a^nists may stop harmful, 
impulsive behaviour. 
Arsonists and people who 
have killed themselves by 
violent means have been- 
found to have low 5-HT 
concentrations in the brain. 

ADDICTIVE BE- 
HAVIOUR: The effect of 
5-HT on impulse control 
may help smokers and 
drinkers by holding craving 
'in dieck. Rats addicted to 
alcohol voluntarily reduced 


intake after taking 5-HT 
agonists. Tbe journal 
PSycbopharmacology re- 
ported: "There may be a 
complex web of mtercon- 
necrions between primary 
drives (such as hunger), use 
of addictive drugs (sud as 
nicotine) and stress — tbe 
commonest link between all 
three being patterns of 
activation in 5-HT path- 
ways. " 

NAUSEA: Tbe drug 
ondansetron (a blocker) in- 
hibits nausea and vonuring. 
enabling doctors to pre- 
scribe powerhil anti-cancer 
drugs which mi^t other- 
wise have disabling side-. 
. effects. Ondansetron seems 
to suppress 5-HT activity in 
tbe gut, preventing the 
brain from activating the 
**vomiting reEex." 

MIGRAINE: Resear^ 
sug^sts migraine is t/^' 
gered by widening of blood 
vessels in the membrane 
covering the brain. Tbe 
drug Sumatriptan (a block- 
er) constricts these vessels 
and mimicks naturally 
occurring 5-HT. In one 
study, up to 80 per cent oi 
patients obtain^ relief af- 
ter Sumatriptan injections. 

What about Prozac? It is 
a "selective serotonin re- 
uptake inhibitor. " Depress- 
ion is linked to a reductior 
in the brain of neorotrans- 
miners, among them sero- 
tonin. Prozac increases 
serotonin levels. But tbt 
controversy over Prozac 
not to meutiou the Valiun 
story, should preclude pre^ 
mature euphoria — Tbt^ 
Guardian. 
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(A) QUOTATIONS 

1. Pundit Nehru 

2. Abraham Lincoln 

3. Mahatma Gandhi 

(B) INSERT THE MISSING LETTERS 


beginning with A and D 
^pes^ivefy^ and jumping one letter each timei^ese^ 
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' MsBosster off Labour Khaled Ghazawi (right) 
Weofsesday meets witb risitiiig IntemafioDal 
Labour Organisafioai offidab tMirf fil by 

ILO ’• 


Shukri Daiaai (second frmn ri^it) (Petra 
^loto) 


discusses programmes for 
occupied territories 



By P.V. Vivekenand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Intema> 
tional Labour Organisation 
(ILO) has drawn up separate 
assistance and co(^)eiatioD 
programmes to be im-. 
plemented in Jordan and the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, a senior ILO 
official said Wednesday. 

Shukri Dajani, who is visit- 
ing Jordan at the head of a 
delegation from the Geneva- 
bas^ ILO, met with Labour 
Minister Khaled Ghazawi to 
discuss the Jordan program- 
me, which involves assistance 
in informatics, occupational 
safety and hedth luoaids. 

ine organisation will also 
..heip the goveniment draft a 
new labour law. 

The ILO will be offering 
training for Ministry of 
' 'Labour personnel in employ- 
ment practices and labour in- 
'spections and will also pro- 
vide scholarships tor some of 
them, r<lr. Dajani, deputy 
ijdirector.of the Arab AfiaiiS 
'.•pepajnbneotxif the ELO, tcSd 
.;{he.JoRlan'*^mes. *■ ic 
;, ^The -Jordan NpwaAgei^, 
Petra, quoted Nb. Dajani as 
saying that the ILO, in coop- 
eration with the National 
Committee on Women's 
Affairs, is planning to hold a 
•regionaJ seminar in Septem- 
ber to discuss problems fac- 
ing Arab working women. 

, Mr. Dajani, who arrived 
here Tuesday along with Lee 
Swepton, another senior ILO 
official, said the delegation 
and Mr. Ghazawi disoissed 
Jordan-ILO relations and 


cooperation in varions fields. 

Also reviewed were the 
labouLT situation in the occn- 
pied territories and Israel's 
treatment of Palestinian 
workers. 

Later in the day, the ILO 
team met with a delation 
rep r esenting the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
headed by Mohammad Znhdi 
Nashashibi, a member of the 
executive committee and 
bead off the Economic Plan- 
ning Department. 

“We listened to their views 
on the labour situation in the 
occupied West Bank and 
Strip," said Mr. Da- 
jani, adding that the ILO had 
drawn up an “assistance 
programme" for the Palesti- 
nians living in the occupied 
territories. 

He declined to detail the 
nature of the assistance 
saying that the issue was to be 
diseased during a meeting 
on Thursday with Mr. Gfaaza- 
wi, attended by representa- 
tives 'of workers' and em- 
ployees as well as the PLO. 
- Omar Kfaatib, dqiuty chief 
of -the Palestinian- embas^ 
here, who attended Wednes- 
day's talks, was quoted as 
sa^ng by the Associated 
Press that the PLO had 
agreed to abide by ELO oon- 
ventions when it takes over 
the Gaza Strip and Jeridio 
nnder the SepL 13 autonomy 
accord s^ned with Israel. 

The PLO e^oys observer 
status at the ILO. 

FLO officials smd they pre- 
sented a report to the IL(j on 
Israeli “riolations of the 


labour rights of the Palesti- 
nians tiving in the occupied 
territories." 

Western human rights 
organisations have severely 
criticised Israel's treatment of 
Palestinian workers, who are 
a source of cheap labour for 
the Jewish state's agriculture 
and construction sector. 

In the absence of an econo- 
mic^dustrial infrastructure 
in the occupied territories, 
tile Palestinians there have 
little choice but to q>t for 
jobs in Israel, where they are 
paid less than half of the 
average wages paid to Israelis 
and have no fa^th insarance 
or social seenrity benefits. 

Up to 120,000 Palestinians 
used to work in Israel until 
December 1992, when tiie 
occupation anthorities im- 
posed strict measures that cut 
their number to less tiian fasJf 
after a spate of violence 

against Isi^is. 

Israel imposed a blanket 
ban on Palestiman workers 
CTierfng its' teirritoiV follow- 
ing Friday's massbcieof Mus- 
lim. w<nshipper5' A Hebron's 
Itnkhimi Mosque. ■ -i 

For the fiik time since 
occupying the West Bank and 
the Oiaa. Strip in 1967, Israel 
has agreed to allow an ILO 
delegation to visit the oooi- 
(ried territories. The ILO 
hopes to make the visit in 
April, Mr. Dajaiu sud. 

The ILO delegation met 
with the PLO leadership in 
Tlunis at the outset of its 
current Middle East visit, de- 
scribed as a fact-finding mis- 
sion. 


Smugglers arrested after 
shooting 2 badia officers 


Rana Hnssemi 

to tbe Jordan lanes 


SpedI 

AMMAN — Two Badia patrol 
officers Tuesday were atucked 
by a g^p of smu^eis in ^ 
Manshieh area of Al Muwwaq- 
qer, according^to Civil Defence 
(CDD) and Customs De{^- 
mrat rqxrrts.' 

The retorts said badia pat- 
rols bec^e suspicious of a 
truck that was transporting live 
sheep and had crowed into 
Jordanian territory fiom Saudi 
Arabia. 

When tbe officers stopped 
tbe truck and searched h, they 
discovered cigarette cartons 
Indden in different parts of tte 
truck, the report said. 

A customs official told the 
Jordan Times that the smug- 
glers started shooting at the 
officers and injured two of 
them. Then they set their tru^ 
on fire in an effort to destroy 
the dgarectes, added the offi- 
cial. 

Tbe injured officers, aged 40 
and 18, were rescued by the 
Civil Defence who reedved a 
report that gunriiots were 
heard in that area and a fire 
was noticed. 

^fhea tiic CDD attempted 
to extinguish tbe fire, the 
smugglers attacked the fire en- 
gine, cutting the vrater hose, 
brealciog the engine's front 
window and damaging other 
parts of the vehicle. 

Tbe smugglers also stacked 
the CDD ambulance that ar- 
rived to tran^xnt the injured 
and cut the wires of tiie radio 
transmitter before they were 
arrested. 

The customs department 
official gave no deu^ cd tbe 


nationality or the number of 
smug^rs, but said they were 
investigating the incident. 

4 die of fbod pmsoning 

Three Mafraq children and 
their 40-year-old mother Tues- 
day died of food poisoning, 
and a S-year-old was listed in 
critical eondstion, according to 
police and hospital reports. 

Tbe mother, Rosa Ayed, 
and her children Jamileh (4). 
Jamal (3), Mohamad (1) and 
Joulos were discovert by 
the duldtoo's fother who had 
left hk borne in the pre-dawn 
and returned at about 8:00 
a.m., the reports said. 

Aref Ayed told police he left 
the bouse early to get fodder 
for hb sbeep and when he 
returaed home he found four 
members of his family dead. 

fo his testimony to police, 
Ayed said be had no 
knowledge of what might have 
caused their death. 

Tbe victims were taken to 
Kbfraq Military Hospital 
where four of them were pro- 
nounced dead on arrival and 
the fifih was listed in critical 
condition. 

A hospit^ official told tbe 
Jordan Times that it is possible 
that tbe fomily bad eaten lef- 
tovers that been refriger- 
ated. 

The official said the only 
survivor, Joulos, is in inten- 
care and is expected to 
survive. 

As of Wednesday evening, 
police were unable to deter- 
mine the cause of death, or 
tire kind of food that the fomily 
might have eaten. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Bulgaria 

AMMAN (Petra) ~ Ifis Majesty King Hussein Wednesday 
sent a cable of good wishes to Bulgarian President Zbe^ 
Zhetev on his country’s national day. He wished Mr. 
contimied good health and happiness, and further progress 
and prosperity for the Bulgarian pec^e. 

Citizen receives reo award 

AS/OAAS (Petra) — • CStizen Jadaan Faraj Weeboesday was 
honoured by Pubbe Security Department (PSD) Director 
lieutenant General Abdul Rahman A! Uda^ assisting 
police in apprebewfing a criminal. LL Gen. Udwan presented 
Mr. Faiaj a certifieme of merit, say^ that tim police 
always seek the coppeiation ^ tbe- pobbe ua.-ensunng the 
security and stability of local oonunomties.- 

JEA to participate In Cairo' meeting 

AMMAN (Petra ) — Tbe Jordan Engineers Association (JEA) 
board Wednesday rfocided to take part in tbe meeting of tbe 
higher council of the .Arab Engineen Federation. Tbe meet- 
ing, whiefa is to take place in C^o on March 30, will discuss 
the exploHaticm of the Arab World's mineral resouioes. 

Banking association chief reelected 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The general assembly of tbe Assodation of 
Banks in Jordan (ABJ) Tuesday reelect^ Zuhair Ehouri, tbe 
chairman of the Ifousing Bank, as chairman of tbe now ABJ 
board of directors. General Manager of tbe Arab Bankiiig 
Corporation Jawad Hadkl was eleo^ as deputy chairman of 
the ABJ. 
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The foUowing listings are compiled from monthly buUetiiis and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the bated 
and place with tbe oonoenied institudoas. 

EXHIBITIONS 

^ axhibitUai by artist Ghassan Ayasrah at the Royal Cultural 

Centre. 

fr by artist Shaker AI Glml entWed ‘‘Studies in ^ 

Jordaniaa Enviromaent” at the Phoe^ Art Gallery fiir Art 
suzd Culture. 

Pbsdc art exhibition by several artists at the Royal CuMural 
.Centre. 

frExhibitioa of Jordaniau products at Che Royal Cultural Centre. 

* ' Exhibition of works of art by the Arab Centre for Vocathmal 
‘Training at tbe Royal Cultural Centre. 

« E^dsibition of paintisgS by Rihani Gliassib at The Gallery 

‘ ISkOr.CoatineBtal HoM. 

Art exhibition by artist Jalal Ariqat at Ab’ad Art Gallery (lOM 
a.m.-S:60 p.m* except Fridays). 

* 'Art exhibition by several artbts at the AHa Art GaDeiy (8^ 
a.m.-<2:30 p.m.). 


mhfo^t). 

Art 

(7:00 p.in.-iiiidBi^). 



Cuitorai Centre. 

* Art «..d olMto edribMw IW 

Art GaBery In Riheis (Td. 720902). 

* -P«maneot” exhibitioB of 54 Arab c^tempot^ ^ jrt 

frel. M325W). ^ ^ 

Art Grflery (Td. S2«*32). 

FILM 

A “The OntlBW Wdes” id (he Ameriom 

* Ser*t1i..X^:3<> ^ <*35 ndotdee). 

musical performance 

L., Al Tfikht i*"«»d of Arab s ou g » on 

* C«d,e d *:«0 P-. 





IN THE MOOD FOR A EUROPEAN HOLIDAY? 

Spend a week in one of 20 exciting destinations in Europe for as little as 

JD 570 ^ minimum of two. 


Package includes: 

A round trip air ticket with Air France. 

Hotel accommodation with breakfast 
A combinatbn of two or more ci^s is available. 

For information contact* 

IntematioDal Traders at 607014 
or your travel agent 


IMTESNATION AL 

TRADERS, 
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House expected to endorse 
draft tenancy legislation 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Sunday is 
expected to endorse a draft 
temporaiy law on tenant after 
approving 10 articles of the 
draft legislation in a debate 
that has so far extended over- 
tfaree sessions. 

Legislators emphasised die 
importance of protecting 
tenants who, according to 
many lawmakers, constitute 
three-thirds of tbe society. 

Lawmakers, who Sunday 
voted in favour of approving 
an article of the draft law 
which gives tenants the right to 
remain in their rented pn^ 
erties despite time limits 
agreed upon in the lease, con- 
tinued their efforts to maintain 
protection that the draft law 
gives to tenants. 

“It's our duty to see that 
justice is carri^ out to tbe 
fullest," said Deputy Abdul 
Karim Al Dughmi, npponcBr 
of the Judicfoiy Committee, 
when discussing Artide 6 of 
the draft law. 

The article states that, 
tenants could be evicted if 


landlords wanted to expand 
their properties. But it stipu- 
lates foat tenants must receive 
compensations and reserve 
their right to return when the 
expansion is completed. 

Deputy Ah Abul Ragheb 
commented that the draft law 
“has become a law on tenants 
who have become owners" in 
response to bids that he said 
exaggerated protection of 
tenants. 

Some lawmakers proposed 
.that courts determine the 
amount of compensation 
tenants should receive when 
they are evicted, but Minister 
of Justice Taber Hifcmat said 
that such a requirement would 
lead to many “ttooUesoQie law- 
suits." He proposed that the 
House endorse the article 
which sets the amount of com- 
pensation at 20 times the 
annual rent 

Deputies also approved 
Axticlc 8 of the draft law which 
exdudes non-Jordanians from 
the right to remain in their 
rented property after tbe end 
of the lease. 

Article S of the draft legisla- 


tion. which was approved after 
a lengthy and heated debate | 
stipulates that tenants can rer 
main in the rented properties 
d^ite time limits agreed ujtori 
in the lease. • 

According to Article ‘9{ 
however, owners are allov^ 
to evict tenants for expansion 
only if the building is 40 years 
old and if 12 years have 
elapsed since the signing of th4 
lease. . ; 

Other articles in the law sa>) 
tenants can be evicted if if if 
established that the property’ is 
unsafe to use. , '• 

The draft law, which som^ 
deputies describe as one.' of 
the most important and sensi-| 
tive pieces of legislation, has 
been in effect as a tempoiurj} 
law since 1982. After it' 
approved by the House, thq 
draft law will be referred to the 
Upper House of Parliament 
(&nate) which can amend i^ 
and send it back to the Houses 
The draft legislation mil 
then be sent to His Majesty 
King Hussein, who can eitbe^ 
reject it, amend it or sign 
into law. 


Doctors report medicine, 
equipment urgently needed 
for massacre yictims 


By a Jordaa Timca 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — TWO Jordanian 
doctOR who were memben of 
a medical team that visited the 
occupied territories earlier this 
week to provide medical care 
to the wounded in the Hebron 
massacre said there are suffi- 
cient doctOR to treat tbe vic- 
tims but medidnes and medical 
equipment at Palestinian hos- 
pitals are seriously lacking. 

Jordan Medical Association 
(JMA) Present Ishaq Mara- 
qa said that the two doctoR 
have reported that the Palesti- 
nian bci^itals were also short 
of ftmds to cover ticatment 
costs. 

Dr. Maraqa said riiat the. 
JMA was makic^ arrange- 
ments for medicines and 
irtwrtical eqnipinent to be trans- 
ported to the West Bank and 
~wu awriting the final lists of 
materials needed so that be can 
submit a formal request to tbe 
office of the loternationaJ 
Cfominittee of tbe Red Ooss 
(ICRC) to work out an agri^ 
ment for such a shqpnieiit with 


the Israeli authorities. 

He said that the medidnes 
and medical equipment rea^ 
for transport came as a gift 
from the private pharmades, 
pharmaceutical companies and 
the Ministry of Health. 

He said the assodation is in 
constant contact wifo its Jeru- 
salem office to keep abreariof 
developments at hoqxtals 
there, particularly if any of tbe 
wouiKM would need to be 
brought to Jordan f or care. 

Meanwhile, the fund-raising 
eftbits for tbe victims of the 
massacre of more than 60 
Palestinians last Friday was 
continuing in Jordan. 

The Jordan BngineeR Asso- 
dation (JEA) Wednesday 
announced the donation of 
JDlO.000 to the families of the 
dead and injured people. 

The Amman Cbamber of 
lodostry also announced 
Wednesday that it has 
embarked on a large-scale 
campaign to raise fimds for this 
cause from tbe varions indust- 
rial institutions in tbe 
Kingdom. 


. J 


Labour 

dispute 

ends 


AMMAN (Petra) — Th^ 
Ministry of Labour Wednesday 
announced the settlement of al 
labour dispute between thd 
management of the Danistd 
Dairy ProducR Company andj 
company employees. ;:;us de-j 
fusing a threat by i:;c .vorkera 
to sdfike. { 

A ministry statement 
that tbe management and 
workeR' committee Wednes 
day signed a deal under wbi 
the employees will receive 
pay raise of JDIO per month i 
their wages are less tbatv 
JDliO; JD7 for those above 
the JDISO wage; and JDS foij 
those with salaries rangiDg be-| 
tween JD200 and JD300. | 

The raise will be leiioadive^ 
from tbe beginning of 1994J 
said the statement. ij 

Under the agreement, the; 
management will also providri 
health insurance covering: 
1(X)% of all medical expenses 
incurred by tbe workeR, aodi 
SO per cent of medical cost foi{ 
tfaeir fomilies. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 
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Drawing of March 2, 1994 


Winnii^ Tickrts 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
Wins JD 


^591 

40,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
Wins JD 


02403 

10,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
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5,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
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81770 

3,500 
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ticket No. 
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ticket No. 
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2,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
Wins JD, 


1300 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
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95868 

1,000 


Ten consolation prizes totaling JD 3.SSS each mmis jD 3M 

24592 24501 24691 25591 34591 
24590 24581 24491 23591 14591 
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02404 02413 02503 03403 12403 
02402 02493 02303 01403 92403 
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79090 79001 79191 70091 89091 
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sees China as biggest of emerging markets 


sR- — Senior 
:-r: \:r.L*r:cr*.a ’ride and 
r:}’!!:*. o}f:eials 
shf mm thrusts 
w >. p;ji:c\ rewards Chi- 
. stressing the 
J hu[id economic 
.iiiJ empiose Ircainicnt 

rcicr-sccrctiin.' »>f com- 
cc JcifiLV Garten told a 
ii China was 

f.iises; cinerg* 
.'rvxe; Mad enor- 

’ for Amci- 

: fimtv. 


He spoke after lobbying 
to try to get US., contracts 
in projects worth about $6 
billion. 

Mr. Garten's visit coin- 
cides with that of John Shat- 
tuck, assistant secretary of 
state for human rights. He is 
pushing China to make the 
significant improvements 
which President Bill Ginton 
has demanded before re- 
newing Beijing's most 
favoured nation (MFN) 
trading status. 

Mr. Garten's comments 


appeared to stress the im- 
portance for the United 
States of keeping its trading 
ties with Qiina. 

“By any calculation Qti- 
na is the largest of the 10 
emerging markets,” be said. 
“Whatever sector you look 
at, there are huge stakes for 
U.S. firms.” 

He said he had been lob- 
bying on behalf of U.S. 
firms bidding for projects 
worth about S6 billion. In 
sectors such as power, teie- 
communications and tians- 


porc — with the final value 
to the winning firms prob- 
ably worth several tiroes 
that figure. 

Asked why the United 
States did not sepme busi- 
ness and human limits as its 
main buaness competitors 
do. Mr. Garten the 
whole Ointon administra- 
tion was resolute on MFN 
and hoped it would be re- 
newed. 

“The policy between now 
and June (when the MFN 
decision has to be made) is 


set, 1 am not going to speco- 
laie on future policy,” he 
said. 

In Washington, Secretary 
of State Wanen Chrsi- 
topher seaid Tuesday the 
United States may be will- 
ing to consider future multi- 
year extensions of trade be- 
nefits if China makes major 
improvements in human 
rights. 

Mr. Garten said the Un- 
it^ States and China would 
hold a joint committee on 
commerce and trade in 


April in Washington, a body 
whidi he wants to turn inm 
a major forum on economic 
issues. 

He said that during each 
meeting in China he raised 
tiie complaints of American 
compames dxnit SO per cent 
increases in personnel and 
telephone costs since Jan. 1, 
wten tiie exchange rate of 
the renimndi was unified. 

'‘This issue will be raised 
by every senior U,S. official 
until it is resolved,” he 
ad(M. 
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U.S. Senate rejects 
budget amendment 
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W ASHINGTON (R) The Sen- 
ate narrowly rejected one of 
the most contentious proposals 
in U.S. politics Tuesday, a 
bnlunccd-radgct constitutional 
amendment mpped by Presi- 
dent Clinton us “a recipe for 
total paraK’sis.” 

Ending a week-long debate, 
the Senate voted 03-37 in 
favour of the amendment, four 
.short of the two-thirds ncces- 
sarv for pas.sage. 

OpponenLs denounced the 
notion of a mandatory' ba- 
lanced federal budget as an 
empty gimmick .*ind an .'iwful 
way to tamper with America's 
sacred governing creed, the 
constitution. 

“We swore to uphold the 
constitution,” said Senate 
majority leader George Mitch- 
ell. a Maine Democrat. "The 
constitution is more important 
than any of us. Indeed, it's 
more important than all of us 
put together.” 

Pm[Mnen(s called it just the 
castor-oil medicine needed to 
get the nation off its ^fidt- 
spending binge and said after- 
wards that eventually they 
would win. 

“This is just one loss in 


ate, the House has set a vote 
for mid-month. Passage seems 
assured, although it will 
amount to little more than 


Fading hopes 
of rate cuts 
send markets 
into spin 


European Union 
fixes entry terms 
for three nations 


ilitical posturing because 
Senate lea^rs say the cneasive 
will not come before it again. 

Analysts said that credit for 
the outcome belonged primari- 
ly to the efforts of Senator 
Robert Byrd, a West Virginia 
Democrat who chairs the 
power^l Senate Appropria- 
tions Committee. 

Mr. Byrd spent hours on the 
door arguing against the 
amendment, and tracing the 
origins of the constitution back 
to Its English roots centuries 
ago to illustrate his view the 
amendment would violate 
basic constitutional tenets. 

But Mr. Byrd said that his 
lobby'ing slopped short of hint- 
ing to other senators diat pet 
projects in (heir states might 
not be funded if they opposed 
him. 

Mr. Ointon argued against 
the proposal at a news confer- 
ence. 
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gctrinc a balanced budget 
amenomeni that will work for 


.tmendmeni that will work for 
this country.” said Utah Sena- 
lor Orrin Hatch, a cosponsor 
of the amendment, after the 
defunl. He predicted that even- 
tually the country would pass u 
balanced budget amendment, 
although not (his vear. 

Mr. Clinton, who did not 
want presidential hands tied on 


“I know it's politically popu- 
lar but I don’t think it’s good 
policy,” be said, “It amounts 
to turning the whole future of 
America over to 40 per cent 
plus one of each house of the 
congress. In an intensely parti- 
san atmosphere, Oati a recipe 
for total paralysis.” 

The 40 per cent comment 
referred to the controversial 
heart of the proposed amend- 
ment. which said federal 
spending could exceed income 
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Tueitdny morning where he 
Stands: 

“This reniedv is the wrong 
one." he said at a news confer- 
ence. "I hope the Conuruss will 
reject It.” 

It did. 

1'he amendment by Illinois 
LVinoeralie Senator Paul 
.Simon, a liberal leading a 
cause tiflen identified with con- 
servatives from Ronald 
Reagan on. was aimed at forc- 
ing Congress to achieve a ba- 
I'inecd budget by i^OOl. 

H.'id the &*natc approved it. 
the measure would nave had to 
clear the House of Representa- 
tives and would have then 
needed ratification from three 
quarters of all state legisia- 
lures, or 3S of the 5ti, within 
seven years. 

Despite its defeat in the Sen- 


if need be in any given vear 
provided both houses of Con- 
ne&s approve that by a ihree- 
nfths majority. 

Even more seriously in view 
of .some critics, three-fifths 
would also have been required 
to raise the national debt ceil- 
ing — a step now taken by 
majevrity vote periodically as a 
matter of routine, the alterna- 
tive being to default on U.S. 
obligations and bring the gov- 
ernment to a halt. 

The three-fifths requirement 
means two-fifths, or 40 per 
cent plus one. would have veto 
power. 

Nonetheless, the balanced- 
budget amendment is popular 
with grass-roots voters who 
feel Washington should be sub- 
jected to the same painful 
pocketbook discipline as ordin- 
arv citizens. 


LONDON (R) — Europe’s 
financial maiic^ fell sharply 
Wednesday after a snige in 
German money supply and 
worries about U.S. infiation 
qMiited fears that further cots 
in European interest rates 
would be delayed. 

Domestic factors went out of 
the window as panidey inves- 
tors scrambled to sell stodcs 
and bonds in the main Euro- 
pean financial centres of Paris, 
Frankfiirt and London. 

At one point £12.15 billion 
($18.16 billion) had been 
Imocked off tiie value of lead- 
ing British companies. The 
Fiendi and German stock mar- 
kets fell even further in percen- 
tage terms. 

In France, where interest 
rates move dosely in line witii 
German rates, trading in 
MATIF bond ftitures was 
briefly halted as pnices fell by 
more tiian three pdnis. 

**Thas market has been hell,** 
one Paris dealer said. **We got 
out iritii no losses, bat we were 
lucky.** 

**I cannot beHeve what Fm 
seeing. This is just a mg^- 
mare,” said one trader in Itar 
liao bonds, wacdung focures 
prices fall by more Aan four 
points at one point. 

By the end of the morning, 
bonds had pared their losses 
and stock prices had stabilised, 
but dealers said tins was an 
uneasy calm as markets waited 
to see where Wall Street would 
open. 

The Flnaodal Times-Stock 
Exchange index of 100 leading 
British shares found a support 
level at 3,200 and at 1230 GMT 
was down 45.1 points at 
3,225.5. 

The CAC-40 index of lead- 
ing Frendi shares was down 
66.80 pCMDts, or 3.06 per cent, 
at 2,1 16.32. The DAX index of 
30 leading German shares was 
down 46.72 pants at 2,(^.33. 

Nerves were evident from 
the start of the European day 
after a fall in U.S. Treasury 
bonds and equities on Tuesday 
because of fears that the 
Federal Reserve might ti^iten 
U.S. monet^ polity another 
notch to nip i^atiouaiy press- 
ures in the bod. 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Union (£U) has clinched 
membership terms for three 
out of four applicant states to ' 
extend the union north beyond 
the Arctic circle and east to the 
Russian frontier. 

In a hectic bout of bargain- 
ing that climaxed five days of 
intensive negotiations, first 
Sweden, then Finland and 
finally Austria agreed condi- 


ing EU fishing ri^ts in Norwe- 


pan waters proved too difficult 
on the dav lor the hundreds of 


tions on Tuesday for joining. 
Norway has still to set^ 


Norway has still to settle 
terms. 

“Finland, Sweden and Au- 
stria will make a major con- 
tribution to expaodine Euro- 


pean unity,” a delighted Greek 
European Affairs Minister 
Theodore Pangalos told a late 
ni^t news conference after 
what he called the longest-ever 
EU ministerial meeting. 

Mr. Pangalos, who (Paired 
the talks as the current EU 
president, was speaking almost 
24 hours after he “stopped the 
clock” to negotiate past an 
original midnight Monday 
deadline. 


on the day for the hundreds of 
officials and diplomats assem- 
bled in the smoke-filled rooms 
of the EU council of ministers 
office tower. 

Mr. Pangalos said the EU 
had a strange capacity to wax 
more passionate about fish and. 
milk than about any o±er sub- 
jects. 

But he he was confident 
that Norway would be able to- 
end negoriatioDs in time to join 
along with the other candi- 
dates. 

Negotiations between the 
EU and Norway are due to 
resume in Bniss^ next Tues- 
day, chiefly on fish but also to 
formalise aseements on agri- 
culture ancT taxation. 

Mr. Pangalos said this would 
still ^ow a Norwegian agree- 
ment to be submin^ in time to 


the European Parliament, 
which is oue to approve all 


“I have seldom felt so happy 
after 100 hours without sleep,” 
declared External Political 
Affairs Commissioner Hans 
van den Broek. who said the 
agreement angured well for the 
future of a free, democratic 
Europe. 

Diplomats said the rise of 
extremist nationalism in Russia 


personified by opposition 
politician Vladimir 2^rinovs- 
ky had given a fresh |5ush to 


the enlaigement forces, which 
is being closely watched bv the 


IS being closely watened by the 
East i^r^an states eager to 
join the EU. 

Although internal EU poli- 
tical debates often become 
bogged down in self-recrimina- 
tion and pessimism over issues 
from hi^ unemployment to 
lack of influence in Bosnia, the 
current moves to enlargement 
show a more dynamic side to 
the story. 

There have been three pre- 
vious enlargements of the 
European Community, which 
is already double its original 
membership of six. But the 
next expansion will be the first 
since the Maastricht treaty on 
European Union came 'into 
force last year. 

Only the question of grant- 


enlargement texts in May be- 
fore It goes into recess for 
elections in June. 

The enlargement of the EU 
on the target date of Jan. 1 
next year depends on referen- 
da among somewhat sceptical 
voters in all four candidate 
countries, but negotiators fresh 
from Tuesday's result were 
contemplating only success. 

Austrian Foreign Minister 
Alois Mock hail^ the out- 
come as historic and said his 
country's membership would 
strengthen the EU’s social, en- 
vironmental and human rights 
policies. 
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Vietnam to send 2,000 
workers to Libya this year 


HANOI (AFP) — Vietnam is to send 2,000 workere to Libya 
in a bid to combat unemployment and bring In formgn 
currency, the official Communist Party newspaper Nhan Dan 
said Tuesday. One hundred workers left for Libya Monday 
under a djntract signed last year by the Vietnamese General 
Import and Export Company for the Construction I.ndurtry 
(Vinaconex). and a South Korean firm, Dong A Construction 
O). (Eist Asia), the paper said. 

Since , last year, the South Korean firm has employed 
hundretb of VSetnamese in Libya to work on an irrigation 
.project worth several billion dollars. Since 1991 the Viet- 
namese government has operated a policy encouraging part of 
the country's over-plenti^ workforce to go abroad to help 
solve the onemployment problem and boost foreign currency 
revenue. 


FORECAST FOR THURDSDAY MARCH 3, 1994 _ _ 

By TTiomas S. Pierson. Astrotoger. Carroil Righter Foundation 

lENERAL TENDENCIES: tto_will give ad^ security _in 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Swift action in obtaining in- 
formation that you feel exists can 
be the means wbid) you make 
some giant cueerr strides and 
will extend your actirities in a 
more profitable direction. Start 
moving. 

ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
You are able to find new in- 
terests that can give you added 
abundance at the time. Be sure 
to maintain a cheerful manner to 
ail those around you. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Cany ihrou^ with ideas that 
will Mng you more harmony and 
ideal omditions at your home. 
Your ability to organise is in 
effect now. 


GEMINI: ^ay 21 to June 21) 
Contact one who can help you 
get ahead in your line of en- 
deavour. Adopt a more logical 
outlook on life and be practical 
in your ideas. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Money should be upper- 
most on your mind today. Use 
practical sense in all your busi- 
ness dealings and you will have 
great success in them. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
bu^ doing «4iat you most want 
to do and make real headway 
toumrds personal buriness suc- 
cess. Use care in motion espo- 
dally on the highway. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Make long-range plans 


the days ahead. Show closest ties 
that you are truly devoted to 
your dKsen mate, 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) day to be with 

fa^nating friends for the xecrea- 
tton that is mutually pleasurable. 
Take steps to improve you health 
for the time ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Make constnic- 
tive plans that could give you 
greaur success in business. Do 
nothing that could hann your 
gocKi name in any form, eqiecial- 
ly to a bigwig that can help you. 

SAGiTTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Take advantage 
of an opportunity to advance in 
your career and become more 
prosperous. Be active and cheer- 
ful in any activity which you 
partidpaie in. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Use your ingenuity 
to expand in business affd's and 
get good results now. Strive for 
more harmony with family mem- 
bm and you wQI all be happy. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A good time to 
make concrete pl^ that could 
bring added income in the fu- 
ture. Take no dianoes with your 
reputation in the eyes of otheis. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Study your environment and 
make plans to improve it. Come 
to a better accord with felk>«‘ j 
assodates. Show that you have i 
poise and confidence. | 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 4. 1994 

By Thevnas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: desue in the future and then do 

Mercury goes (firea uxlay as the your best to attain these aims. 
Moon in Sa^ttarius squares the Use rigjit methods to solve a 
Sun so don!t try to force an issues^ prt^lcm wluch has d^joped. 
M you remain alert lo any possi- ^^jbra: (September 23 to Octo- 
ble, opportunity coming your ber 22) You are’aWe lo be of 


way._.Dn»e. safely with good 
equipment. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Follow the right precepts and 
prindples you wish to operate 
under in the days ahead and you 
have more happiness and success 
in any endeavour. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Morning is fine for improving the 
situation at home, then later put 
your finest talents to work. 
Think constructively on any pro- 
jea. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Yon need to employ more effort 
now to gain your most cherished 
goals. Show increased devotion 
to family members and they will 
appredaie it. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Know your true position 
in financial affairs with assodates 
and take steps to improve !l Be 
loigical in your thinking on any 
matter. _ _ 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Morning is best for going after 
personal arms. Show more con- 
sideration for dosest ties and 
ease the tension at home which 
could develop. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Hgnre out what you 


assSsiance to onC whom, you are 
very fond of. Steer cl^ of a 
group meeting today which could 
have problems connected. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You are able to 
gain 8 favour from a higher-up 
DOW and advance in your career. 
Don't overlook an important 
business matter which comes up. 

SAGnTARlilS: (November 22 
to Deonnber 21) A new contact 
can be helpful to you in gaining 
the support of an influential per- 
son. Come to a bener under- 
standing with mare. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Make sure business 
matters are handled well before 
engaging in social activities. 
Look for quiet pleasure while at 

hom e with mate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Talk ovqt' your 
ideas with assodates and gain 
their cooperation. Positive think- 
ing could help yon gain your aims 
you desire. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Work is a pleasure in the 
morning. Later you have time to 
spend with assodates in con- 
structive pursuits. Be more opti- 
mistic. 
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ACROSS 
1 Controru 
SOears 
9 Koran 
mamonzar 

14 SO*As or Una 

15 or trie ears 

16 Wipe dean 

1 7 Woody's son 

1B Rnrario ma GUI 
oTHniand 
ISShewsoagan 
20CoBagapair 

23 liaicii a rase 

24 utarary 
monogram 

2SFaalscfc 
26 Fairy or Fneay 
28ASarr 
30 Army man: abbr. 
nOerwiion - 
35Saaaagia 
asnaka 
37 TV pair, once 
AO London gaflary 
4] Saeraecnasr 

42 Computer key 

43 UdM onr. Sutt. 
44lndan 
iSStaren 

48 **Mtsder. — 
Wreia" 
47Cammt 
48Sarge 

StCofflsdypau’ 

C£ ^ 


iIBn 

!!■■■ 


I aB R aaa 
laanaaiSi ' 


MnpHRMrae 


56 Certain nmar 

57 SipM sound 
SSSamsnenus 

sane 

SSCenankaynoM 

OOMsSanns 

61 nran, wd, — " 

62 Antou and Bose 

63 Money 
B O rra w a d ‘ 

64Undmap 


OOWW 
1 Ddeos 
2Higt( 


3NCAA««ors 
40rgme 
eoeipcund 
SKvey's 
busbano 
6 Newsy tMs 


7 Scitnenand or 
SiBs 

8%iaa(Lr«ad 

9L«nar 

to Covemg B traa 

11 Aeor Jamts 

12 BS — . 

noL..“ 

13 Japanese saei 
31 Aenr Jeremy 
22Van!uree 

27 Fairy tale 
mensiar 
28StwrBup 

29 Daneer Pavlova 

30 Rabbit vanaty 

31 Dane purple 
32Anrie^Oven 
33 Alphabet rut 
3«Utabbr. 

35 Roenaster's 

36Laddw8iap 
38 Valentine or 
Back 

as-Oel — 
wuerr 
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n^nfiH nnpan nnnn 
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<5 Chirtase skiM 52 — bSSL 

50 Piec9 d gossip 55 Atlas 
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U.N. agency: New CFA 
franc devaluation possible 


Top central bankers may shy 
away from hedge fund control 
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UBREVrULE (AFP) — The 
U.N. Economie Cbminission 
for Africa (CEA) siud .lliesday 
that the CFA fruc, n^ in 14 
African countries, might be 
devatoed again if the 50 per 
cent devatouion on Jan. 11 did 
npi boost growth. 

TIm African franc zone ‘"will 
not be safe from a new d^ 
valuation over rite neact few 
years if it is the “mosc realistic** 
option for promoting long- 
term macro-economic growth, 
a stndy pubtufaed by the CEA 

s^ 

Protests have broken out in 
sev^ of the central and west- 
ern African countries following 
hah^g of the CFA franc's 
International parity which 
pushed up tile price of goods in 
most of the affected stales. 

mots shook parts of the 
Senegalese caphri Dakar two 
weela ago, claiming eight 
Mves. - 

fri a study on the macro- 
economic effects of the CFA 
franc's devaloation, published 
during the fifth meeting of 
African finance ministers 
triiicb opened in libreviile 
Tuesday, the CEA cautioned, 
however, that despite the 
Numerous studies on the sub- 
ject, one cannot say with oet^ 
tainty if devaluation is an effi- 
cient measure or not.** 

The study piediAed three 
posaUe scenarios for the de- 


velopment of the 14 affected 
economies over the next six 
years. 

“The most realistic of the 
three” calculated a 50 per cent 
increase in annual domestic 
prices in the first y«u-, a 
permanent five per cent in- 
crease in annual public spend- 
ing, atiurty per cent increase in 
foreign o^'tal flows in the first 
year and a stabilisation at 18 
per cent in the fr^owiog yean. 

The devaluation wc^ pro- 
voke a short-term increase in 
production with a ^owtfa in' 
gross domestic prodnct at 7.8 
per cent in the first year, 
riianla to a 39.7 per cent boost 
in exports, the CEA said, con- 
firmed by a rise in exports from 
Ivory Coast and Buridna Faso 
tince Januaiy, Frendi officials 
at the meeting said. 

However, after the first 
year, the ovtiook wfl] deterio- 
rate. The CEA said, and in the 
long term there would be a 
“net slowing of ^owth,** doe 
mainly tp inflation slowing 
down exports, increaring trade 
deficits and cutting frm^ avadl- 
able for investment and pro- 
duction. 

“In fact, the long term mod- 
el gives prodoction figures 
whi^ are almost ondianged 
from those that woold have 
been seen if no devaluation 
had taken place,” the CEA 
said. 

The effect of the devaluation 
on tile Icon’s trade balance 


China vows to abolish 
poverty by year 2000 


BEUING (R) — China Tues- 
day vowed to abolish poverty 
1^ the year 2000 by lifting the 
living standards of the 80 mil- 
lion of its people who do not 
have enou^ food to eat or 
clothes to wear. 

The ambitious pledge was 
made in a speech by State 
Councillor Chen Junsheng to a 
national conference on reduc- 
ing poverty. The People’s Dai- 
ly carried it on its front page. 

It means raiting their annual 
net income to more than 500 
yuan (SS7) at constant 1990 
prices, he said. Official figures 
show the average rural resident 
of China last, year.eanied 
921 yaun (S106) in 1993, a real 
increase of 3.2 per cent ov. 
1992. 

Mr. Chen said over the next 
seven years China aimed to lift 
U million people a year above 
the poverty line. In the 1986-92 
period, the annual figure aver- 
aged 6.8 million. 

The plan includes improving 
infrastnicrure in poor areas, 
providing drinking water for 
the poor and. their domestic 
animals, making electricity 
available to most poor towns 


and connecting remote areas 
with national or regional road 
networks, he said. 

Most of the 80 million live in 
remote mountrinous regions, 
plateau areas and remote de- 
serts. with few natural re- 
sources and severe shortages of 
drinking water and cultivable 
land, which make it difficult to 
produce enough food, be said. 

“The realisation of the plan 
will be of great significance. It 
will mean that the rights to 
subsistence of the Chinese peo-‘ 
pie. who account for one- 
fourth of the world's popula- 
.tion, will have been secured,** 
-he said. • 

- The government has decided 
to increase its investment each 
year in a “work for food prog- 
ramme*" by one billion yuan 
(SI 15 million) and In low-cost 
loans by one billion yuan (SI 15 
million) during the 1994-2000 
period, he said. 

Mr. Chen said millions of 
rural residents have taken up 
jobs in booming economic 
areas outride their own re- 
gions. enabling them to in- 
crease their incomes. 
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was also donbtful, because of 
the rise in prices, the CEA 
said. 

At the end of six years, 
“natiooal output vriO b^me 
less aod less competitive and 
imports less and less expen- 
sive,” foe CEA said, ending np 
in “a continuing degradation in 
foe trade balance.” 

In total, “the direct expm- 
rionist of foe de^^nation 

on foe whole of the economies 
of the franc zone will be wiped 
out in the Long term,” the 
study said, prefooing another 
devaloation to foQow. 

C^A executive secretary, 
foe Algerian Layastn Yaker 
opened foe African finance 
ministers* meeting warning 
that “povefty was (feveloping” 
on foe continent whidi was 
feeing a “sjfoalling rise in un- 
employment.” 

After the “lost** decade of 
foe 1980s, Africa bad not 
started out any better in the 
199(h, he said, with an average 
growth in ou^t of 1.5 per 
cent since 1990, less than half 
foe rate of growth of foe 
population. 

Debt problems have con- 
tinued to grow, Kfr. Yaker 
said. 

“Why have ten years of 
structural adjustment not suc- 
ceeded in bringing Africa out 
of the crisis?” Mr. Yaker 
asked, saying it was foe “cen- 
tral” question for foe conti- 
nent. 

Algeria 
revises oil 
revenue 
down to $8b 

I RABAT (R) — Algeria has 
I rev^d down foe revenue it 
I expels from its petroleum ex- 
ports this year to S8 billion 
from S9 Ixllion, a spokesman 
I for foe state-owned ^natrach 


Agency has said, 
^e estimate is 


The estimate is “based on an 
average price of S15 a barrel 
for Aleerian crude. Our fore- 
cast of oil revenues for 1994 
will be around S8 billion,** foe 
spokesman for Sonatrach's 
communications department 
rold Reuters by telephone. 

ItKOme from petroleum ex- 
ports. which re^esents JDiore 
than 90 per cent of forei^ 
exchange earnii^, was esti- 
mated at about S9 billion last 
year but since then oil prices 
have fallen. 

Sonatrachs managiiK direc- 
XOT Abdul Hak Bouhafe said in 
an Interview published by foe 
Algiers daily liberate last 
month “a decune of 54 a haneJ 
means a loss' of S2 biUioo.” 

Serricing Algeria’s foreign 
debt of $15.7 billion cost $9.3 
Inllion last year. 
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LONDON (R) — The world's 
top central bankers are becom- 
ing increasin&ly concerned by 
the casino-lfk'e activities of 
huge “hedge funds.” , which 
have added extra volatility to 
recent slides in world financial 
markets. 

The Bank of Ensland and 
U.S. Federal Reserve plan to 
take a closer look at the finan- 
cial emosure hanks have to the 
hege ^ds, which take highly 
leveraged multibillion-dolla'r 
positions in financial markets. 

Funds such as Hungarian- 
bom financier George Soros's 
quantum fund are aggressively 
managed pools of private 
money and can have a huge 
impact on financial markets. 

But central bankeib exMCt a 
softly-softly approach to 
emerge, with no direct controls 
taken against hedge funds. 

“I have not heard anyone 
suggest direct controls." said 
one European central bank 
official. “It is extremely diffi- 
cult to define what a hedjv 
fund is and separate their 
financial activities from other 
operators in the markets.” he 
added. 

Instead, central bankers 
look set to monitor more close- 
ly how much money domestic 
banks are lending to the hedge 
funds, to ensure the banking 
system is not left exposed in 
foe event of a severe financial 


collapse. 

These are two main concerns 
— about domestic banks* exp- 
osure in terms of counteroany' 
risk and credit risks, and that 
hedge fund activity makes 
financial markets more unst- 
able. 

There are worries that 
banks, particularly in the Un- 
ited States, may have been 
seduced by foe huge profits 
hedge funds have made in re- 
cent vears as the bull market 
ragetf and allowed their lend- 
ing to out of hand, bankers 
said. 

Hedge funds take massive 
positions in global currency, 
bond and stock markets in 
search of large and quick pro- 
fits. 

But this year nasty losses 
have emerged as bonds mar- 
kets beat a rapid retreat. 
Rumours abound that U.S. 
hedge funds made losses of as 
mu<fo as 25 per cent in Febru- 
ary. Soros fund management 
confirmed last week that it lost 
S600 million on foe yen's sud- 
den rise after the deadlock in 
trade talks between Japan and 
the United States. 

Concern about hedge funds 
is likely to figure prominently 
when representatives of the 
world's major central banks 
hold their next meeting in 
Basle. SuitzerJand, on March 7 
and S. 

The Bank of England is con- 


ducting talks with clearing and 
merchant banks on the issue 
and has reponedly sent out 
questionnaires to gain a clearer 
picture of banks exposure to 
foe hedee funds. The Federal 
Reserve", too, confirmed Tues- 
day that it is taking a closer 
look at bank lending to hedge 
funds. 

But the tide against hedge 
funds is not universal. 

A spokesman for the Swiss 
National Bank (SNB) said the 
SNB had no plans to caution 
Swiss banks to limit exposure. 

“It's not really our policy to 

f ive such recommendations to 
v^iss banks. We feel we have 
very market-orientated 
approach. The banks are prob- 
ably in a position to estimate 
foe risks as well as we are,” a 
spokesman said. 

Central banks could foeore- 
tically take tough measures, 
such as insisting that banks 
deduct the value of loans to 
hedge funds from the capital 
they are required to hold 
against bad debt. 

But an informal approach is 
likely to emerge, with bankers 
reiving on words of warning 
rather than strict controls. 
They are also likely to recom- 
mend that banks spread their 
exposure acros.s a range of 
funds rather than becoming 
exposed to a single one, bank- 
ers said. 


Japan’s business confidence still 
depressed amid signs of recovery 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
business confidence remained 
at an 16-year low in February 
in spite of signs that foe coun- 
try’s economic downtown may 
be finally coming to an end. 
foe Bank of Japan said 
Tuesday. 

The bank’s quarterly short- 
term survey of economic enter- 
prises showed that foe outlook 
for large companies had stop- 
ped deputing for foe first time 
since 1989 while the outlook 
for non-manufacturers had im- 
proved marginally. 

For small companies, 
however, the outlook for 
manufecturers in February was 
worse than November, 
attfenigb sentiment improved 
for" non-manufacturers has 
'ceased deterforatiog,'* the cen- 
tral bank said in a statement. 
“As previously forecast, in 
coming months business condi- 
tions are forecast to improve.” 

But Bank of Japan officials 
were reluctant to draw too 
much optimism from foe latest 
quarterly survey, known as foe 
Tankan. 

**We have not seen either 
concrete evidence for a recov- 
ery — or positive proof of foe 
bottoming out of foe deteriora- 


tion of business sentiment,” 
one said. 

“It remains difikult to spe- 
cify the tinting of a prospective 
economic recovery, wifo a bat- 
tle cootinning betw^ positive 
and negative factors.** foe offi- 
dai said. 

The suxv^’s release never- 
theless came on top of other 
signs that Japu’s worst p<^- 
war recession is finally coming 
to an end. 

The ^vernment said earlier 
Tuesday that nnemployment 
fell from 2.8 per cent in De- 
cember to 2.7 per cent in Janu- 
ary, the first dedine in almost 
two years. 

And on Monday, it reported 
that industrial output in Janu- 
ary grew 0.9 per cent from 
Dumber, reversing a con- 
traction of 1.9 per cent the 
previous month. 

Other figures released foe 
same day showed average 
household spending in Decem- 
ber rising 0.4 per cent from a 
year eai&r, tte third increase 
in a TOW. 

“There is a sign that foe 
economic outlooldong is be- 
comioag brighter,” Interna- 
tional Trade and Indust^ 
Mutister Hiiohn Kumagai said 


Tuesday. 

The quarterly report showed 
that the diffusion index for 
business conditions among 
large manufecturers was minus 
56 points in Febru^, un- 
changed from foe previous sur- 
vey in November. 

The index is e:q>ected to 
improve to around minus SO 
points when foe next survey is 
carried out in May, tbe bank 
said. 

The diffusion index, which 
measures the number of re- 
spondents wifo a negative out- 
Irok minus those favour- 
able projections, had bene ex- 
pected to improve to minus 51 
points when foe November 
survey was carried out. 

For la^ non-manufactur- 
ers, the ‘ii^x improvi^ from 
minus 47 points to minus 46 
points and is expected to reach 
minus 40 points in May. 

Tbe outlook for smaller 
companies, however, was 
mbc^. Tbe index for manufec- 
tuers desteriorated from minus 
43 points to minus 48 points, 
wfam it is expected to remain 
in foeb next survey. 

For small manufrwturers, it 
improved from minus 25 points 
to minus 24. 
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De Klerk welcomes Buthelezi’s 


tentative offer on poU registration 


Rutskoi urges reconciliationl 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Presi- 
dent F.W. De Herk We<tacs- 
day welcomed Inkatba Free- 
dom Party leader Mangosiitbu 
Buthelezi's tentative' offer to 
register for South Africa's first 
all-race election in April. 

But Mr. De Klerk, respond- 
ing to questions in parliament, 
sajd lie foresaw problems wib 
a call for international media- 
tion that was part of Mr. 
Bothelezi’s agreement with his 
main black rival African 
National Congress (ANC) 
leader Nelson Mandela 
Tuesday. 

. **I am very pleased the meet- 
ing took placet thou^ Z tiiink 
it was very late in conung. 

“My attitude with reg^ to 
(international mediation) is 
that.. .time is of tiie essence. If 
time is of the essence I foresee 
some problems with the con- 
cept tk mediation.” 

Mr. De Kleik said negotia- 
tions with right-wing bla^ and 
white parties wonld not halt if 
pariiament adopted pro-feder- 
al constitution^ amendments 
Wednesday and ended its sit- 

tm g- 

**We would be wflling and 
able to n^otiate from tomor- 
row in any effort to readi 
further agreement vriiidi mi^t 
ensure all inclusiveness in the 
fun electoral process. 


‘T think it is ptMsible for us 
in the next week or two to 
make some progress.” 

Mr. De Klerk said the April 
26-28 election would take place 
as scheduled and warned that 
the govenunenc would use all 
the force at its disposal to 
prevent any disruption. 

“From the government's 
side the security forces will be 
used, the law will be applied- 
...Co ensure that the election is 
free and foir. 

“The government will use 
everything at dispel to 
ensure that law and order will 
be maintained and the elec- 
tions will go ahead as planned 
and they be free and fair,” 
he said. 

Right-wing white ndicals 
have threatened dvil war if 
tiieir demands for an indepen- 
dent Afrikaner booiclaod are 
not heeded. 

Mr. De Klerk said the gov- 
ernment had a contingency 
plan to ensure that voting took 
place in the Bophuthatswana 
and Kwazulu black homelands, 
both members of the auton- 
omy-seeking Freedom 
Alliance of white and black 
conservatives inclnding lo- 
katiia. 

“I wil ensure the mainte- 
nance of law and order and wiU 
use all the Cadlities available to 


^e state to that effect, accotti- 
ing to the threat and according 
to the situation as it develops.” 
^lier, the goveisment’s 
ditef democracy negotiator 
Roelf Meyer said on indepen- 
dent Radio 702 he did not 
think international mediation 


was necessary. 

“International mediation, 


what does it mean. ..If it means 
that the parties have to get 
together under international 
mediation, I don’t th^ there’s 
a need for that. We are able to 
talk to each other.” 

Freedom AUianoe Chairman 
Rowan Cronje said Tuesday 
night he was t^‘ng to arrange a 
meeting of Alliance nego- 
tiators to discuss the Mand^- 
Butbelea deal. A time and 
venue have still to be arranged. 

Negotiators ponder^ tiieir 
next moves in South Afi^ 
after Mr. Buthelezi made a 
conditional last-minute off^ to 
sign up for the country’s histor- 
ic first all-race electioins in 
April. 

The Zuln leader said after a 
rare meetii^ with Mande- 
la Tuesday that he would con- 
sider provisionally registering 
his Inkatha Freedom Party but 
would keep open his option of 
boycotting the poll. 

Political parties have until 
Friday to register and five 


more days to nominate candi- 
dates for the first vote in South 
African history in which all 
races can cast ballots. 

Mr. Buthelezi and his main 
black rival, Mr. ^^dela. said 
in a statement they had 
“agTMd to explore wi^ their 
principals the possibility of in- 
teroational m^ation.” 

Zulu King Goodwill Zwe- 
lithini is demanding a 
sovereign state. 


Mr. Mandela, whose ANC is 
almost certain to win an overall 
•majority, said he was encour- 
age ius first meeting in 
nine months with Mr. 
Buthelezi. 

“We have laid a solid found- 
ation not only for further prog- 
ress but for postibie break- 
throughs,” be said. 

But Mr. Buthelezi, asked if 
he was closer to taking part in 
the elections, replied: “Not at 
all, I am not dose at all.'’ 


A Democratic Party legisla- 
tor said Mr. Buthelezi 
appeared to be playing for time 
and hoping the election would 
be postponed. 

Mr. Buthelezi said Wedn^ 
day the position of King Good- 
will in post-apartheid South 
Africa had not yet been re- 
solved and called for a separate 
Zulu kingdom. 


Koreas squabble over fine Vietnam ,U.S. make good 


print ahead of meeting start to new relationship 


MOSCOW (R) — Former 
Vice-President Alexander 
Rutskoi, freed from jail last 
week under an amnesty, de- 
fended October’s armed upi^ 
ing against Boris Yeltsin 
Wedn^day but called on Rus- 
sians to buty hatred. 

In his first statement since 
his release from Moscow's 
Lefortovo ZVison, he attacked 
the “irresponsible windbags 
and dishonest politicians and 
jouraalists” who, he said, had 
twisted the truth over autumn 
clashes in Moscow that claimed 
140 lives. 

Radical politicians and some 
senior bnrinessmen have sug- 
gested Mr. Rutskoi's release 
could set Russia bade on the 
path to dvQ conflict, pointing 
to May Day as a possible flash- 
point. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
wanied'the amnestied. prison- 
ers Tuesday they would be 
immediately rearrested if they 
tried to dtttabflise the ritua- 
tion in tbe country. 

“Tbiak it over,” Mr. Ratskoi 
said in a statement addressed 
to the dtizens of Russia and 
the new Duma legislature, 
which had amnestied him. “Do 
not whip up hysteria. Hasn’t 
enough blood been shed for 
you?” 

Mr. Rutskoi made no refer- 
ence to any presidential ambi- 
tions. But aides have said they 
expect him to run in elections 
due in 1996 and the general 
tone of his comments sug- 
gested he sought a future 
national role. 

Mr. Rutskoi walked free 
Saturday along with six others 


who led au uprising two weeks 
after tbe president bad cast 
aside die constitution and abny 
li^ed Russia’s Soviet-era par- 
liament. 

Aimed parliament suppor- 
ters broke out of encuclement 
in the House on Oct 3 
and, on Mr. Rutskoi's urging, 
stormed the mayor’s offic^ 
and Ostankino Television Cen> 


appeared to accqn tiie lep- 
timac^ of the legtelative b(^ 
Mr. Yeltsin created to replace 
the old piarliament. 

“I bow to the laws of my 
country, the will of the peo- 


Deneuve 
appointed 
number Z on 
Cannes Jury 


pie’s rraiesentatives,” he said. 

Nfr.'Rntskm, who was sworn 
in as acting piesi^t by the 
old pariiament during the two- 
uvek confrontation with Mr. 
Ydtrin, withdrew to a country 
house Portly after Zus release. 

Former parliameotary 
^airman Ruslan Kliasbula- 
tov, arrested along vntb Mr. 
Rutskoi on OcL 4 and released 
moments before him, has de- 
dared be is leaving politics. 

But ITAR-TASS news agea~ 
ey said Mr. Khasbulatov was 
given a rousing welcome by 
miNisands when he retunied to 
visit his motto in his home 
town, Grozny, in the rebel 


Mr. Ydtrin, long estranged 
from his vice-president, 
crushed tbe rebellion the fol- 
lowing day using tanks. 

“In the autiunn of last year, 
•all those in the Hoose of 
Soviets (Wte House) and on. 
the ba r ricades fulfill^ tiieir 
dvic and patriotic duty to tiie 
last, defending a yot^ par- 
liamentary culture, democra- 
cy, the constitution,” Mr. 
Rutskoi said. 

“Many of them p^ tiie 
highest price — tbeir lives — 
saving tte honour and dignity 
of tbe Russian state, staving off 
a slide into dictatorship. They 
left tins life victors arc tbeii 
names wiO be written into tiie 
pages of tiie history of our 
motherland for centuries,” the, 
rigned statement said. 

The release of Mr. Rutskoi, 
an air force general, was a 
blow to Mr. Yeltsin who had 
tried until tbe last to have it 
postponed. 

hfr. Rutskoi took one obli- 
que shot at M*. Yeltsin, criti- 
cising those who ‘’walk over 
die constitution of tbe state for 
tbe sake of their own personal 
power.” 

In addressing his statement 
to tbe Duma, Mr. Rutsto 


PARIS (R) — French actress 
Caifaerine Deneuve has beeri 
appointed vice-president of the 
jury at this year's Cannes Film 
Festival, organisers said Tue^l 
day. It will be tbe first time the 
50-year-old Deneuve, a symbol 
of French dnema after a care^ 
spanning mote tiian three de- 
cades, sit on the jury for 
the May 12-23 festival that will 
be headed this year by U.S.' 
actor-director dint Ea^ood." 
“We believe she deserves an: 
extra jewel in her ciown. TKe 
reasem for dioosing her is tite 
particular admiration we 
French have for this gre^ 
lady,” a qxikeswoman for the 
oji^msers said. 


Rnsrian Rmmblic of Chechnya 
in the norm Cauttsns. 


in the norm Caucasus. 

Chedmya, which . has^ un- 
ilaterally declared indppend- 
eoce under its maverick Piea- 
dent Dritokhar Dwbyev, has 
saffered (fire economic prob- 
lems since its 1991 break with 
Moscow. But Gen. Dudayev 
has kqit all opposition at toy. 

Meantriule, the 1991 Soviet 
coup trial has come to an 
ignominioug end, dosing the 
&ial chapter .of an ejnsode 
triiidi had tiiseateiied a new 
cold war but ended iq> hasten- 
ing the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

The Russian Supreme 
Court, bowing to an amnesty 
ordered Ity pariiament, Tues- 
day dzDpi^ treason charges 
agmnsC tte men. 


Bobbit cases 
inspires male 
chastity belt 


SEOUL (R) — North and 
South Korea, due to resume 
taincs Thursday after an acrimo- 
nipus four-month break, 
squabbled Wednesday over the 
tana for tiie meeti^ at the' 
odd war border to efiteuss the 
North’s nudear programme. 

Song Yong-Dae, Seoul's 
ddef dol^ate, cantiousfy wel- 
oomed N(^ Korea's decision 
to 'accept an uratatkni to a 
meeting at Panmimjom, tihe 
village tiiat straddles the fron- 
tier. 

Dot he told tiie Ncntii that 
progress over tiie nuclear tm- 
pase would be made only if it 
dropped preconditions that 
fouled earlier attempts to re- 
turn to the negotiating table. 

‘'There will be progress in 
foe''w6Tking-leVel contacts.. 
fThnisday) if tiie Northern 
side does not present eariier 
preconditioiis such as ‘an end 
to nudear war exercises* and 
tiie ‘abandonment of SeouTs 
international cooperatkHi sys- 
tem*,” Mr. Song told repor- 
ters. 

He was referring to tbe 
guarded nM»sage from Pyon- 
gyang, delivered Tuesday, 
aoceptiiig tbe invitation to 
mnnjom. 

Nbrth Korea said it would 
attend tbe meeting but called 
for an end to South Korea’s 
annnal military exercises with 
hs U.S. allies, mainly war 
games Godenamed Team Spirit 
that are sdiedoied for later this 
month. 

It also dOTianded that Seoul 
,divorce itself from internation- 
d efforts, led by the United 
States, to peisua^ Pyoi^ang 
toopen suspect nnd^ plants 
to inspectors frxxn tbe Interna- 
ticnial Atomic Energy Agenqf 

“We are seeiiig more of tbe 


brinkmanship which the North 
and South always play ahead of 
tails but I think the meeting 
will go ahead,” said a Western 
diplomat. 

“But we should not expect 
any major breakthrough, we 
sb^d simply be happy that 
North and Sooth are starting 
the talks process ^ain.” 

The meeting will fb(^ on a 
proposed etdian^ of envoys 
dbarg^ with enefing tbe row 
over inspection of tbe North’s 
nndear sites. 

TIk two have held three 
Tonods of border talks to dis- 
cuss the envoy exchange. But 
the North broke off contacts 
last November after the South 
rejected its call to end military 
exefcns'&'S ' I the Xinitea 
States. 

An announcement on a sus- 
pension of this y^'s Team 
Spirit maneouvres is expected 
from tiw Seod Defence Minus- 
try Thursday but North Korea 
wants otiier, smaller-scale ex- 
ercises to be scrapped as well. 

The North-South meeting 
became possible after Pyon- 
gyang a^eed Friday in talks 
with the United States to allow 
international inspections of 
nudear fadlities, designed to 
allay Western fears the North 
b trying to devdop nudear 
weapons. 

In return, the United States 
committed itself to cancelling 
Team Spirit and scheduled a 
(bird round of hi^-level U.S.- 
North Korean ^ks later in 
March. 

Six IAEA inspectors arrived 
in North Korea Tuesday for a 
two-week visit to check nuclear 
sites for any evidence that 
radioactive fuel has b^ di- 
verted to build atomic 
weapons. 


HANOI (R) — Vie tnam and the 
United States have made a 
good start to tbeir new rela- 
tionship with “positive” talks 
on complex finandal daims 
and openiitg (fiplomatic mis- 
sions, sources dose to the 
negotiations said Wednesday. 

“Talks on both questions 
have been positive,” one 
source said, adding that discus- 
sions on opening liaison offices 
in Hanoi and Washington were 
continuing. 

The negotiations — together 
with what the U.S. State De- 


partment called a “productive 
exchange of views'* in New 
York on human ri^ts — 
marked a promised start to a 
new chapter in relations which 
opened vdien the Unit^ States 
scrapped a 30-year economic 
embargo against Hanoi a 
month ago. 

Senior offidals ended a first 
round of talks in Hanoi Tues- 
day on U.S. and Vietnamese 
claims to S520 million in prop- 
erty and bank accounts dating 
from the end of the Vetnam 
War in 1975. 


Georgian parliament votes to join CIS 


TBILISI — Geofgiaii lead- 

er Eduard ^evardna^ won a 


er Eduard ^evardnadze won a 
major victory as pariiament in 
his war-torn coastiy voted to 
ratify an i^reemeDt on joining 
the Moscow-led Common- 
wealth of Indarendent States 
(OS). . 


The vote required a simple 
majority to pa». Lawmakm' 
voted 121 in fevour to 66 
agai^ after a tumultuous ses- 
sion in vdiudi c^iposition pariia- 


mentariass acrased Mr. She- 
vardnadze of selling tbe coun- 
try out to Russia. 

Bedlam broke out after the 
final vote tally, with one mem- 
ber of parliament feinting, 
otiieis bzeakiiig down in tears 
and one lunging at Mr. She- 
vardnadze with fists raised be- 
fore being restraiaed. 

The fbnner Soviet foreign 
mimsterf, who has for mon& 
insisted that hb inmoverished 
country has no dance bat to 


jinn die OS, sat zoqrassively in 
tiie speaker’s dudr. 


“Let ns realise srtiat will 
happ CT if we do not jenn the 
QS,” be arid be ftro ^ vote. 
“A country in a sHnation suA 
m ours dott riot Ziave the right 
to turn down even a «nflii 
dunce to survive.” 


Opposition draaties argued 
that !^. Shevardnadte’s posi- 
tion meant tiiat Georgia would 
lose too modi sovereignty. 


I 

Houston, Sting and Aladdin take Grammy Awards 


Blast cuts Armenia’s rail 


links with other states 


TBILISI (R) — An explosion 
on a railway bridge has cut the 
only railway line linking the 
former Soviet Republic of 
Armenia to the rest of the 
worid, Georgian offidals said 
Wednesday. 

The o^ak, at the Geor- 
gian Interior Ministry, said it 
would take three or four days 
to repair the 70-member (230- 
foot) bridge, some 60 
kflometres south of Tbilisi. 

“The explosion was very 
strong and it damaged the 
bridge very badly,” one official 
s^. “It will take at least three 
or 'four days to restore oom- 
jiiunications. It b obviously a 
terrorist act.” 

' A series of explosions in 
Georgia have ent rail, road and 
^ pipeline links between 
landlocked Armenia and the 
rest of the former Soviet Un- 


Km. 

Armenia blames e’thnic 
Azeris living in Georgia for the 
blasts. Azerbaijan, locked in 
conflict with Armenia over the 


ing despite minor violations. 

Karabakh officials said 
Azeri forces shelled tbeir posi- 
tions overnight but a military 
spokesman in Baku denied thb 
and said “all was quiet.” 

Russia's ITAR-TA^ news 
agency said Colonel-General 
Georgy Kondratyev would 
hold t^ks with Armenian and 
Azerbaijan offidals on imple- 
mentation of a peace j^an 
mediated by Moscow’s De- 
fence Minister Pavel Cradiev 
on Feb. 18. 

The plan envisaged a cease- 
fire, which came into effect 
Tuoday, and a subsequent 
witfadra\^ of troops to create 
safety zones. A joint staff 
would be deployed in the area, 
conristing of officers from Rus- 
sia, Armenia, Azerbaijan and 
Karabakh. 

Gen. Kondratyev, deputy 
defence minister, told TASS 
the joint staff would consbt of 
250 officers, 69 of them Rus- 


Annenian-populated enclave 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, denies 


sian. 

The territory, with a major- 


it is responsible. 

Meanwhile, Moscow sent a 
top general to Armenia and 
Azerbaijan to secure a 
Russian-mediated ceasefire 
which began Tuesday in the 
disputed Nagorno-Karabakh 
enclave and seemed to be hold- 


ity Armenian population, was 
^ • ^ 


NEW. YORK (R) Wtotney 
Houston to Grainntys: .tHtWill 
Always Love You.” 

Hbostofl and tbe soundtrack 
for her film Tbe Bodyguard 
won top honours at tbie 36tii 
aimnal Grammy Music Awards 
Tuesdity in a show that mixed 
^tter until unexpected con- 
troversy. 

Houtoi was named Best 
Female Vocalbt at the U.S. 
music indnstiy's top awards for 
her monster fait sin^e I Will 
Always Love You, the lead 
song from the film. 

TTm song was also named 
Record of the Year and The 
Bodyguard soundtrack album, 
which has sold a record-tying 
11 million copies, was named 
Album of Year, puriiiiig aside 
competition frm Billy Joel 
and Sti^. In sales the album is 
tied widi tiie soundtracks for 
Saturday Nigbt Fever and Etir- 
ty Dating. 

Sting won three awards, in- 
cluding Best Male Vocal and 
two awards for his album Ten 
Summoner's Tales. 

A Whole New World, tbe 
theme song from the bit Walt 
Disney film Aladdin, written 
by Alan Menken and Tun 
Ftice, was named Song of the 
Year, giving the sound track 
from the fi& five awards for 
the evening. * 

Billy Joel and Neil Young, 
both multiple nominees, were 
shot out from the awa^. 

The evening was not without 
controversy, the Irish rock 
group U2's lead singer Bono 
used the banned “F' word in 
acc^ting an award for Best 
Alternative Album and the 
show cut to a commercial be- 
fore Frank Sinatra could finish 
accepting his Grammy Living 
Legend Award. 

In accepting the award for 
Zooropa, Bono said: ‘Td like 
to give a message to the young 
people of America. We shall 
continue to abuse our position 
and F — up the mainstream.” 

The banned word was heard 
on the live television broadcast 
beamed to millions of homes 
but was cut out when the prog- 
ramme was beamed to the west 
coast three hours later. Bono 
apologised after the program- 
me if he had offend anyone. 

Sinatra choked back tears 
as a star-studded audience of 
4.000 gave him a standing ova- 


ducers for the ^gmto 'air^ 
they w^lhe pnes-whoicuLto 
tbe comutercial.- 

Host Gary Shandlrng said; 
“Mr. Sinatra should have been 
allowed to finish his speech. 
That was a mistake. This is live 
television and Mr. Sinatra will 
cat us off in an hour.” 

“I just got off tbe phone with 
Loiena Bobbitt and she said ‘I 
woudn't cut off Frank Sinat- 
ra’,” he quipped,- refe^r^ to 
the woman recently acquitted 
of malicions wouiKting for cut- 
ting off her husband's penis. 

Billy Joel interrupted his 
perfbnnance of the hit song 
“The River Of Dreams, 
looked at his watc^ and smd, 
“valuable advertising time 
^it^ by, valuable advertisiiig 
time going by. Dollars, (loUais, 
dollars,” he smiled, then re- 
amed playing. 

Houston o^ned the awards 
ceremony at tbe art deco 
RadSo Gty Music Hall by sing- 
ing I will Always Love You, 
wUch dominate tbe charts, 
radio airwaves and music rideo 
stations. 
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1 dead, 4 
hurt in / ‘ 
Australia 
crime 
office blast 


ADELAIDE, Australia (R) — 
A poficeman was killed and 






Then sbe was handed the 
award by country music star 
Dolly I^^rtOD, wte wrote the 
song in 1974 with wfaat she said 
was a broken heart until the 
royalties rolled fai. 

Rhythm and blues ringer 
Toni Braxton was named Best 
New Artist and B^t Female 
RB Vocialist beating oat 
Houston. Dwight Yoakum 
won Best Country Male Vocal 
for Ain’t That Lonely Yet. 

Natalie Cole won the Jazz 
Vocalist Award, two years af- 
ter she won major awards for 
her Unforgettable album. 
Rock ringer Meat Loaf made a 
comeback by winning Best 
Rock Vocal for Fd Do Any- 
thing For Love (But I Won't 
Do That). 



Si^er WlntD^ Houston dieers over ha Gmiuity Award 
Tueday. Her soundtra^ to tiie movie Hie Bodren^rd, witii the 
siii^ I WD Always Love Yon, won awards for Itecord Of IBe 
Year and Best Female FOp Vocal Per f or ma nce (AFP lAoto) 


The best classical album 
went to Pierre Boulez for con- 
ducting the Chicago Symphony 
in Bartok’s The Wooden 
Prince. Singer Tony Bennett 
posted the major upset of tiie 
ni^t when his album Steppin’ 
Out beat our Barbra 
Streisand's Back To Broadway 
for the Best Traditional Pop 
Vocal Performance, Awad. 

I don’t know what Bartna’s 
gonna say about this,” Bennett 
said with a laugh while accept- 


'.hOLisa.'.iJj ei pcopk ,i.ive 
been killed and dozens of 
thousands forced to flee their 
homes in six years of warfare in 
which Karabakh Armenians 
have seized big chunks of the 
Azeri territory proper. 


Gr,;.".:Tiy 

Living Legend Award was cut 
off when the television broad- 
cast went to a commercial be- 
fore be finlriied speaking. 

The organisers of the award 
said Sinatra had his own pro- 


who was fired by the Metropo- 
litan Opera after a recent tem- 
per tantrum, did not show up 
to accept the Best Re- 
cording Award for Handel: 
Semele, which she ^ared with 
several other soloists. 



five pe(qde injured Wednesday 
when a bomb was passed 
tinou^ se curity and 

tore through the Adelaide 
office of Australia’s National 
Qime Antborify (NCA). 

One oCtfae injniM men, u4k> 
pctiice said was an NCA lawyer 
m his mid-SOe, was in serious 
'concKtion after undergoing 
surgery. 

Police said the bomb 
throi^ tile 12tii floor office of 
tiie NCA, a controversial agen- 
qr chat fights orgmised crime. 

Gina mi del^ rained iuto 
tiie street as the bto shook the 
central business district 
Adelaid e , tiie normally quiet 
capital of Soutii Australia,, 
shmtly aftm 9 a.m. local time. 

Four otiiers were treated in 
hospital and released after 
treatment for various injuries, 
induding a broken wrist and 
smolte inhalation from a fire 
set off Ity tiie bomb. 

“This is a wi^ed and evil 
thing tiiat has been done,” 
Prime Minister Paul 
told rep(nters. “lUs is the 
worst kM of thing that I could 


Stiug holds one of the three Grammy Awards he won at tbe 
Annual Graunny Awards at Radio City Mask Hall in New York 
(AFP photo) 


“This is s(nnetiimg wfaidi is 
oonqtietely out of the diaracter 
of this country. This is som^ 
thing that this community 
shouldn’t tolnate and as a 
gove rnm ent we won’t be.” ■ 
Police said they had no 
warning of die blast and as fer 
as was known no tineais had 
been made. 

The dead policeman was 
identified as Detective 
Sergeant Geoffiey Leigh 
Bowen, 36, a fether of two 
young childiea. 

“We have no idea what sort 
of a device it was. Snffioe it to 
say it was certamiy a bemti),” a 
police spokesman said 
NCA officials sa id tiiat a ftrr 
the blast they had boosted 
security measures at all NCA 
offices in AustraHa. PoHce said 
a task force of 40 detectives 
had b^ assigned to the case. 

Police would not comment 
on the how the bomb was 

oefiveied or the nature of the 

device, altbou^ a spokesman 
mid the NCA's semmers were 
designed to detect ferrous 
materials. 


ROME (R) — Rcaae sculptor 
Angelo Camerino, who made 
headlines four years ago 
exhibiting scuiptares of female 
chastity belts, is cashing in on a 
male verrion in the wake of the 
John and Lorena Bobbitt case.' 
Mr. Camerino Tuesday srid hi6 
had sold three male chastity 
,belts 'tO: an American living in 
'Rome. Tbe belts are stainlem 
steel and lined with leather! 
“He asked me for the belts, 
whidi he wanted to send to 
some friends in New York,"^ 
fee sculptor said. “He told me 
they would wear them at nigffi 
so that their wives can’t do 
Nfrs. Bobbitt.” Lorena. Boti^ 
bitt, freed Monday from 'a 
mental ho^tal, was acquitted 
by reason of insanity on Jan. 21 
on a diaige of slasffing off fa^ 
sleeping husband’s penis. 
Cmrorioo said tiie male bel^ 
cost 2.5 nulfioa lire (S1,S0(Q 
each but be had sold tte cUedt 
fee third for a cut price of tw> 
miUion (S1.200). 


Spielberg: Time •" 
for German Nazi 
guilt is over 

FRANKFURT (R) — Holi 
caust film Schindler’s List was 
getting its German premiero. 
Tuesday amid debate on wb> 
Oskar Sdiincfler’s deeds weqj^ 
unrecognised for so long here 
and why others did not act as 
he did to save Jewish lives. Bifi 
iirecan-produca 'Stevett 
(Spielberg- jeftised to see fits 
■film as a reminder of giuTt for 
today’s Germans or as' e^- 
ciaUy poignant in view of k 
recent upsurge in neo-Nazi ra- 
dst attacks, many of them fas- 
al. Sf^lberg, many of. whose 
older relatives were kflled in 
the h(riocau$t, sard a small vi6- 
lent fringe- should not be seen 
as representing Germans as*a 
whole, or even as real Nazis^ 
‘Tm not sure the thugs who 
call themselves neo-Naas real- 
ly know what their beliefs 
are,'* he told a news confer-! 
ence. “It just gives them a; 
(riatfonn for hat^.” “I sould 
feel it is time in Germany for 
this generation to teach tiieir. 
chilclren without showing guilt; 
and knowing tiiat education is 
the way to stop another holp-^ 
caust happening.” Spieleberg’s! 
film tells the story of Schindler,- 
a Nazi war profi^r who sav^ 
about 1,200. Jews from the rite 
chambers. The American 
ducer insisted on holfeng fee 
German premiere mJF^smkfurt 
as a tribute to his subject, who 
spent the last years of h*fe' 
here, and died in poverty in- 
1974. •; - • 


Altman’s fashibn 
satire to start 
shooting in Paris 


P^JUS (R) — When the cur- 
tain goes up on Paris i^dy-to- 
wear shows, HoUywocid's mas- 
ter ironist Robert Altman will 
have his camera poised for his 
next satirical swipe — tins time 
at fee cut-throat, feallow 
fashion crowd. Paris felons are 
i>using witii gossip about Pret-* 
A-Porter (ready-^towear), the 
star-studded, Nashville-style 
portrait of fee fafeion indns-t 
try, which director Altman .is 
filming dniing and around the 
Paris aotnmn winter collections 
that open Friday. Alfeough he 
swears' he comes, to 'praise 
fesbion, not bury it, Pret-A>l 
Porter is expected to be just as 
biting as the The Player, Alt-^ 
mao’s send-np of greedy Holfy-r* 
wood power brokers. Ye; 
models, designers and feshioif 
journalists have been damour- 
ing for a role, even If it is Sf 
thOT own expense. The film, 
an ambition of Altman's for 
nearly 10 years, win be shot in 
pseudo-documentary style, 
mixing actors .with zeri figioeit 
from the fesbion worid. Film?' 
ing begins at designer -Sonia 
Rykiel's show Sunday. A tall 
man wife pierdng e^ ani a 
goatee feat make him resemble 
VTild Bill Hidcok, Atman has 
been sntxiinng aroimd Paris 
GoUectums for the hut' year. 







JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, MARCH 34, 1994 


i^nicks end losing streak 

d(M and pulled down a Seat^ improved 


p(M and pulled (town a $ea- 
soi-hi^ 21 rebounck as the 
York Knicks snapped a 
to^me tosing streak with a 
lOf^ victory over the Sao 
rtfnento Kings Tuesday. 

. Greg Anthony scored 18 
points and John Starks added 
16 for New York, which sal- 


to a league-best 4(M4. 

Hersey Hawkins had 26 
points and Frank Bricfcowski 
netted 20 for the Hornets, who 
sunered their sixth straight loss 
and 14 of their last 15. 

At New Jersey, Chris Morris 
sjwed 23 points and led a 


Kankkunen takes lead Courier upset, Agassi advances in California 

ryii 'D q 11\7 INDIAN WELLS, California Seventh-seeded Todd Mar- belted 10 aces on bis first serve Courier, who won titles here 

■J* vJ- X\i AJJL y (R) — Uoseeded Anstralim tin of the United States used and gave the third-ranked in 1993 and 1991 and maintains 

^ J l.:_ c . _.u:^ <-•_ : :.I. _ i .1.^ .............. 




toad trip and ended their 
longest regular-seasoD slide 
since Pat Riley became head 
ooach to start the 1991-92 
season. 

' Kfiteh Richmond scored 29 
points and Lionel Simmons 
added 18 for Sacramento. 

In Houston, rookie Sam 

Cassell scored all of his career- 
high 16 points in a stretch 
bridgii^ die third and fourth 
quarters as the Houston Rock- 
ets defeated Orlando, 97-85, 
and snapped the Magic's 
l^chise-record seven-game 
inning streak. 

- Hakeem Olajnwon scored 
26 points and blocked six 
shots, outplaying Magic centre 
Sh^uille O'Neal, who had 19 
^nts and 13 rebounds. 
/O'Neal made just 3-of-12 
free throws as Orlando was 
14-of-27 from the line. 

. In Atlanta, Danny Manning 
and Stacey Augmon scored 21 
pcwts afriece and the Atlanta 
Hawks survived die second- 
worst scoring fonrfe quarter in 
NBA lustory, holding on ^ a 
UG-99 victory over the NGime- 
sota Thuberwoives. 

. . Atlanta was outscored 30-8 
ki the fourfo quarter and near- 
ly. Mew a 94-^ leacL 
. Chock Person's diree-pc^ 
ter wife 30 seconds left pulled 
MQnnesota within 100-99 but 
Manning scored a basket with 
eight seconds left. 

In Seattle, Vbicent Askew 
had seven of his career4ugb 17 
points in a fourth quarter 
run and Kend^ Gill scored 21 
to power the Seattle Snper- 
sonics to a 122-96 triumph over 
^ Charlotte Hornets. 

'' The Sonics have won three 
and four of their last 


Z^stons. 

Morris smik six thxee-pcMn- 
ters, breaking a dub record he 
shared with five players. 

Derrick Coleman had 25 
points, IS rebounds and seven 
blocks in little more than feree 
quarters tor the Nets, nho 
have won eight of their last 10 
games. 

At Golden State, Latrcll 
^reweU scored nine of his 27 
points in the foordi quarter to 
rally the Golden Warriors to a 
114-109 victory over the Los 
Angeles Oippere. 

Golden State rallied ftom a 
14-point defidt enteiii^ the 
fomth qoarter to end a season- 
high three-game winning 
str^. 

Rookie Chris Webber, 
celebrating lus 21st tntdiday, 
collected ^ pomts and 18 re- 
bounds for Golden State. 

In Indiana, Rik Smxts scored 
24 points and R^je hfiUer 
add^ 20 to lift the Indiana 
Pacers to a 106-94 trimph over 
the Pordand Trail Blazers. 

The victory was the 13tfa in 

1 S fnr Indiana an d cnap- 

ped Pordan(f s season-hig|h rix- 
game win streak. 

hi Nfihrankee, Glen Rice 
celebrated the rigning of a new 
contract by scoring 25 points as 
the Miami Heat defeated the 
MQwankee Bucks, 110-102, for 
tbdr fifth straighf victory. 

In Ptnladet{diia, Preris EQi- 
son bad 25 piuts and 12 re- 
bonnd and Tom On^otta 
added 19 points and 12 re- 
bounds to help die Washing^ 
Itellets soap a sax-game to^g 
streak with a 109-103 triunqjh 
over tihe Phfladd{rtiia 76ers. 


hristie sets European 
indoor 60 m record 


KARLSRUHE, Germany (R) 
Olympic and world 100 
metre cnampion Linford 
Christie of Britain ran 60 
metres in 6.48 seconds to set a 
•new Euipean indoor record 
Tuesday. 

■ • Christie shaved three hun- 
dreds of a second off the mark 
he bad previously shared with 
.three other sprinters. 


"For once eveiythuig work- 
ed out fine from the start," 
said Chrisiie who beat Cana- 
dian Brnny Snrin into second 
place by two hundreds of a 
second. 

Ken)^ Paul Ereng ran the 
fastest indoor time of the year 
in the 800 metres in one minute 
46.19 seconds. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAH HASCH 

ei9» Timm u*M Swvicaa. ke 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
.vrou hol± 

4A5S 7J632 0KJ52 *A7 
iThe bidding haa proceeded- 
Saath West North East 


*AKQ82 <7X72 0AQ106 *7 
The Uddhig has proceeded; 

Soath West N<wth East 
1 lb 2 * Pasa Pass 







pave four cards or mors ua 
The way to find out U the 

Stayman Convmtton- Bid two 
didiB, which asks partner to show a 
fyax-caiA xnaior. 

Q. 4 — As South, vulnerable, yon 

hold: 


yoa have a very, use&l hand. In the 
ijodetn ftylB, the reverse is a one- 
lound force and the only ngn-off 

here is two no trump. Since paitaar 

is marioad widi five aamonfe we 
trould take an encouraging prefer- 
ence to three diamonds . 


LOUSADA, Portugal (R) 
FinnBh worto chaotofon Jahn 
Knokkunen shot buk into 
the lead of the Portuguese 
Rally Wednesday when 
Frenchman Francois De- 
InoQurs was forced to stop for 
repairs after enpne problems 
with his Ford Escc^ 

Deleconrs was forced to 
stop for lengthy repairs dni^ 
Wednesday's second spe- 
cial stage at Lousada in 
nonhem Portugal after his 
engine overiieated and Ford 
team ofiBdals said he might 
have to retire. 

Kankknnnen, in a T(>yota 


Celica, briefly took the lead 
from Deleconrs Thesday's 
fiik leg (>f the four-day rally, 
but the Frendunan finish^ 
four secemds ahead of him. 

Although Kankkunen 
snatched the lead again from 
Delecours Wednesday, the 
Hno remains dosely foltoirad 
by Itafian Mamimo JKriskm 
in anc^er Ford escort only 
one second behind. 

Delecoors's repair sf<^ 
cost him at least 20 miniites 
and commentators said that 
even if be stayed in the rally- 
be had tost viitnally all 
chance of winning H. 


INDIAN WELLS, California 
(R) — Uoseeded Anstralim Fst- 
ri^ Rafter upset second- 
seeded and defending diam- 
pion Jim Courier of the United 
States 7-6 (7-2) 6-2 in the 
second rmiod of the $1,720,000 
Champions Qip Tuesday. 

T(^>-seeded Pete Sampras of 
the United States played near^ 
ly prefect and beat Spain's 
Emilio Sanchez 6-1 6-1 in 62 
mmotes in bis secrad-round 
match at the 56-player, hard 
court tournament, r^re the 
top eight seeded players re- 
ceive first-roond byes. 

Unseeded Andre Agassi of 
the United States, fresh from 
taldng the title in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, elimmated compat- 
riot Ridley Raaeberg 6-3 6-3. 


Seventh-seeded Todd Mar- 
tin of the United States used 
his powerful first serve, whidi 
ddnm eight aces and 10 ser- 
vice wumers, to hold off Mar- 
cos Ondiuska of South Africa 
6-0 4-6 6-1 in one hour, 55 
mhintes in a second-ronnd 
match. 

Fast-round winners incinded 
tenth-SMded Petr Korda of the 
C^eeb Repnblic, elevestb- 
seeded Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland, 13th-seede(f 
Wayne Ferreira of South Afii- 
.ca, and fifteenfo-seeded Amer- 
ican Malivai Washington. 
.Third-seeded Stefan Edb^ of 
Sweden was to play his fust 
match late Wednes^y. 

Rafter, 49 in the world. 


China says Olympic spat 
shows ‘colonial prejudice’ 


BEDING (R) — The official 
People’s Daily said Wednesday 
a TOW in a Winter 01ym|Nc 
qieed-skating event last week 
showed colonial prejtufice and 
the West's refusal to recoguise 
Cbma's new strength. 

In an editorial entitled,” 
Can we be stopped?’, the 
n ew sp aper said Ch^ was ride 
of being treated like a second- 
class member of the interna- 
ttonal communf^ and wooid 
{oove to the world it deserved 


' Don't believe us? Writ and 
see,” It vowed. 

Tlie dispute broke oat in the 
women’s 3,00(kDetre relay at 
the T illehawifner games afCT 


Yanmei drimed U.S. skater 
Cathy Ttmier had sttrfen vio- 
toiy by grabbing her and 
throwing her off balance. 

Ouna filed an officia] pro- 
test and expressed her 

rage by storming off the medal 
p^om, ripping the silver 
medal from btf n^ and hnri- 
mg her bouquet to the gioimd. 

The peofde's I^y srid the 
inddeut was a~cl^ indication 
diat '‘some coontriea” were 
unable to stomach the fact that 
Quna was now a competitor. 

"Certain foreigners have 
deep prejudices against 
Qunese, that is so m edu n g we 
freqneotly feel,” die editorial 
said. 

"And this certainly carries 


aspects of a cotoniaHst men- 
tality. 

"The people all saw a fore- 
ign athlete use her arm to 
impede Chinese athlete Zhang 
Yamnd and the fiict that the 
judgement on this was anfeir." 

People’s Daily said fbre- 
igners were determined to pre- 
vent Qnna from showing Hs 
new power not only in qiorting 
events at also tn other areas. 

the ophnoD of some, 
Qnna is not even worth men- 
tiomng bnt is poor, badnvaid 
adn uncivilised. Chinese peo- 
ple are weak, shabby, du^ 
feced peasants. 

"In the trig international 
fiunily, Chinese people can 
only o^..." 


The People's Daily said Chi- 
na was gbawging fast and get- 
ting stronger by the day. '‘Only 
a strong, stable and pro^)eroiis 
Qrina can win the respect of 
the world. 

"We are not begging those 
who hold prejudices against 
fTwwa to ebaftgg their n pinion* 
... (but) will use our strmigth to 
pnm feat n-iina is strong and 
the Chinese nee is admireble. 
The facts will bear ns out." 

"The Chinese pei^le are 
now on the road to prtS^rity, 
moving towards a prions 2lk 
ce n t ui y." it said. 

“This might make yon hap- 
py, or it ntigiit make you un- 
happy, but none of you can 
stc^ ft.” 


World Cup? Now what sport is that? 


NEW YORK (R) — Amer- 
ica's enthusiasm fiw soccer is 
grovdng ahead of the World 
Cup but most people still know 
Kttie about it and care even 
less. 

Tliat at least is the conclu- 
rion of an opimon poll con- 
ducted in early February and 
published this week which 
brought to Ugfat the fbllowmg 
nuggets: 

— 23 per cent of Americans, 
a higher proportion of men 
than women, know the World 
Cup is about soccer. 

— • 20 per cent of Americans 
know that the 24-oation 
tournament will be played in 
the United States. 

— 18 per cent know the 
finals are in 1994. 

<— 62 per cent are not in- 
terested in attending matches. 

The hanis poll riaimed an 


error margin of three per cent 
with figures for figures for age, 
sex, race, education and num- 
ber of aidolts per household 
weighed into the fimfin^. 

The pollsters, who surveyed 
1,252 adults by telephone 
nationwide across tiie United 
Staets, concluded that interest 
in the world’s most popular 
sport was incteasiiig jbut “most 
pi^le still know almost no- 
tiling about it." 

%i^ per cent of those polled 
srid tiiey had heard of the 
World Cup. Far fewer knew 
what it was. 

The last poll in October 1993 
found 21 per cent knew vdut 
sport was involved and just 13 
per cent repbed that it would 
be friayed in the United States. 

Only 11 per cent then knew 
the finals were in 1994. 

For a event, the results may 


FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

Two adjacent fully furnished ground-fl(X)r apartments tor rent. 
Both are centrally heated with well-kept garden and tele-' 

phm. 

1. One/two bedroom apart, 1CX) sq.m. Tel. 6M04» 688464 
Z One bedroom apart 65 sq.m. Tel. 880181. 

Long and ahort term rents are accepted. 


A Male Or Fomalc TeatiMn' 

to give private English language lessons to a male 
university student who wishes to improve his English 
provided the teacher should be of high experience and 
highly qualified for the job. 

Please call tel.: 796088 
from 2:30 pjn. - 9 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays. 


seem striking. 

After all, askiug questions in 
Italy before the 1990 finals 
along the lines of "have you 
ever heard of an event called 
the World Cnp?" might have 
indicated insanity. 

In soccer mad Brazil, regolar 
rictims of mass World Cup 
fever, such a questioner would 
meet disbelief. ...... 

]jQ .the United States, blank 
faces are more likely. 

“This isn't said 

World Cug 1994 Press Officer 
Jim Trecker, putting bis case 
across sucdnitiy. 

1 think that, in spite of the 
way they have chosen to pre- 
sent tb^ numbers, they are 
vety, very p(sitive,” he added 
pointing out that 20 per cent of 
the 230 million inbabitaots of 
America was an enormous 
number of people. 

“That's the beauty of num- 
bers. You can do what you like 
Tritfa them” added Trecker, 
pointing out that soccer in 
America bad made huge leaps 
awareness In few years. 

"Fifty imTlion people know 
about this thing, ^ our tickets 
are sold. What more can we 
<to?" be asked, adding that 
World organisers felt the 
poll undennat^ the case. 

“It is all moving along very 
nicely. We are very comfort- 
able iritii where w e are and so 
are (woiid body) FIFA." 


The World Cnp kicks off in 
Chicago Jnne 17 after a glitter- 
ing ceremony involving such 
showbiz stars as ringer Liza 
Minelli. It ends in Los Angeles 
July 17. 

Humphrey Tbylor, president 
of Louis Harris and Associates 
Inc, who carried out the poll 
was downbeaL 

“I WHS not really surprised," 
he said. "At least things are 
improving bnt it would not 
surprise me if when the World 
Cop has started many Amer- 
icans are not particularly in- 
terested. 

“It doesn't fit in with televi- 
sion advertising at all,” he 
added. "Soccer doesn’t stop 
for 45 minutes." 


PASSPORT 

LOST 

Indian passport, 
issued to Hakam 
Singh S./Gurdial 
Singh. (No. 470583) 
has been lost in the 
Wadi Haddad area. 
Finders please 
contact the Indian 
Embassy or the 
nearest poifee 
station. 


VACANCY 

The U.S. Embassy in Amman has a vacancy for a 
Cultural Affairs Assistant in the American Center to 
implement cultural programs. 

Applicants must have a university degree in liberal 
arts, education or a relevant field; must have fluent 
English and Arabic. Must have two years experi- 
ence and a good working knowledge of the 
Jordanian political, economic, social, artistic and 
educational structure. Administrative ability to 
carry out detailed cultural programs, drafting and 
word processing required. Designing publications 
and/or desk top publishing experience desirable. 
Qualified applicants should submit an ap- 
plication (available at Embassy gate) to 
the Personnel Officer prior to 
March 17, 1994. 


UNRWA HEADQUARTERS VACANCIES 

The United Nations Refiet and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
.in the Near East requires at its Headquarters Branch in Ammar): 

SECRETARIES (Grades 07-11) in Hs Headquarters depart- 
ments of Education, Relief and Social tervlces. Health and Adminis- 
tration at ^ Wadi Seer offices. As more vacancies will arise in 1994, 
UNRWA will perjoriicafly hold suitafc^ tests for candidates. Those 
who pass such a test may be invited for interview, 

REQUIREMENTS; Full secondary education, completion oi a 
post secondary secretarial course of at least one y^s duration; 
good to excellent typing arKi word processing skills, ability to operate 
PC applications; at least 3 to 9 years' SKperferice in secretarial work; 
Auency in English and Arabic. For senior positions (grades 10-11) 
more senior »perience and exceltent knowiedge of the professional 
aspects of work are required, preferably gatoed at work In an 
inlematiortai organisation. 

topileatlom arbich reach UNRWA HQ (Amman) befora 
Marcfi 19M will be screened lor test and interview in early 
March 1^; others w3l be screened for later tests and interviews. 
Those who successfully pass an interview, may receive either an 
offer of employment or be nostered for future consideration. 
Address to: ^ Coerdfaetor 

CNXWA Seadqwrtcn Branch 
F.03« 4M — AMMAN . Joitim 
fks No. Win or by fen! te UNRWA HQ (AmmaB); Biider Wadi 

SWTi 

UNRWA welcomes applications equally from men and women. AU 
things being eqt^, prtorrty v4l[ be given to fully quallfiad registered 
Palestinians, Intemai before external candidates. Also candidates 
with a handicap which does not mitigate against the performance of 
the duties required are equally considered. 


belted 10 aces on bis first serve 
and gave the third-ranked 
Courier trouble with his hi^- 
Idddng second serve through 
tiie match. 

Rafter and Conner eadi 
held serve in the first set to 
force a tiebreak. Tlie Austrar 
h'an took a 3-2 lead and held it 
by bitting a service winner for 
4-2 and an ace for 5-2, and then 
winning the last two points on 
errors from Courier's normally 
reliable forehand. 

Rafter, who defeated Sam- 
pras last summer, broke 
Courier for 3-1 in the second 
setn and then again in the final 
game of the match, as Courier 
had difficulty finding the mark 
with his service returns. 


Courier, who won titles here 
in 1993 and 1991 and maintains 
a home near the tournament, 
said that he never played his 
way into the match. 

“I played a couple bad 
points in the tiebreaker and the 
first set was gone, and Pat 
played a tight second set,” 
Courier srid. "He served really 
well mid I couldn't get my 
return going. 1 was prepared to 
play, but I was unable to work 
my way into the matdi.” 

Sampras, first in the world, 
served seven aces and repe- 
atedly handcuffed the 46th- 
ranked Sanchez with his 
second serve on the way to a 
routine victory over die clay- 
court specialist. 


Sabatini, Graf advance to 
3rd round of Florida Slims 


DELRAY BEACH, Fla. (AP) 
— Gabriela Sabatini and Steffi 
Graf won in strright sets on a 
windy day to advance Tuesday 
to the third round of the S^rgi- 
nia Slims of Florida. 

Sabatini, the third seed, has 
not won a tournament in 21 
months. She overcame a critic- 
al overrule at S-3, 40-30 before 
completing a 6-4, 6-2 victory 
over Italian qualifier Elena 
Savoldi. 

“I usually play better in the 
wind because of my heavy 
topspin ball,” said Sabatini, a 
three-time winner in this 
event. 

"Sometimes it goes any- 
where and it is hard to return 
those shots." 

Graf, the world's no. 1 play- 
er and two-time defending 
champion, won her 18th con- 
secutive match of the year 
without dropping a set a 6-0, 
7-S decision over Marianne 


Werdel. It was the first time 
Graf has dropped more than 
four games in any set this year. 

"Coming from Indian Wells 
where there’s no wind to here 
is very different,” said Graf, 
who has won all three tourna- 
ments she's entered this year 
and 11 of her last 12. “The last 
three tournaments Tm playing 
very good, very solid.” 

No. 2 seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario will play her first 
match Wednes^y against Lisa 
Raymond. Raymond rallied 
from 1-5 to defeat Laura 
Colarsa 7-5, 6-1. 

The only seeded player to 
lose was no. 11 Yayuk Basuki, 
beaten 6-3, 6-1 by Elena 
Likhovteeva. Likhovtseva will 
next play Graf. 

Sabatini is ranked fifth in the 
world. She reached three finals 
tn 2993 but her last tournament 
victory came in the 1992 Italian 
Open. 


Coca-Cola official sponsor for 
Saudi World Cup team 


The agreement for Coca- 
Cola to become the offidal 
^nsor for the Saudi FA 
team participating in the 
World Cup 1994 has been 
signed in Riyadh. Prince Sul- 
tan Bin Fahd Abdul Aziz and 
Abdullah. AI Maalami.gener- 
al manager of Coca-Cola 
Saudi Arabia, signed the 
agreement. 

On the agreement, Al 
Maalami said, "The Coca- 
Cola company is the official 
sponsor for the World Oip 
since 1978 and with the parti- 
cipation of the Saudi team in 


the World Cup '94, the agree- 
ment is natural. Also, the 
connection between fee most 
popular sport in the world 
and the most popular soft 
drink in the world is a clear 
and easy one to make.” 

^ Maalj^i,cbnclud^r.i 
"We hope'tndt oiir ^n- - 
sorship of the Saudi national 
team participating in the 
World Cup '94 will help sup- 
port their preparations in 
representing our country in 
this worldwide cham- 
pionship.” 


FOR LADIES ONLY 

AL DALAL 

inside the Forte Grand (formerly Plaza) hotel you will get a 
tree gift when you have a minimum purchase of JD 1. 
We have a daily advertisement. Bring the advertisement with 
you and get a gift throughout Ramadan 


FOR SALE 

'93 BMW, 318 IS, black, 2 doors, full options, 
automatic. U.S. specifications. 5.500 miles, 
price JD 20,000. Duty unpaid. 

Call 676273 


DUTY UNPAID 200E FOR SALE 

MERCEDES 200E Model 1991. Only on road in 1992. colour smoked 
silver with additional security and safety options as ABS, ASR. 2 front 
airOags. 2 fnxit orthopaedic backrest, master locking system, 
self-le^llng suspension, anti-theft warning syst^ and other multi 
options. Car serviced at agents facility. Suitable for di^omats. 
I n tere s ted persons may call 662286 from 1600 - 1700 p.m. for 
three days only. 


FOR SALE 

Saab-9000 CD, model 1994, full options. 
Duty unpaid 

For more information please call: 
698595 Miss Rima 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms. L-shaped salon, two bathrooms and kitchen. 
Part of a villa with separate entrance, separate central 
heating, separate electric meter. 

To be rented to = One or two young men. One or two young 
women. 

A couple without children. 

Call: 644201 — 9:30-4 p.m. 


an«na Tel.: 634144 Cinea.a. 

PHIIAPEIJHIA 


TeI.;G99238 I Onema 


PLAZA 


D THELMA AND LOUISE 




ROUND TRIP 
TO HEAVEN 

Showb: 12:31). 



Gnema Tel.: 677^ 

CONCORD 


CONCORD 

FILOFAX 

Shews: 1230. iiOa, 6t3D, 8J0. 10-.30 

CONCORD *2* 
PASSENGER 

Shows: 12:30. 3,'OD, &30 

.Arabic play "Hi America" at S:30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 


Opening Soon 
A political comedy 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al IWashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 1 

AHLAN THEATRE 

preseots a play entitled: 

Al Urn Noron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
in addition id other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 

Coming soon: The next pl^ 

Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

(ptay) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre i$ dosed Sundays, Mondays 
and Tuesdays | 
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News 



Sudan steps up blasphemy campaign 


GENEVA < AP) — Sudan stepped up charges of biaspbemy 
against a U-N. human rights investigator Wednesday. In a 
speech to the U.N. Human Rights Commission, Sudanese 
Justice Minister Abdul Aziz Shiddo said pans of a report by 
Caspar Biro were "Satanic'' and represented a "vicious 
attack against the Islamic faith,” master-minded by the 
United States. Strained by v^eeks of veiled threats and 
intimidation. Mr. Biro said he stood by hb conclusions that 
proxistons in Sudan's criminal code on the death pMalty. 
floggings and amputations, based on Islamic law, violate 
international conventions to which Sudan is party. Some 
U.N. diplomats say the campaign against Mr. Biro, a young 
Hungarian lawyer, i$ even worse than Iran's witch bunt of 
Briti^ author Salman Rushdie because it is directed against 
a U.N.-appointed invesrigator. 


Sudan bombs villages — aid workers 


NAIROBI (R) — A Sudanese government aircraft dropped 
a string of bombs on rebel-held villages in the south of the 
country, killing a 12-ycar-oId girl. United Nations workers 
said Wedneday. An Antonov aircraft dropped eight bombs 
in and around the key Sudan People's Liberation Army 
iSPLA) held village of Nimule on the frontier with Uganda 
on Tue^ay. the officials said. The girl was killed in £e air 
raid, the first against the village since 1990. Tbe Antonov 
:Jso dropped 10 bombs around a refugee camp in Aswa, 
north of Nimule. Three people were seriously injured but 
tbe full extent of casualties was not immediately known, aid 
workers said. 


U.N. sends food to hungry Afghans 


KABUL (AP) — The United Nations on Wednesday sent 
90 tonnes of badly needed food on the road to Kabul, its 
first attempt to deliver supplies since a major battle erupted 
two mon^ ago. Meanwhile, renewed fighting broke out 
Wednesday os President Burhanuddin Rabbani'a forces 
traded tank and rocket fire with its rivate in the crumbling 
c^tal. A convoy of six food trucks left neighbouring 
Pakistan on Wednesday and is scheduled to arrive in Kabul 
on Thursday nuMiiing. according to aid groups. Tbe 
pr»dent*s forces control most of tbe dty, but renegade 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar holds tbe outskirts 
and has imposed a blockade on the main highway leading 
into Kabul, (ace page 2) 


Police dig up bodies from British garden 


GLOUCESTER, England (R) — Three bodies, all of them 
female, have been unearned in the garden of a man 
charged with killing his 16-jwar-old dau^ter, police said 
Weefoesday. They began digging in the garden of the 
terraced bouse in tbe central English dty of Gloucester last 
Tlmisday. On Sunday they unearthed remains believed to 
be of Heather West, who <&appeared seven years ago when 
she was 16. Frederick West, S2, a builder wte aco»diii^ to 
press reports has at least 10 children, was charged widi ber 
murder and b in custody. Two more bodies were found on 
*niesday and identified on Wednesday as those of a woman 
in ber lace 20s and a gitl in her late teens. Detective 
SupeiintendeiiT John Bermett. who is beading a of 30 
police, said digging would cnuiniie until tbeyimere gredwyi 
there were no more bodies in the garden. 


Religious link seen to Kuwait cinema bomb 


KUWAIT (R) — A bomb explosioD at a Kuwaiti dnema 
may have been a religious protest against tbe sbowing of 
films during the Holy Month of RamMon, the manager was 
quoted on Wednesday as saying. "The blast was probably a 
religious warning due to the Holy Month of Ramadan,” 
Yousef A1 HalaU, manager of the Kuwait National Qnema 
Company, which owns all dnema halls in Kuwait, was 
quoted as saying by the English-language Arab Times. 
"Last ycu we received a threat at the same time but it was 
not caiTicd out," he was quoted as saying. The blast on 
Monday at the Grenada Cinema in the Khaitan area 
wounded a security guard, Mr. Halabi said. The Interior 
kfinistry said two people were injured in the blast. 


Attacks on Copts raise fears 


ASSrvUT (AP) — Three Christians were shot or stabbed 
to death in separate inddems in the Asdyut area, raising 
fears of renewed sectarian violence in the Muslim militant 
stronghold. Police said Wednesday two Christians, one a 
19-year-old student, were fatally shot in Dairui, 40 
kikmtrcs north of Assiyat. Suspeaed extremist gunmen in 
the same town wounded Ahmad Mohammad Nagi, a 
Maslim, Tuesday uiglit for collaborating with police, wii- 
itcsscs said. And in Assiyut, J20 kilometres south of Cairo, 
the body of a Oinsiian hairdresser, Nabil Bcrti Zachary, 
was found in his apartment Wednesday. He had been 
slabbed lo death a day earlier. 


Palestinian centre disputes 
army version of killing 


By Michael Jansen 

Speciai to the JonLin Times 


LIMASSOL — The Palestine 
Human Rights Information 
Centre (PHRIO, based in 
East Jerusalem, disputes tbe 
Israeli army's ofliaal figure 
of .10 Paiestiiiian.s killed in the 
nH'squc at Hebron last 
Friday. 

Dr. Jan .Abu Shakra. direc- 
tor of the centre, in Cyprus 
for a Middle East Counoi of 
Churches Conference on 
Palestme, told this corres- 
pondent that the PHRIC had 
"confirmed that at least 50” 
Palestinians bad been shot 
down either "in the mosque 
or its courtyard." The centre 
has compiled a list of the 
names of the 50 rtKtsque fata- 
lities. 

Dr. Abu Shakra also re- 
vealed for the first time that 
field workers from the 
PHRIC had interviewed an 
eyewitness to the massacre 
who insisted that a "second 
person had been inTOlved,” 
confirming accounts given by 
others in the mosque that 
monuQg. 

This witness, she said, "de- 
scribed the second gunman” 
and said he had been dressed 
in "civilian clothes.” 

According to Dr. Abu 
Shakra. this gunman “got 
away before (the settler held 
responsible for the slau^ter. 
Dr. Banidi Goldstein) was 
IdUed.” 

Tbe centre’s initial esti- 


mate was that SO to 60 
Palestinian worshippers had 
been killed in the sanctuary 
and more than 300 injured. 
Its field staff, she said, has 
had great difficulty compilrng 
a complete list beause mtbe 
curfew imposed by Israel. 


Some Palestinians wound- 
ed within the mosque com- 
pound — the Cave of tbe 
Patriarchs and the ooti^yard 
— testified that they had 
been shot by the Israeli sol- 
dien on duty at the site, 
oonfiftning a report given to 
the Israeli and intematioiial 
media by Alon Ben David, 
Israel television's military 
correspondent, who said that 
Israeli troops bad fired on 
Palestinians when the troops 
saw an Israeli in army uni- 
Corm. i.e, Goldstein, being 
attacked by Palestinian wor- 
shippers who were trying to 
defend themselves against 
him. 


The PHRIC also said that 
eight Palestinians were killed 
Friday after the mosque mas- 
sacre — two in Hebron ont- 
side Ai Ahli Hospital, one in 
Bethlehem, three in Gaa, 
one in Jenisalem and one in 
Nablus. This figure contra- 
dicts tbe Israeli army figure 
of five killed — two in Heb- 
ron and three in Gaza. 

The Centre reported that 
five Palestinians were killed 
Saturday by the Israeli army, 
three On Sunday and two on 
Monday. 


Serbs cautiously greet 


Muslim-Croat agreement 


S.AR.AJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs gave a cautious 
endorsement on Wednesday to 
an agreement by their Muslim 
and Croat civi'l war foes to 
unite and seek a loose confed- 
eration with Croatia. 

Radovan Karadzic, the Bos- 
nian Serb leader, welcomed 
the U.S.-scKmsored pact but 
warned: "If it helps them to 
put pressure on Serbs and to 
gain more territorv' from them, 
we are against ii." 

Bosnia's Muslim Prime 
Minister Haris Siiajdzic and 
Croat neeotiators struck a deal 
on Tuesday as a ceasefire be- 
tween iheir warring forces con- 
tinued to hold ‘in central 
Bosnia. 

>\'hile diplomats cautioned 
there was stiO a loii« way to go 
before the Z3-moath civil war 
was o%er. it boosted hopes of 
peace after the imposition of a 
separate ceasefire in Sarajevo 
and Serb agreement to allow 
an airlift of humanitarian aid 
through the Muslim-held air- 
port at Tuzla. 

Tbe developments followed 
a move to centre stage by Russia 
and the United States in di- 
iriomatic efforts tu end the fight- 
ing which have so far Men 
spearheaded by the United Na- 
Qons and the European Union. 

Mr. Karadzic, speaking in 
■Moscow, which has swung its 
support openly behind its Bos- 
nian Serb Slav brethren, 
voiced alarm at what he saw as 


efforts. 

“I do not think that one 
country should monopolise 
(this process),” he told repor- 
ters. 


The United States pressed 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (N.ATO) into 
threatening air strikes this 
month if the Serbs did not 
neutralise their siege guns 
around Sarajevo. 

U.S. aircraft, enforcing a 
U.N. no-fly zone over Bosnia, 
shot down four Serb warplanes 
which bombed Muslim targets 
in central Bosnia on Monday in 
the West's first miiit^ in- 
tervention in the conflict. 

Washington hopes the Mus- 
lim-Croat accord will increase 
pressure on the Serbs to reach 
an overall settlement. 


cemetery Wednesday morning, 
but there was no on wto 
fired them. 

There also were repons of a 
ste^ped-up offensive against 
Bibae in Bosnian's oorfowest 
corner, where Serbs support a 
small Maslim foedon dUt has 
declared autonomy finm the 
S^jevo government. 


U.S. attempts to supplant the 
United N^ations in peace 


Despite the peace conces- 
siotts, Bosnian Serbs have in- 
tensified attacks on Muslim re- 
gions and denied passage for a 
relief convoy. U.N. officials 
said. 

Bosnian Serb artillery am- 
tinue 10 bMTnwgr Ma^j, a 
Muslim enclave in nortfam 
Bosnia, where 19,000 refngees 
have bMn under siege for most 
of tbe past year. 

Seiiis deniisd permission for 
a homamtarian aid convoy to 
travel there Wednesday, said 
Bill Aikman, the U.N. spokes- 
man in Sarajevo. 

U.N. offid^ reported anti- 
tank rounds landed near 
Sarajevo's downtown Jewuh 


Tbeoffensives conuaslstarkly 
fo a truce that has . held for 
tiiree weeks in Serb^4>esieged 
Sarajevo, and to Tuesday's 
agreetneut by Mr. KaradTie to 
allow the reopening of an air- 
port at Ttizla, nortfam Bosnia, 
for U.N. aid ffigbis. 

U.M. special envoy Thorvald 
Stolteab^ cut short a visit to 
Italy Wednesday to return to 
GeMva for inime^te talks 
vrith European Union 
mediator Lord Owen on pros- 
pects for a peace deal in 
Bosnia. 

He told repor te rs be was 
encouraged fay tte Muslim-. 
Qoat agreement to form a 
federation in the repoblic and 
by the Bosnian dedsfon 

to allow Tfoda airport to open. 

"These are develop- 

ments that could be important 
for future negotiations for a 
peace agreement," Mr. Stol- 
tenberg told a news conference 
after meeting Pope John Paul 
and Italian For^ Minister 
Beniamino AndreaQa. 

“This stould provide for an 
atmosphere that could give re- 
sohs. 


Christopher pledges more 
active U.S. role in peace talks 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christc^iter urged tbe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(P^) and lawl Tuesday to 
quickly resume their peace 
negotiations and said tbe Un- 
ited States would assume "an 
active role" in the talks. 

Delaying impleinentation of 
the Dedaration of Prindfries 
the two parties signed last 
September at the White House 
"wBl maintam a vucuum tiiat 
will be filled extremists 
fnMD bodi tides, Mr. Cfarist- 
opfawr warned. 

"We certainly should not let 
the horrendous ioddent in 
Hebron lead to the crimnpb of 
violent extremism,” be said of 
the Feb. 25 massacre of more 
than 40 Muslims by a militant 
Israeli settler. 

Testifying in sup port of the 
administration's fiscal 1995 
budget request before the 
House Appropriations sub- 
comminee on Foreign ^lera- 
tioos, Mr. ChristopfaCT pointed 
out that the budget seeks 
S5J20Q million to support the 
KCddk East peace process, of 
whkfa 35.100 nulBon wiU go to 
Egypt a^ Israel. The funds 
are detigned "to build on last 
year's historic tweakthrough 
for peace," be said. 

".As an administTatioa. we 
are committed to seeing the 
eaemies of peace fail,” Mr. 
Qiiistopbcr told the snb-OMn- 
onttee. "We've moved quickly 
to try to avoid (be breakdown 
of these talks.” 

He said Isradi Prime Minis- 


ter Yicdiak Ratm and FLO 
Yasser Arafat have 
accepted President Colon’s 
mutation to move the Isneli- 
PLO talks to Washington, 
D,C, as soon as possible, bfr. 
Christopher praised both foe 
Israeli and PLO leaders. "I do 
think foe parties wfll return to 
Washington to renew the dis- 
cussions," he said, noting be 
had tall^ recently by telo- 
phone with both. 

“We will work activdy wifo 
foe parties here in Washington 
ufoen tbe ncgotiatiocs resume, 
helping them to find a negoti- 
ated outcome and then to bo 
gin implementation,** the 
secretary said. "The active role 
we contemplate would be one 
where we would act as as 
intennediary, offering ideas, 
suggesting solntions, helping 
tbe parties move over the last 
few issues." 

Israel and tbe PLO probably 
have resolved 95 per cent of 
the issues that were opened by 
their Dedaration of Prindpies, 
Mr. Christopher said, adding 
“the last five per cent some- 
times is tbe hardest five per 
cent.” 

Negotiators from Syria. 
Lebanon and Jordan, who 
were conducting bilaieraJ talks 
with foe Israelis hi Washington 
left for home over the weekend 
even foou^ they were sche- 
duled to complete their carreot 
round Wednesday. 

"They felt that tbe rniviroo- 
ment amply was not propitious 
for continuing negotiations,” 
Mr, Christopher explained. 


"The n^otiations, if they had 
continued, would faAve gotten 
caught up in the emotion of tbe 
roomeuL" 

The secretary said the other 
Arab governments have made 
h dear to him that their depar- 
ture was "a temponuy pause, 
and not a retreat from the 
negotiations. So I would ex- 
pect them to be back when the 
Palestinians are ready to re- 
sume negotiations," be said. 

While ‘slow but.steaify pitiS? 
rcss" is being jnade ^on. ^ 
(ttber bilateral trades,** 
Ouistopher said if the Palesti- 
nians and feraeU could agnx 
on foe implementation of their 
Declaration of Principles. 


Oudining what is needed to 
bring about a resumption of 
tbe PLO-lsraeli negeitiations, 
foe secretary emifoaased that 
"Palestinians must feel secure, 
and we believe that Israel has 
taken important steps in fob 
directioii by acting to ccmiain 
tbe Israeli extrembts;" be 
pointed to measures 
announced by foe Israeli gov- 
ernment that create "impor- 
tant preoedents and shoiUd 
lead to increased security for 
the Palestinians.” 


"But tbe Palestinians need 
more than foas," Mr. Christ- 
opher said. "Tb^ need to see 
that they can achieve a dif^ 
rent future. They need to see 
that realities are changing on 
foe ground. That can only be 
achieved throu^ the imple- 
mentatioa of foe Israeli-PLO 
Dedaration of Principles." 


KGB set aside $2.7 million for 
CIA officer ‘spy’ — prosecutors 


ALEXANDRIA (AP) — 
Payoffs totaling S2.7 million. 
Suw accounts and foe promise 
of a summer cottage in Russia 
were Aldridi Ames' alleged 
rewards for doable espionage, 
government prosecutors say. 

Detaik of tbe Central Intelli- 
genoe Agency (CIA) officer's 
alleged working arrangement 
with hb Russian masters were 
laid out in a letter prosecutors 
say investigators dikovered at 
tbe Ames' home and other 
evidence introduced Tuesday 
at a bail bearing for Ames and 
his Colombian-bom wife, 
Maria del Rosario Casas 
Ames. 

U.S. Magbtrate Barry R. 
Poretz ruled there was suffi- 
cient evidence for a grand jury 
to pursue tbe eqnom^ case. 

Poretz ordered the 
Ameses held without bond, 
rejecting ationiey's assurances 
that tbe couple would not flee 
foe country. He said Mr. 
Ames, if ftred, would pose a 
danger to the United States 
because be possessed valuable 
intelligence information. 

The Ameses are charged 
with conspiracy to commit 
espionage. They are accused of 
selibig sec r et s to the Soviet 
Umon and then Russia for 
eight years. If convicted, they 
ciraid face a maximum penalty 
of life in prisem. 


U.S. Defence Secretary WU- 
Uam Perry said Wednes^y it 
would cake months to deter- 
mine what, if any. dmnage Mr. 
Ames did to the national 
security. 

"I think it's substantial,” be 
said. 

The purported letter from 
tbe KGB introduced at Toes- 
day's hearing be^ns "Dear 
friend,” and states that Mr. 
Ames' “balance sheet" showed 
$2.,70S,00 had been appropri- 
ated to him as of May 1, 1^. 

“As of that date, Mr. Ames 
had received $1.9 mUiion of 
tbe total, according to the 
accounting statement, whidi 
abn indicated some fends bad 
been used to buy btmds. 

One way the Russians 
showed their appredaiion was 
by sending him photos of a 
piece of riverfront property 
where he could build a 
"daeba” or summer home, the 
government said. The photos 
were presented as evidence, 
along with a note telling Mr. 
Ames foe land "now beloags 
to you forever." 

At the heving, assstant 
U.S. Attorney Mark Hulkower 
ponray^ Ames as "very 
supportive” of her husband’s 
alleged spying. ei*en to the 
point of urging him to be more 
imagiaative in bb de^gs with 
foe KGB, the Russian intelli* 


gence service. 

"Mis. Ames faiew she was 
riding on a Russian gravy trais, 
and she jumped on n with both 
feet,” s^ Mr. Hulkower. 

Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) ^ledal Agent 
lie told of incriimnatnig 
documents found in the 
Ameses' home in suburban 
Virgfoia and in hb office. 

Among materials in Nfr. 
Ames' office that were unre- 
lated to hb current counter- 
narcotics work was a desczq> 
tioQ of methods Russians 
employ to foil U.S. efibns to 
tra« Russian nuclear sub- 
maxmes.” Mr. Wser said. 

In additioa to foe finsicial 
satement, Mr. Wber said, FBI 
agents found at tbe Ames 
house a aiae-pa^ 1989 letter 
Gontaming a list of instructions 
from foe KGB. 

Tbe letter indicated that Mr. 
Ames had dbdosed tbe identi- 
Qr an Eastern European 
rnteroal security official udio 
was cooperating with the CIA 
and went by tbe code name 
. ■'Gtmoiorboat,'* Mr. Wscr 
said. 

That offidat met with Mr. 
Ames in Italy and furmfoed 
him with topseeret documents 
for foe QA. At one point, 
"Gtmotorboat" returned to hb 
bomeiasd prombtng to meet 
again with Mr. Ames. 
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Lebanese held in attack 


on Brooklyn Bridge van 


NEW YORK (AP) — Police 
arrested a Lebanese man 
Wednesday in connection 
a bloody attack on a van full of 
Jewish students on foe Brook- 
lyn Bridge, a police official 
said. 

The unidentified snspecc had 
not been fonnally diaxged, 
said foe official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. But be 
said police believe foe man was 
the armed motorist who fired 
on foe van Tuesday mornmg, 
wounding four students, one 
fatally. 

The official said the 
Lebanese national was 
arrested early Wednesday 
morning in Brooklyn, and a car 
.was recovered. Police also 
were questioning another man 
who mi^t have helped plan 
tbe shooting or been otherwise 
involved, he adde(L 
- The official declined to com- 
ment fhither. 

One victim, Aaron Halber^ 
tam, 20, was dedared brain 
dead Wednesday. 

Halbeistam "meets the cli- 
nical criteria for brain dead, 
that means foat l^aQy be b 
dead,” said Dr. i^en Tfizs- 
^feld. *3ut we are continuing 
1% support as a result of foe 
£unily*s wishes.” 

Halbeistam was in the van 
cairying yoi^ Hasidic men 
from a hospital visit Tnesday 
when a gunman repeatedly 
fixed at foean as they entered 
foe Brooklyn Bridge- 

Using two semi-automatic 
pbtob, foe gnnifian poisncd 
foe van half tise length of foe 
bridge, filing at least nine bnl- 
l>^ at three separate points 


before driving away. At one ^ 
•those penzits, be blew ont hb 
own window. 

The gnnfire left anofoer ral> 
Unical student criticially 
wounded. 

Sc. Vincem*s Hospital said 
Nadmm Sosonldn, 18, who 
underwent surgery for a head 
shot that entered below hb 
right ear, was unlikely to sur^ 
vhre. Two others survived with 
l esser m juries. 


The shooting sent chy offi- 
dals scrambling to cahn fears 
dim tiw incident was related to 
Middle Base tensons. The offi- 
cials said Thes^y there was 
"no piece of information, hard 
evidrace” iwiWng the inddent 
to the mosque massacre in tiie 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 
last Friday. 

Bot "oMonsly that's some- 
thing you can't esfelude, and 
foe speculation b there,” he 
said. 

The white van had not been 
marked, but hs occnpimts had 
the black bats and adeenrb 
typical of Hasidic Jews. 

Rabbi Shmufti Butman, a 
Lobaviteber leader, drew hb 
own coDcInaons. 


"It seems to ns fob was an 
act of terrorism,” be said. 

The Brooklyn Bridge was 
dosed for hours after he shoot- 
ing. Security was listened at 
sensitive locations. 

The attack ocemred as hun- 
dreds of Lubavitcheis travelled 
from Brooklyn to Manhattan's 
eye, ear and throat hos^xtal, 
^ere their grand rabbi, 
Menacbem Schneerson, under- 
went cataract surgery. 


Clinton appeals to Pales tinians 


(Confomed from page 1) 
against senleis in the after- 
math of tbe mosqne attack. 

The arrival of Efr. Shaath to 
Washington does not mean the 
negotiations will open li^t 
away, said administration 
sources, who insisted on 
anonym^. Mr. Ara& wants 
to convey to Mr. Christopher 
first wliat he thinlcs should be 
taken up in the ne^ttutions. 

Mr. Christopher has talked 
to Mr. Arafet several times on 
the telephone since the mos- 
que attack and has been 
asdred that in the long nm, at 
least, tbe PLO wants to keep 
uegotiatmg. (see page 10) 

Israeli and PLO offidab ear- 
lier Wednesday crfficbed Pres- 
ident QiiitOD’s respemse to the 
crisb trig^red by the Hebron 
massacre, saying the Amer- 
kass sboiild play a more ac- 
tive, cootditurtBd role in tes- 
tarting brael-FLO talks. Mr. 


Rabin complained that a lack 
of coordination between the 
United States and Rnsaa, co- 
sponsots of the Mideast peace 
fttocess, could complicate 
efforts to revive the suqieoded 
negotiations. 

"Whenever there's no co^ 
eration in the real meamng 
between the two co-sponsois, 
there's a possibility of an 
attempt to exploit it by senne of 
foe partners for the negotia- 
tions,” Nfr. Rafann told a fore- 
ign press association lundieon. * 

Mr. Rabin noted that Igor 
Ivanov, Russia’s depii^ mie- 
ign ministex, was arriving fiiMn 
Tnnb and tiiat without U.S.- 
Rnsaan cooidmation "b will 
add to foe difficulties to re- 
sume tbe talks...” 

Mr. Ivanov, wbo met with 
Mr. Arafat, immediately en- 
dorsed tbe idea of internation- 
al protection for Palestinians in 
the occupied areas. 


Govemment defends RJ 


(Continued from page 1) 


Following the sale, tbe air- 
line opted to lease aircraft, 
which w31 become RJ property 
at the o^iry of foe I2pyear 
lease period. 

Mr. Halasa said tbe abfine 
bad suffered a loss of JD 143 
mlUioo siDce its establishment 
in 1963, but the main losses 
were incurred as a resirit of the 
devaluation of tbe dinar in 
1988^9 and 1990-91 Gulf cri- 
sis. It has spent JD 46 million 
servicing its debts. 

Furthermore, be said, tbe 
JD 20 miDion captaJ was not 
coi^tiUe with tbe size of tbe 
airiiiie’s operations and did not 
allow it to raise frmds on easy 
terms. 


Mr. Halasa put the total 
assets of the airline at JD 534 
miUion. Tbe aiiline has a fleet 
of 16 planes — four Airbos- 
310s, three Airbiis-320s, five 
TriSiais, two Boeing 727s and 
three Boeing 707s — and is 
expected to take delivery of 
another Airbns-320 in Jnne. 

Tbe carrier emfrfoys 5,2^ 
people, 2fi0 of them non- 
Joidanian, Mr. Halasa said, 
noting that tbe jobs that tbe 
airline offers are very impor- 
tant for Jordan. In adffit^, be 
said, RJ also makes use of 
many other sectors of the 
national economy and any faas- 
ty decision on its frnure would 
have a chain impact on these 
sectois. 


RJ has several lucrative 
routes to tbe Far East and the 
bulk of its passenger traffic 
oripnates in Europe and tbe 
U.S. Its net operational profit 
in 1993 was JD 2 million. 

Mr. Halasa noted that a gov- 
enmeot-ai^T^ted anumaee 
was sopezvising a study by a 
foreign consnitaocy firm, 
KFMG Peal of London, on the 
best medumism to fsivatise 
foe airiine. The stndy is ex- 
pected to be comi^eied by next 
month. 

The minister said that reduc- 
ii^ foe debt burden of tbe 
airiine was essential before pri- 
vatisation. He said the govern- 
ment. whiefa lists foe outstand- 
ing lease pa 3 nnenis on RJ air- 
craft as part of Jordan's foreign 


ueoia, Dau me r esponsibUity to 
bail out the airline. 

Tbe government-appoiDted 
committee, in addition to su- 
pervising tbe KPMG Peat 
smdy, is also considering va- 
rious other aqiects of piivatis- 
ing the airUne such as equi^ 
structure, potential foreign 
ca{^ invesuDent, tizne-tabia 
for die process, etc. 

A stn^ conducted by an 
mternationaJ consultant re- 
eommended in 19^ that foe 
airline be privatised in two 
pfaases; lairing tbe cental of 
foe airline and the govenunem 
and local creditors of foe air- 
fine given equity in pr op or tion 
to the debts, anid inviting fore- 
ign investors in tbe second 
^ase when foe first-phase 
equi^ holders could sell their 
holdings under a plan whidi 
win ensure a controlling in- 
terest remaining in Jordmnan 
hands. 

Tbe miraster’s report was 
presented in response to a mo- 
tion signed ^ 16 deputies for a 
"general discusaon” on foe 
airUne's status. 

Some deputies who were not 
to the motion said they 
failed to find tbe logic in debat- 
ing the issue while foe govem- 
menc was already im- 
fdementzng a jdan to address 
tbe problems of the airline. 

Wednesday's debate in- 
dnded a tng-of-war between 
deputies irtio fevoured an im- 
mediaie floor discussion on tbe 
minister's report and foose 
who warned es^erts to stndy it 
before a full ddi^. 

rslanrist deputies are tradi- 
tioually ai odds with tbe airiine 
over foe serving of alcohol on 
board and Western -style do- 
thiog of cairiD crews, indodhig 
female hostesses, amnng other 
things. 

Airline executives argue foat 
parizamentarians should first 
familiarise themselves with tbe 
basics of (^lerating an 
and national airier in all its 
gene^ efimensions before pas- 
sing judgement on its vialnlity 
and status. 

"^fithout such familiarisa- 
tkm, it win be like a blind mag 
jud^g the size of an elephant 
by its trunk,” commented a 
senior e»cutive. 



Welsh unhappy 
with Charles at 
start of tour 


CARDIFF (R) — More than 
half of Welfo pMpie are un- 
happy with Prince Charies, 
titular bead of ibeir jmadpal- 


ity, an opinion pc^ shosred 
Tuesday. It wa 


was published as 
Prince Charles, 45-year-old 
heir to tte Britifo throne, be- 
gan a tour of Wales ht^nng to 
win back the loyalty of his 
future subjects. A British 
Broadcasting Corporation poll 
issued on foe national day of 
Wales’ patnm saint 5t Darid 
riiow^ most Welsh people 
considered Prince Charles, 
who carries the title Prince ^ 
Wales, bad lepFesented them 
badly. It said 52 per cent of 
people questioned were nn-'-T 
happy with his perfonnaiice as 
ceremonial head of tbe princi- 
pafi^, with only 40 per cent 
satisfied. Eight per cent were 
"don't knows." Prince 
Charles' trip to the Welsh 
capital Cardiff opens a season 
of celebrations to mark 25 
yew since he was sworn in as 
Piinoe of Wales by his mother 
Queen EGzabetfa in a lavish 
ceremony at Caernarfon Castle 
in the north of the prindpalhy. 
Royal officials hope foe tour 
wQl polirii an image battered 
by the break-up with his gla-' 
moFOus wife Princess Di^. 
Prince Charles, hoping to re- 
turn to centre-state and quash 
doubts over hb future ^>^ed 
by rumours of an affiur with an 
army wife, plans to visit all 
parts of Wate before hosting 
three days of festivities in' 
Caernarfon in July to mark hb 
jnbilee. 


Solzhenitsyn 
bids farewell to 
Vermonters 


CAVENDISH, Vermont 
(AFP) ~ Exiled Russian wri- 
ter Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
made a rare public appearance ' 
to bid farewell to townspeoprfe- 
in tbe rural connn unity he has 
lived since 1976 ahead of bb 
return to Rusaa. "ExOe is al- 
ways tSKcalt, and yet I could 
not imagine a bet^ place to 
five and.wait and wait and wait 
for my return borne than 
Ovewibh, Vermont,” be told 
a town meeting Monday in 
only hb third appearance at a 
public event in the town. The 
Nobel Prize-winning author, 
whose critiqne of ^ Soviet 
system led to hb expulsion 
after being charged with 
treason in 1974, said he would 
return to Russia with hb wife 
Natalya but that hb sons would 
remah) in Vermont. 


Bokassa’s son 
ordered to pay 
child support 


CHAMBERY, France (AFP) 
— r A son of former Central 
African Republic Emperor 
Jean-Bedel Bokaesa was 
ordered jailed for a y^ by a 
court here for not paying child 
support, judicial sources said) 
Tuesday. An arrest warrant 
was issued for Georges Bokas- 
sa, 44, who fives in one of hb 
fafoeris chateaux at Mezy-Snr- 
Seine, in tbe Paris area. The 
court, sitting here on Feb. 21, 
beard a complaint from hb 
ex-wife, Eveiyne Dtirienx, that 
Georges Bokassa, appointed de- 
fence minister by Im fa**<** ' in 

1977, had failed to pay support 
for foe couple's tiuw children, 
aged 13, 17 and 18. 1^. Bokas- 
sa, wbo did not appear at tbe 
hearing, said hb only income 
was frw French so^ secur- 
ity. Tbe ex- e mperor's son, u^o 
was ezpdied frm Cemrri Africa m 

1978, will be jailed if be does 
not appear in court to contest 
the case. 


There’s mice In 
the rice, says 
Japan politician 


TOKYO (R) — The Ja|>anese 
may eat poisonous blowfish 
and many other weird and 
wonderful things but foey draw 
foe line at mice with their ibe. 
A Communist has 

done foe cause of market 
c^ing and intemationalba- 
tion no good at all by riamnfag 
Japanese millers recently 
fonsd dead mice and cock- 
roaefaes in a ^oneering sl^ 
ment of imported Thai rice. 
"Th^ things don’t become 
pub& because people tend to . 
panic, but it's hmpening all* 
over Japan,” saidxnko Taka- 
sald, a member of tbe upper 
house of parliameDL Apart 
from mice and codtxoacbes. 
she showed a Reuters reporter 
vdiat she said were bird bmes, 
rubber bands, strings, dgaratte 
tetts, pebbles and cihaDe found 
in Thai rice di strib ut ed to grain 
mining factories 
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